
out the last issue, 


but the bill was less exciting. How about doing a bit of 
your own looting? We could use the spoils. Like $50 ^ year 
for a sustainer. Or, for the less adventurous, two hours 
wages per year would be fine. You’ll get a subscription for 
sure. 


r— 

I get the message. Here’s two hours’ pay: _ ■ 

I know you need more. Here it is:_ __^_ _ 

This is extra for a gift sub for: __ B 

I’m adventurous. Make me a sustainer._ I 

Name: __ _ —-- | 

Address:_ ■ 

Open Road, Box 6135, Station G, « 

Vancouver, B.C., Canada V6R 4G5 ^ 


Swond Class Mall Rsgisiratton Numbsr 3887 
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ANARCHIST NEWS 


THE OMORI CASE: 


Paris bombings spark media blitz 


PARIS — An anarchist group 
bombed two Japan-related 
businesses here on April 22 to 
increase public pressure on the 
Japanese government to 
release political prisoner 
Katsuhisha Omori, 

Damage to a Sony factory 
and a showroom of Japanese 
cars was severe, but no serious 
injuries were reported. 

The attacks followed appeals 
from Omori support groups in 
Japan for international protest 
against the persecution of 
Omori, who is currently on 
death row at the Sapporo 
Detention Centre - 
The Omori case became 


known to millions of Japanese 
as a result of the national 
media coverage that ensued, 
according to the Osaka-based 
Omori Support Group, 
publishers of the Ffee Omori 
Newsletter. 

* Omori has been filled with 
new courage to carry on his 
struggle in prison against a 
politically motivated death 
sentence, ' the group 
announced in the May 1984 
edition of the newsletter, 

Omori, now in his eighth 
year of solitary confinement, 
was sentenced to death in 
March 1983for the 1976 
bombing of a government 


office on the isl and of 
Hokkaido. While Omori said 
he supported the action 
against the office, a symbol of 
Japan's colonial rule over the 
island's native Ainu 
inhabitants, he denied 
complicity in the bombing. 

He was convicted despite an 
extremely weak case for the 
prosecution - no witnesses, no 
confession, no evidence - on 
the argument that ordinary 
sugar and batteries found in 
his home were actually bomb 
components. 

After the Paris bombings, an 
anarchist ^oup claiming 
responsibufty told the French 


news service AFP that more 
bombings would follow unless 
Omori was freed. 

In Japan, the Paris 
bombings were front page 
news and shown repeatedly on 
television. *As a result, 
millions now watch the 
development of‘The Omori 
Case', the Free Omori 
newsletter reported. 

Meanwhile, the case has 
advanced to the Higher Court 
and a verdict is expected to 
take a year. A reversal of the 
earlier conviction is considered 
unlikely, however, due to the 

highly political nature of the 
first trial. 


The four domestic support 
groups, based in Osaka, 

Tokyo, Kyoto and Sapporo are 
also experiencing represssion 
on their own part, including 
illegal arrests and police 
harassment aimed at stopping 
the Free Omori movement and 
isolating it from the majority of 
Japanese people. 


Letters of support to Omori 
should be sent to: 

Mori iVb Kai {Ofncii Support 
Group] 

2-12-2 asahimacki abeno-ku 
Osaka, Japan. 



has become most popular 
a//rioit opposed to political 


ANTI-NUKE PROTESTOR: 

Graffitist jailed, exiled 


WHILE SOME ARTISTS GET 
^ rjew 

Jersey aMhnuSe gr^trist 
Felton Davis can get attested, 
jailed and exiled. 

It all started five years to the 
hour after the disasterous near 
meltdown at Three Mile 
Island. Davis spray-painted 
the head office of General 
Public Utilities in Parsippany, 
N. J. with four commemorative 
slogans; ‘No Nukes', ‘Keep 
TMl Shut Down', ‘NoMore 
Nuclear Victims', and ‘Listen 
to the Wind'. He was arrested, 
charged with mischief and held 
in county jail in lieu of $2000 
bail. 

His self-defense of justifi¬ 
cation (he was acting to 
prevent widespread injury or 
damage) was rejected by the 
judge, who found him guilty. 

When the judge learned that 
Davis had no money, no 
sizeable possesions and no 
address, he ordered him exiled 
from the state of New Jersey 
‘ until the laws changed, or 
General Public Utilities 
changes, or you change'. 

Without specifying how or 
when Davis was supposed to 
get out of the state the judge 
said that Davis would be jailed i 
for six months and fined S500 if^ 
he didn't leave. 

Released from jail, Davis 
returned anhour later to the 
scene of his original artwork, 
long since removed. Security 
personnel at the building 
recognized him, and once 
again he was arrested and back 
in custody at the police station,; 
charged with trespassing. 

This time a pl ainclothes cop 
drove him to Newark and 


dropped him off at the train 
station with $15 train fare 
saying ha sympathized with, 
people protesting at TMI, ‘but 
all the same, we gotta get you 
out of the state'. 

Davis told the cop he lived 
most of his life in N. J. and 
wouldn't accept exile. 

That night, Davis visited the 
Morristown headquarters of 
Jersey Central Power and 
Light, a GPU subsidiary, T put 
the same messages onto the 
building and sidewalks and 
after waiting at least an hour, 
the police arrived and I was 
arrested again. ’ He was 
charged with felony mischief 


and jailed, if convicted, he 
faces two and one-half years 

Says Davis: ‘I'll be tried 
soon, or they may just take me 
over to Pennsylvania and 
dump me in the river’. 

Davis could use letters of 
support. Write Judge Robert 
Muir, Superior Court, Morris¬ 
town, NJ. 07960, Write 
Davis himself c/o Morris 
County Jail, Morristown, 

NJ. 07960, USA. 

Info for this article from The 
NuclearHesister, NNNPSC, 
Box 37, Tempo, AZ, 85281, 
USA. Subs: $13 Canada; $20 
overseas; $10 USA, 


medium of protest for \ _ ___ _ 

police. 


Supercops get green light for dirty tricks 


MEMBERS OFTHE 
international anarchist- 
terrorist conspiracy bewarei 
Canada's new secret police are 
standing on guard and ready to 
flex their anti-subversive 
muscle. 

With more legal power than 
the FBI could ever dream of, 
the newly formed Canadian 
Security Intelligence Service 
(CSIS) marks Canada's , 
contribution to the new world 
order of beefed up internal 
security police. 

The CSIS was created 
recently through a law that the 
Liberal government rammed 
through the Canadian parli¬ 
ament which gives them 
sweeping powers of 
investigation and surveillance. 
Previously illegal activities of ' 
the old RCMP Security Service 
hw been made legal. 

On the basis of suspicion or : 


speculation alone, the CSIS 
can target any group or indiv¬ 
idual considered ‘threats to the 
security of Canada', and can 
legally open mail, tap phones, 
>reak into homes and places of 
work and remove anything, 
examine income tax infor- j 
mation, employment records, 
bank accounts, etc., allin the 


interest of ‘national security'. 
No safety deposit box in 
Canada will be safe from these 
new guardians of liberty, 

- From the record of the old 
Security Service, it's obvious 
that the main targets for CSIS 
surveillance, harassment and 
intiinidation will include: 
peace activists, trade 


unionists, womens groups and 
academics already among the 
800,000 Canadians entered 
into existing RCMP security 
files. 

More info on anti-CSlS 
activity from: Vancouver 
Coalition Against the CSIS, PO 
Box 1718, Station A, 
Vancouver, BC, V6C1P7. 


Parents burgle play-school 


WHEN YOUR OULDREN'S 
health is endangered because 
the authorities refuse to act, 
it's obviously time for direct 
action. 

At least that's what 
prompted a group of Danish 
p arents to break into their 
children's kindergarten on the 
weekend when the building 
was dosed and remove 
dangerous asbestos tiles from 
the ceiling, 


For months previously, the 
parents from several 
kindergartens had 
unsuccessfully complained 
about the problem tiles to the 
local city coundl of Arhus, 
which runs the kindergarten. 
They had organized 
demonstrations and petitions, 
and even boycotted paying 
kindergarten fees, all to no 
avails The authorities ignored 
their protest and said the 


replacement costs of the 
dangerous ceiling were 
prohibitive. Only after thb 
weekend break-in by the 
parents did the council finally 
act: they shat down the 
kindergarten and reported the 
parents to the police. 

Info for this story from 
Ekomedia Bulletin, Ekomedia 
Arhus, c/o Regnbuen 
Mejlgade48, DK-8000, Arhus, 
C, Denmark. 
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ANARCHIST NEWS 


ENGLAND; 450 ARRESTED: 


Anarchy day clogs money market 

S MORE FUN THAN creative actions in a 10 hour test their * tmrnrv item ^ tnv t v vx tfx t 


WHAT'S MORE FUN THAN 
a traditional single issue 
protest march? The newest 
anarchist alternative from 
London: 'StoptheCity% afull 
day of leaderless, imrestricted, 
decentralized actions concent¬ 
rated in the financial centre of 
the old city* 

Some 3(X)0 people partici¬ 
pated in the most recent Stop 
the City in a general protest 
against the profit system* Four 
hundred and fifty were 
arrested, but not before they 
succeeded in disrupting the 
physical circulation of millions 
of English pounds for the day * 
They also pulled off more 


creative actions in a 10 hour 
stretch than most hardcore 
activists would ever see in a 
year elsewhere* The tactics 
included: 

• a group of 30 cyclists did a 
very slow tour of the streets 
to stop traffic; 

• people entered banks to 
open and close accounts; 

• women demonstrated 
outside banks to protest 
unpaid domestic exploit¬ 
ation; 

• Animal Liberation Front 
disrupted the meat market; 

• scores qfwomen raided a 
pharmacy and threw tam¬ 
pons into the street to pro- 


DURING RECENT FRENCH STEELWORKERS STRIKE, 
more than 100Zorraine steelworkers organized actions outside 
the established trade unions to show disgust for inaction of 
central unions. 

Actions included blocking trains [see phowX 
occupying government offices [they stamped hundreds of 
letters during a post ojffce occupation], disrupting courts, and 
'kidnapping' portraits of French Minister Francois 

Mitterandfrom town halls. 


ON THE ROAD: 


AFTER A LONG SUMMER 
of spectacles {the Pope, the 
Olympics, Missed Americas, 
here we are with another; 

Open Road #2 7, 

Special inserts are not new 
to Open Raad;we carried an 
anti-prison special, The Kite, 
inORiflO, This time we"re 
introducmgourreadersto 
another V ancou ver 
publication; Resistance. 
Rea^ns for this range from the 
purely financial (we both save 
on printing and mailmg) to 
editorial {R esistance feutares 
theimportantcourtroom 
statements of the Vancouver 
Five); we also believe 
R esistance deserves a wider 
audience, Letusknow what 
you think about including 
Resistance with Open Roadin 
future issues* 


Address all reifuests, 
correspondence, and 
contributions to; 

The Open Road 
Box $135, Station G 
Vancouver, B.C* V6R 4G5 
Canada 


test their Tuxury item' tax 
status; 

• some 200 people formed a 
human barricade across 
London Bridge; 

• "nuns' and "stockbrokers' 
leafletted city workers, locks 
were glued up throughout 
the day, hundreds of cars 
were immobilized in parking 
lots, grafitti appeared; 

• everywhere military statues 
were decorated; jugglers, 
singers and puppeteers 
threaded their way around 

• die-ins, performing in front 
of blockaded streets and 
around the innumerable 
picket lines (anti-apartheid, 
anti-military, etc). 
Participants were 

encouraged to create the kind 
of day they wanted, to protest 
about the issues they felt most 
strongly about and to do it the 
way they wanted* 

Those unable to attend the 
fiont lines contributed to the 
phone blockade by blocking 

DENMARK: 


phone lines from home or 
work* The constant motion of 
people in the streets (some just 
walking back and forth en 
masse to slow down traffic) 
made it difficult for the police 


to stop the actions* 

Months of planning had 
gone into the events, but 
spontaneity still seemed to be 
the password for the day 
according to one account in the 
anarchist Freedom Press; 

"For some , this was the first 
experience of a selfiorganized 
protest and so they were 
unsure of what to do; the need 
to come prepared, take 
initiative, talk to others, etc. 
Loads of people wanted to join 
in and kept asking, "what's 
happening?^ "where's the 
action?' 

LATE FLASH! 

Several hundred anarchists 
chanting “Stop The City” 
blocked rush hour traffic 
through London's financial 
district September 27. 

According to wire service 
dispatches, police arrested 79 
demonstratCHrs for obstruction, 
including a dozen cyclists who 
tried to block traffic near St. 
Paul’s Cathedral. 


"Blof protest creates chaos 


Across the page you'll see an 
open letter from Doug Stewart, 
one of the imprisoned 
Vancouver Five. His letter 
contains valuable insights 
from someone who's given up 
a big chunk of his life in trying 
to figure out the best way to 
bring about social change. 
Meanwhile, we’re hoping to 
stay on our new quarterly 
pubitshing schedule, but need 
help in a few crucial areas. Like 
more people to distribute the 
OR on a bulk basis in their 
neighborhood or city, ie 


LAST YEAR THE "BLACK 
BloU took over Copenhagen for 
two weeks* This year, the 
‘Colored Blot’ repeated that 
success, and tesuliedin 362 
ffie j^eafesf tnas s 
arrest in the history of 
Denmark since WWIl* 

Organized by Copenhagen's 
'Youth House’, the "Black 
Blot' was a united front of 
Danish ‘sub-organizations' 
who staged two weeks of 
' political trouble-making'. 

This year, the same people 
changed this "full power action 
blot' into a cultural carnival, 
starting oft with a big 
‘ anti- cultur al - imperial ism' 
demo, and a "do-it-yourself- 
cuiture-day'. 

The action was followed by a 
"traffic day *; a "makingthe 
town pretty day'; "anti-poverty 
day’; ‘ecology day'; "perverted 
day’; "chaos day'; and 


getting your friendly local 
bookmonger to stock it* We're 
also offering special cheapo 
rates for bulk quantities of our 
back issues (except #1,4 and 5) 
to give away at demos, 
meetings and picnics. Write 
for details. 

HOUSE YOURSELF? THE 
Open Road is planning a 
special feature on anarchist or 
direct action approaches to 
housing* We're looking for 
information apd material on 
squatting, militant tenant 
activity, rent strikes* occu¬ 
pations, howto resist rent 
increases or evictions, forming 
housing coops, etc* Send us 
your stories, pamphlets, 
posters, clippings, photos, 
books, resource material, or 
whatever right now* 


"anti-war day’. 

The mass arrests took place 
on the first day of the protest, 
when 1500 people marched to 
the museum of Denmark’s 
Resistance Movement 
(1940-45), where they sang a 
revised version of the national 
anthem, and lay a memorial 
wreath in memory of those 
killed fighting in the 
resistance. The inscription on 
the wreath read: ‘You did what 
you could’. as a token of 


respect for the resistance 
movements, but a^ o|-din£ 
participants, "atthe s^Se 
time there was a feeling of 
deep disappointment with the 
way Danish society developed 
after the liberation' * After this 
demonstration, the pqlk|5^,^ 
moved in to attack and artest 
people, many of whom were 
squatters from the large 
Danish squatting movement* 
Info for this story ftomEko- 
media Bulletin 


NICARAGUA: 

CIA anarchy comix 


HEY KIDS! SEEN THE 
latest in underground comics? 
It’s the colorful 16 page 
Freedom Fighter's Manual 
complete with 38 proven ways 
to smash the State* 

For a start, try reporting late 
for work and then sloughing off 
when you arrive, leaving lights 
and water on, dogging toilets, 
spreading rumors, damaging 
books and office equipment, 
and pouring sand into engines* 
Off the job, make false hotel 
and plane reservations, set 
fires, call mfalse alarms, cut 
telephone lines, smash 
windows, slash tires, and paint 
anti-government slogans* 


Soon you’ll discover that the 
"essential economic infra¬ 
structure that any government 
needs to function can be easily 
disabled without the use of 
armaments or costly equip¬ 
ment and with a small 
investment of resources and 
time’. 

Want a copy for your very 
own? Better hurry, Uncle Sam 
is trying to give them all away 
to peasants in Nicaragua. 
Order direct from the 
publishers: the Central Intel¬ 
ligence Agency, and be the 
first kid on your block to start 
an insurrection. 


RE-HABILITATION? 

Prisoners build missiles 


THE CANADIAN MILHARY- 
industrial comptexis 
expanding behind prison 
wails. Inmates at Bowden 
Institution in Alberta are 
adapting American drone 
rockets for use by the Canadian 
armedforcesiniheprison’s 
industrial shop. 

Asoneinmatesaid, ""prison 


is the perfect place to locate a 
sensitive industry such as 
military production—behind 
guard towers, concertina wire 
and far from the prying eyes of 
the public. ” 

Just in case prisoners think 
of their own uses tor th e 
missiles, no explosive 
components are handled. 
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THE VANCOUVER FIVE: 


A cruel and 


heavy toll 


SIX YEARS, 10 YEARS, 20, 22 AND A UFE SENTENCE. 
It's an extraordinaty heavy and cruel toll, but that's what has 
been imposed on the five Canadian anti-authoritarian activists, 
variously known as Direct Action, tiie Wimmin’s Fire Brigade, 
and the Vancouvet Five who conducted a highly visible series of 
guerilla actions across Canada in 1982. 


After more than a year of harrowing 
and fnisirating legal runarounds that 
had all the earmarks of a legal 
lynching, the courtroom spectacle 
ground to an abrupt halt in June with a 
final round of guilty pleas, an uplifting 
bit of courtroom theatrics and an 
ultimate onslaught of judicial and 
media vandaUsm against all stan¬ 
dards of truth and fair play. 

The Five had befen arrested near 
Vancouver on Canada’s west coast in 
January 1982, and, in what soon 
shaped us as Canada’s biggest 
guerilla case since the days of the 
Front de Liberation du Quebec more 
than a decade previously, were 
charged with a host of clandestine 
attacks on industries that represented 
some of the most notorious war 
criminals, environmental despoilets, 
and exploiters of women and children 

Branded criminals 

There were three bombing oper¬ 
ations, all conducted in support of 
tnassive^bLic campaigns of protest: 
against the Litton Systems plant near 
Toronto, where parts for the Cruise 
missile are made; against the environ¬ 
mentally destructive Cheekye-Duns- 
muir power project of British Colum¬ 
bia on Vancouver Island; and against 
retail stores of Red Hot video in 
Vancouver, where videotapes glorify- 
ing rape and other forms of savagery 
toward women and children are sold. 

As well, the Five were charged with 
conspiring to hold up a Brinks 
armored car to finance their oper¬ 
ations (the hold-up never took place), 
and a variety of other weapons 
offences. 

After some charges were dropped 
or juggled as part of various deals, 
here are the outcomes: 

• Julie Belmas, now 21, received 20 
years after pleading guilty to Litton, 
Red Hot Video and the Brinks 
conspiracy. 

• Gerry H^nah, 27, got 10 years 
after pleading guilty to Brinks and 
Red Hot- 


• Ann Hansen, 30, convicted on 
Brinks, and pleaded guilty to Red Hot, 
Litton and Cheekye-Dunsmuir. She 
got life. 

• Doug Stewart, 27, got six years for 
Cheekye. He was found innocent on 
Brinks. 

• Brent Taylor, 27, sentenced to a 
total of 20 years on conviction of 
Brinks and a number of weapons 
offences. He still faces a Litton trial in 
Toronto, possibly this winter. 

Ton are a menace, a real threat to 
our Canadian way of life -BC Supreme 
Court Judge Martin Toy, To Ann 
Hansen, 

I AM NOT A TERRORIST I AM A 
PERSON WHO FEELS A MORAL 
OBLIGATION TO DO ALL THAT IS 
HUMANL YPOSSIBLE TO PREVENT 
THE DESTRUCTION OF THE 
EARTH* - Ann Hunsen, to Judge Toy. 


The authorities wanted to have it ' 
both ways in the trials of the Five. And 
for the most part, they succeeded. 
On the one hand, they wanted to 
brand the defendants as 'criminals’ in | 
order to diy up any political sympathy 
or support. But they also wanted to 
whip up a public frenzy over ‘terror¬ 
ism’ and ‘anarchism’m order to be 
able to impose sentences that were 
dearly politically motivated in their 
severity. 

It was a well-orchestrated cam¬ 
paign: leaks to the news media 
guaranteed headlines about the terror 
ist-anarchist ‘threat’; ffie trial venue 
was moved to a distant part of the 
Vancouver region to discourage pub¬ 
lic attendance; the dvil liberties 
nicety of a preliminary hearing to 
weigh the evidence was dispensed 
with; and all the ‘politicar diarges 
were put on hold while the Crown 
(prosecution) got to play with the 
‘criminal’ Brinks charge first. 

Combine that with the fact that the 
Five were refused bail, so they could 



SU PPORTE RS RALLIEO on oourthouse steps during Ann’s sentencing to 
counter obnoxious media coverage. 


not even participate effectively in 
their own defense; plus the use of a 
massive amount of wiretaps Md room 
bugs illegally obtained; and it soon 
became clear that the entire process 
was a hoax. 

Friends and supporters of the Five, 
and community groups, espedally 
feminist groups, fought as best they 
could against the tide to bring some 
public awareness to the issues at stake 
in the case. Not just the police-state 
methods used in the surveillance of 
fte Five and in their judicial railroad¬ 
ing, but also the issues raised by the 
very existence of institutions Hke 
Litton, Cheekye-Dunsmuir and Red 
Hot Video. 

Media ignored issues 

The mainstream media ignored 
these issues; never once did they 
report that these guerilla actions were 
integrated into massive public cam¬ 
paigns of resistance, or, m fact, that 
thCT occurred after widespread legal 
and non-violent protests had been 
totally rebuffed by the authorities. 
Instead, the media chose to represent 
the Five’s actions as if they originated 


out of th e blue, when, in fact, each one 
of the Five was a long-estabfished and 
well-respected member of the vigor- 
, ous anti-authoritarian milieu on 
Canada’s West Coast, and had been 
involved in all sorts of environmental, 
feminist and cultural movements. 

In the courtroom, the story was 
much the same. With the Brinks 
robbery conspiracy charge on first, it 
was very difficult to mount a ‘political’ 
defense. The Crown emphasized the 
portions of the wiretaps which indic¬ 
ated the defendants were prepared to 
defend themselves with force if their 
robbery plan went awry. That was a 
tiny portion of the taps, but it got the 
most attention. Totally Ignored was 
the overwhelming majority which 
showed what great care the Five took 
in planning to avoid anybody - and 
that means anybody - getting hurt. 

With the aid of some skillful legal 
j argument, and a massive amount of 
I research on media bias, the Five were 
able to force the judge to grant them 
more leeway in questioning potential 
jurors in the first trial. But as the days 

continued on page 4 


‘SIMPLER IS BETTER’ 

Lessons from Direct Action 


Hello. I am Doug Stewart, a 
member of Direct Action, and am 
presently serving a lengthy prison 
sentence for a bomb attack on a B.C. 
Hydro substation. I've spent the last 
year in jail reflecting on the actions of 
the previous years, and I have some 
ideas and advice for anyone who is 
considering undertaking similar ac¬ 
tivity. I want to emphasize that I’m 
not attempting a complete analysis of 
these kinds of actions—am offering a 
few particular points that I think 
might fruitfully be discussed and 
thought through. 

Any political action involving ex¬ 


plosives is guaranteed to draw intense 
heat. Because of this, if more than 
one action at this level is contem¬ 
plated, it becomes almost essential to 
be underground with only the most 
necessary and infrequent contact with 
anyone who isn’t. One consequence of 
this is that the group has to be 
emotionally self-sufficient, some¬ 
thing that demands the closest 

attention. Also, the group will be 
politically isolated; it is important to 
make conscious efforts to continue 
political growth, and to keep in touch 
with what the Left as a whole is up to. 


“Guns not worth it" 

I’m a great believer In the principle 
of ‘ ‘simpler is better, ’’ In my opinion, 
much of the paraphernalia normally 
acquired by underground guerrilla 
groups can be dispensed with. One 
example is guns, which on the whole 
I think are not worth the time, money 
and energy it takes to get them, 
niaintain them, and become profreient 
in their use.The only exception I 
might make is of a single handgun for 
armed robberies, although alternative 
methods of raising money ate well 
worth considering.Also falling into 


the category of mote trouble than 
they’re worth are fake identification, 
fraudentiy registered vehicles, soph¬ 
isticated communications equipment, 
and large libraries. Discarding non- 
essential equipment saves a lot of 
money (which equals risk), reduces 
the preparation time before your first 
'action, and generally frees ap time 
and energy for political work. On the 
other hand, stolen LD. can be handy, 
and the mechanical skills of car theft 
and basic burglary are well worth 
acquiring. 

! continued on page 4 
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THE VANCOUVER FIVE. 


Vancouver Five sentenced 



AFTER ANN W ASSENTENCED, supporters stood arm in arm outside 
courthouse^ many walling to mourn the miscarriage of Justice that saw Ann 
receive life and 12 year termson the Brinksand Litton largest respectively. 


from page 3 

in court dragged on^ it became all too 
obvious which way the spectacle was 
heading. A critical blow was when the 
wiretap eveidence was allowed to be 
introduced, despite some very quest¬ 
ionable activities on the part of the 
Mounties' Security Service. Every 
time the defense attempted to ques¬ 
tion the s^urity snoops on any 
essential point, the judge ruled the 
question out of order on the grounds 
of‘National Security'. 

Midway through the trial, Julie and 
Gerry decided to plead guilty; the 
prospects of returning to court every 
day for another dose of bad news was 
just too depressing, and the urge to 
actually start working through a 
definite sentence, rather than wasting 
more Mead time’, took precedence. 

Ann and Brent were convicted of 
the Brinks' conspiracy. Doug^ who did 
not live with the other four during the 
time of heavy surveillance, was 
acquitted for lack of evidence. 

Then came Julie's sentencing and 
that was the turning point for all the 
defendants. Julie's lawyer presented 
an argument based on her relative 
youthfiilness and the fact that she 
expressed repentance for the seven 
injuries caused inadvertantly in the 
Litton blast. But the judge brushed it 
all aside in slamming her with 20 
years. 

The harshness of Julie’s sentence 
convinced the others, says Ann, that 
they had been wasting their time 
trying to play the legal game. 

Ann said later that after her arrest 
she was intimidated by the courts and 
prison, and hoped to be acquitted or 
get less tim^ by-j^bihg 
rules. But now she knew better: ‘In 
order to be honest to my political 
principles, 1 should have refased to 
collaborate in the legal sham and 
simply stated my political reasons for 
doing what I did/ 

The real terrorists 

By pleading guilty to the remaining 
charges, she reserved for herself the 
right to use the courtroom as a forum 
to raise the issues that had been 
ignored up to that point. In a moving 
series of courtroom presentations by a 
series of "expert* witnesses, the 
history of struggle at Litton, Cheekye- 
Dunsmuir and Red Hot Video was 
fully explained. One witness looked 
tight at the judge and asked him what 
he would have done if a defendant was 
brought before him charged with 
blowmg up railroad tracks leading to 
the Auschwitz death camp during the 
Second World War. The judge kept 
his nose in his notebook and never 
bothered to answer. 

Ann took up these themes in her 
final statement, concluding with the 
comment/Businesses such as Litton, 
BC Hydro and Red Hot Video are the 
real terrorists. They are guilty of 
crimes against humanity and the 
earth, yet they are free to carry on 
their illegal activities while those who 
resist and those who ate their victims 
remain in prison. How do we, who 
have no armies, weajjons, power or 
money, stop these criminals before 
they destroy the earth? I believe if ^ 
there is any hope for the fiiture, it lies ' 
in our struggle/ 

As expected, Ann was given life. At 
her sentencing, she got one more 
opportunity to express herself, and 
she did that by picking up a tomato 
she had smuggled into the courtroom 
and heaving it in the direction of the 
judge. It splattered on the curtain 
above his head, and he ducked out of 
the courtrcx)m before he was called on 
to witness any further disruption of 
the court’s decorum. 


Later, Brent and Doug also made 
prepared final statements following 
their guilty pleas. All the statements 
have been published in the current 
edition of Resistance, which is insert¬ 
ed in this issue of Open Road (or send 
a donation to Box 790. Station A, 
Vancouver, BC, Canada), 

The case of the Five has naturally 
had an unsettling effect on aU their 
friends and co-workers, as well as on 
the wider movement. Questions of 


fiompageJ 

On a technical level, it is important 
to destroy all evidence of each action. 
This includes material that is directly 
linked to the action, and also as much 
circumstantial or suggestive evidence 
as possible, It*s better to have to 
duplicate some work, or spend some 
extra money* than it is to carry around 
a lot of incriminating documents, 
tools, clothes, files, materials, etc. 

A related point is that if the cops get 
ontb you, one thing they will definitely ^ 
do is follow you around. It Is important 
not so much to engage in counter- 
surveillance techniques under the as¬ 
sumption that you may be followed, 
but rather to use techniques that allow 
you to detect surveillance when it 
starts. If you determine that you are 
being followed, don't freak out, but do 
destroy all evidence, even if only 
vaguely incrimmating. This is another 
advantage of having little gear - you 
can dump what you do have and split, 
quickly and easily and without great 
loss. 

Medimn l«vel actions 

The key recommendation 1 would 
make is that before undertaking a 
course of high-level activity, that is, 
bombings, a group would do well to 
consider the possibility of medium 
level activity, that is, arson and 
serious mechanical sabotage. The 
following points compare the two 
alternatives. 

One obvious advantage of medium 
level actions is that they are easier to 
do than bombings. Technically, they 
are much simpler, although any action 
requires thoughtful and careful prep¬ 
aration. It is not as necessary to be 
underground, which potentially elim- 
1 mates a great deal of work and 


appropriate tactics and styles of 
organization have been examined 
with new intensity; the issue of armed 
struggle is no longer just an abstract 
debating point. 

But what tangible results derived 
from the actions? It’s obvious that at 
least one goal was achieved in all of 
the arfons: to focus national* and 
even international attention on the 
targetted evils. But beyond that* it’s 


come together easily and quickly 
around a particular issue. Medium 
level activity is oriented more towards 
individual actions and less towards a 
complete lifestyle demanding long 
term* fiill time commitment, al¬ 
though that is not necessarily the 
case. 

Another advantage of this kind of 
work is that it has much less intense 
impact on one’s personal life. K you 
are not underground, you are less 
emotionally isolated, and the overall 
stress level is very much lower. 
Capture for a medium level action 
would be less devastating in every 
way. A two or three year sentence is no 
joke, but it is substantially easier to 
deal with than a ten or twenty year 
one. 

Gel aducated 

A period of engaging in medium 
level activity would be a valuable 
experience before escalating the 
situation. It would provide an oppor¬ 
tunity to acquire technical skills, test 
individuals' suitability, and build 
group unity. Til add here that a minor 
bust is almost a mandatory educ¬ 
ational experience for anyone under- 
I taking serious illegality, although a 
non-political bust is obviously prefer¬ 
able. 

direct effect of a medium level 
action will tend to be less than that of a 
bombing, but there is considerable 
potential for the ingenious to be 
effective. Tm distinguishing here 
between direct action, which is 
intended to physically stop or damage 
something or to do monetary damage, 
and symbolic action, which is intend¬ 
ed to raise consciousness or to inspire. 

One unique characteristic of Can 
ada is that there is almost no illegal 


necessary to examine each action in 
its specific context within the mass 
movement to make an assessment. 

• In the case of Red Hot Video* there 
was a well-organized and militant 
aboveground campaign already at 
! work in the Vancouver area in 

opposition to the merchandising of 
violence against women. When the 
Wimmin’s Fire Brigade struck, the 
aboveground movement was ready 
with an educational campaign to 
explain, if not quite to endorse t the 
action- Two pom stores promptly shut 
down in fear of similar retribution, 
and the authorities attempted to head 
off the growing movement by charg¬ 
ing several others with obscenity. 
Since then, however, the porn busi¬ 
ness in BC has resumed its growth 
pattern. 

• The bombing of Cheekye-Dunsmuir 
had no identifiable effect, mainly 
because the aboveground campaign 
had already admitted defeat. Maybe - 
^ere would have been more bomb¬ 
ings, but fai the absence of a robust 
mass movement, their effect would 
have been uncertain. 

• At Litton, there had been a mass 

^f sit-ins and other forms of 
civil disobedience; these escalated 
after the bombing. The result has 
been that Litton has lost its Cruise 
contract, and Litton officials blame 
both the bombing, the only sabotage 

continued on page 13 


pdirical activity. This makes carrying 
out such acftvity j^articula prom¬ 
inent and dangerous. A group doing 
medium level actions is less likely to 
be rapidly caught than a group doing 
bombings, and by surviving longer 
and doing more actions* they increase 
their political effect, both direct and 
symbolic. 

Part-time guerillas 

Part of the point of illegal actions is 
to expand the existing spectrum of 
political activity, that is, to encourage 
the development of illegality of all i 
types and at aP levels. Anyone who is 
in fact encouraged is not likely to 
move from straight organizing to 
guerrilla activity in one jump, but wiH | 
gradually move towards greater risk | 
taking. So, in the particular situation | 
in Canada of there being virtually no ; 
existing illegality, I think medium 
level actions may well be just as | 
effective as ‘high’ in inspiring and I 
encouraging people to step out a little. 
High level actions have the advantage 
of greater publicity and their spemc- , 
ular nature may have greater inspirat- | 
ional value, but medium actions have 
the precisely corresponding advant : 
age that they ate easier for most | 

I people to empathize with. On tech- : 
nic^i organizational, personal and | 
political levels, it is easier for a typical i 
left activist to see herself, for 
example* firebombing some partic- j 
ular institution, than it is for her to , 
contemplate going underground and | 
becoming a full time guerrilla. 

^ To repeat myself, the above scat¬ 
tered comments are intended only to 
point towards areas to be explored. ; 
The final results depend on your own 
thoughtfulness and creativity. 

—OAKALLA PRISON, 1984 
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HOOKERS ORGANIZE. 


At home in 
the house of 
the Lord 


byMarfianne van Loon 


THE WEEKEND OF JULY 21 AND 22 IS THE FEAST OF MARY 

Magdalen, the woman reputed to have been the lover of Jesus, 
and a prostitute. This is the weekend that Vancouver hookers and 
women supporters occupied Christ Church Cathedral in the city's. 
West End. 


The occupation was the latest in a 
series of actions prostitutes and 
supporters have taken to make the 
British Columbia government lift a 
recently imposed injunctioii against 
soliciting, and to decriminalize pros¬ 
titution. 

"ibe injunction is particularly opp¬ 
ressive and the courts may well find it 
unconstitutbnaL It names prostitutes 
as public nuisances, and anyone who 
police deem to be soliciting in the 
ci^^s West End can be arrested and 
jailed for up to 2 years if unable to 
pay the $2000 fine. The onus is on the 
accused prostitute to prove her inno¬ 
cence* and it comes down to her word 
against the cops'. It Is left up to the 
cops tp decide whether or not she was 
hooking at the time. Despite a lockout 
that halted all buses for 3 months, 
hitchhiking is cited as soliciting, 

is also re¬ 
in a city where police harassment 
and brutality against prostitutes is 
common, the intent of this injunction 
is clear; to stop all street prostitution 
without providing any economic al¬ 
ternatives to the adults and children 
who must sell their bodies to survive, 

''Open season” 

The occupation, organized by the 
Alliance for the Safety of Prostitutes 
(ASP), began Friday noon as we 
arrived for the 12:10 service with our 
sleeping bags. The church was not 
caught entirely unawares: supporters 
within the church knew that some¬ 
thing was afoot. After the service the 
Archbishop of BC and the Yukon left 
the microphone open for us to speak. 
But they were taken unawares when 
Sally de Quadros, ASP organizer, 
took the microphone and announced 
that we would be staying until Mon¬ 
day. She said Trostitutes and sup¬ 
porters are occupying Christ Church 
Cathedral to protest the passing of 
the interim injunction on July fourth, 
1984, declaring prostitutes a public 
nuisance, which m essence makes it 
‘open season* on prostitutes, thereby 
stripping us of what little human and 
dvil rights we had. * 

‘We are also protesting the viol¬ 
ence perpetrated against the pros¬ 
titutes by the police, pimps and 
tricks. The harassment by the police 
has increased since the passing of the 
injunction, 

’The church was chosen for this 
action, as historically the role of the 
church has been to act as a sanctuary 
for the oppressed. And we wish to 
bring to public attention information 
that has been withheld from them by 
the media,' said dc Quadros. 

The church agreed to give sanc¬ 
tuary, out under the numerous re¬ 
strictions they imposed, it was more 
like Jail. No supporters or interested 
parishioners were to be allowed 

The first day of the occupation the 


inside the church to talk, telephone 
access was extremely limited, and 
any of us going outside for a breath of 
air would not be allowed back inside. 
Doors wouldn't be opened until reg¬ 
ular church hours on Sunday, but a 
'dialogue' would be organized for 
Sunday afternoon. Fearing reoer- 
cussions for sisters on the streets if 
^we were to be hauled out by police, 
iwe agreed to the demands, albeit not 
without strong reservations and some 
internal conflict. 


US Pros* a San Francisco prostitute 
collective, stormed the Canadian em¬ 
bassy to demand the lifting of the 
injunction. They sent telegrams and 
also registered an official complaint 
at the United Nations against the 
violation of human rights in Canada. 
Later telegrams of support arrived 
from US Pros in Tulsa, the Australian 
Collective of Prostitutes, Philadel¬ 
phia Wages For Housework and the 
English Collective of Prostitutes 
(ECP). Monday the ECP organized a 
support protest in London. 

The media jumped into action with 
amazing speed. Obviously, prostit¬ 
ution is a hot item; sex and vioience. 
A single phone call to the national 
wire service produced four TV crews, 
plus numerous radio and print para¬ 
sites for the Friday press conference. 

Their favorite question, one that 
would hound occupiers for the dur¬ 
ation: 'How many of you are actually 
prostitutes?' and even more obnox¬ 
ious, ‘Which of you are prostitutes?*. 


Patiently de Quadros and Arrington 
explained that the question is irre- 
jlevant. Also they added that by 
lexposing identities they would en¬ 
danger those of us working the 
streets. Except for de Quadros and 
Arrington, the women wore black 
masks when dealing with the press. 

Outside, supporters leafletted 
passersby. Most people they talked to 
on the street were interested and 
sympathetic. They also organized 
candlelight vigOs every evening of the 
occupation. At some risk, small 
groups of prostitutes left their street 
comers and strolled across the Gran¬ 
ville Street border into forbidden 
territory. Various individual men and 
men's ^ups organized food. Die one 
organizer who was allowed in and out 
of the church, Marie Arrington, ran 
errands, arranged media coverage, 
amd spoke with women’s and pros¬ 
titutes' organizations around the 
world. 

Coverage that night was suprising- 
ly fair, ^ven the obnoxious attitude of 
most reporters. The action was ob¬ 
viously successful in attaining media 
exposure for the concerns of pros¬ 
titutes and women in general. Though 
later coverage was less favorable as 
media competed in trying to discredit 
the action and find out which of us 
were prostitutes, the action forced the 
media to present the demands of a 
group that has historically had little 
power and virtually no ability to gain 
press coverage. 

Very little of the coverage of 


prostitution in Vancouver has even 
acknowledged the existence of ASP, 
let alone come to ASP for comment. 

The fact that this action had 
international connections contributed 
to forcing the media to pay attention. 
Not only were there pickets at Canad¬ 
ian consulates in San Francisco and 
London during our occupation, but 
this was the third such action taken 
by prostitutes. In 1975 prostitutes 
occupied churches in France, in 1982 
the English Collective of E*rostitutes 
did the same in London. These earlier 
actions, and the traditional role of the 
church in providing sanctuary, were 
the reasons a church was chosen for 
the occupation. 

Sanctuary or occupation, Christ 
Church preferred to put on its best 
face and insist that were were their 
guests. That was obviously not true 
but we went along with it to protect 
the safety of the women on the 
streets. 

Friday night we were threatened 
with eviction if we attempted to 


communicate with our supporters 
through the small openings above the 
frosted glass windows. We had along 
day of confinement until the next 
night, when supporters finally dis* 
covered where we were being kept 
fand moved the vigil to the alley so 
1 that we could join in. 

Supporter^ brought flowers, also 
banners proclaiming 'Maty Mag¬ 
dalen Was A Right On Woman’, ‘No 
Cops, No Pimps’, and ‘Free the 
Five’, which was promptly followed 
by Tree the 13’ (refeirbig to the 
occupiers). 

Sunday was the day of die nro- 
fmised dialogue, the one small con¬ 
cession we had gained. After the 
late-morning service, in which priest 
Barb Clay and the Arohbishop spoke 
much of loving, accepting each other 
and working for change, the dialogue 
began. 

Many parishioners and supporters 
attended, sitting facing the row of 
occupiers, who had taken off their 
masks as no media cameras were 
present. 

One of the fust questions asked 
was ‘Is prostitution really the only 
option for those who are on the 
streets?*. 

Not all women, we explained, turn to 
prostitution. Some steal, some have 
supportive families, some have male 
friends, some work under the table, 
some subsist on the margin. Though 
the unemployment rate here is one of 
the highest in North America, the 
welfare system is entirely inade¬ 


quate, especially for women with 
children and teenagers too young to 
qualify. Estimates indicate sixty per 
cent of Vancouver prostitutes ate 
single parents. For prostitutes who, 
are women of colour, employment 
prospects are particularily grim. 
Under all these conditions, it is not 
suprising that prostitution is seen as 
one of the only options for poor 
women: it is survival. 

De Quadros underscored these 
facts with the story of how she 
became a prostitute. Pregnant by a 
gang tape, she found abortion impos¬ 
sible to obtain. On a meagre hair- 
. dresser’s salary, she could not sup¬ 
port her twin children. She turned to 
prostitution. | 

It’s not a glamorous occupation, 
nor is the money anywhere as plenti- 
fiil as many people believe, said de 
Quadros. ‘It is hard and degrading, 
and prostitutes are among the most 
vulnerable, oppressed and exploited 
of all women,* she said. A prostitute 

, continued on page 13 
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PREYING MANTIS BRIGADE: 


BEAUTY PAGEANT PROTEST: 

‘Myth California’ exposed 


Santa Cruz* Califomia, where pop¬ 
ular myths about sun-tanned* beach- 
happy Barbie doll blondes get chewed 
up and spat out regularly bv militant 
feminist action groups like the Prey¬ 
ing Mantis Women's Brigade. 

Whether they * re protesting anoTher 
mindless Miss California beauty pag¬ 
eant or trying to stop the saie oi 
women^hating magazines* the Brig¬ 
ade consistently grabs headlines and 
public attention when they take to the 
streets with original theatre or simple 
direct actions. 

Their notorious 'hit and destroy* 
forays three years ago into local stores 
that sold Hustler magazine {they 
walked into stores and tore up or 
defaced hundreds of copies) convin¬ 
ced dozens of outlets to discontinue 
selling the misogynist rag and inspir¬ 
ed similar attempts by other women's 
groups elsewhere. That battle contin¬ 
ues. 

Recently, the PMWB convinced the 
owners of a liquor store to dump 
Hustler with the help of store-front 
theatre and a large gold-painted 
dildo. Backed up by a display of 
violent pornography from the pages of 
Hustler, they were ready to present 
the dildo 'trophy' to the owners in 
front of TV cameras if the store really 
wanted 'that special recognition they 
deserve for courageously standing up 
for the rights of men to profit from the 
depiction of rape and torture * 

Confronted with cameras, reporters 
and the gold dildo, the owners refused 
the award and instead agreed to sign a 
pledge not to sell Hustler or any 
sexually violent publication from 
Hustler's publisher, the Flynt Corpor¬ 
ation. The pledge included a clause 
that said the owners were responsible 
to review the magazines and ensure 
they didn’t contain any sexually 
violent material. 

Direct Action politics 

Later, two members of the Brigade 
were arrested when they continued 
their campaign against the sale of 
Hustler by tearing up copies inside 
a comer store- As part of the action. 
Brigade members scrawled a seven¬ 
teen mile chalk message between two 
liquor stores which read: 'Violence in 
the Media = Violence in Society * 
Violence in the Media...' Nikki Craft* 
one of those arrested, said the chalked 
message was 'an inexpensive means 
of free expression for people who do 
not own presses and magazines—like 
women/ 

On the warpath for some eight 
years now against violence against 
women, the PMWB has scored many 
direct hits, combining art with their 
politics to get their message across. 
(See Open Road for an account of 
Santa Cruz women's direct confront-J 
ations with rapists): 

• During the live telecast of a bathing 
suit judging for Miss California* three 
women tossed raw meat gussied with 
red ribbons onto the stage; 

• Audiences at a Miss California 
beauty pageant had to walk up steps 
where survivors of rape had poured 
their blood. Banners greeted them: 
^Each person entering this auditorium 
walks on the blood of raped women.' 

• In a beauty pageant parade, ‘Miss 
Stake’ modelled a 35 pound gown of 
scalloped bologna and olive loaf with a 
wiener neckline garnished by parsley. 


MYTH CALIFORNIA PAGEANT. ''No more molds for Women’' float by Nikki 
Craft. **Ovar the float, a bouquet of phalli, mounted on a bleeding world globe, 
ejaculates U .S. flags, while It rotateeabove 120 primping, molded ceramic 
barble^oll entrants. 


Women wore warpaint instead of 
cosmetics and cried out: 'Judge meat, 
not women,’ 

• Outside another beauty pageant, 
the theme of a counter pageant was 
‘weight slavery'. 800 ‘Myth Califor¬ 
nia' contestants, some shackled by 
bathroom scales, leaped through hula 
hoops labelled ‘Beauty Obedience 
School/ 

California beauty pageants once 
were sacred, until the Brigade chal- 
leng.^d them with *Myth California. ’ 

Each year, in the Miss California 
Beauty Pageant Grand Parade women 
ride on flo^^er-covered floats or fancy 
carts, paraded through Santa Cruz to 
the contest where they're weighed, 
measured and judged like livestock at 
a county fair. 

Since 1982, though, Preying Mantis 
has joined in the parade. Last year* 
PMWB entries, ‘Myth California’ and 
‘Miss Chievous’ brought up the rear 
of the parade in a pink Rambler 
convertible, scattering com flakes to 
the crowd (in recognition of the 
corporate sponsorships behind the 
event). Their float was a revolving 
white porcelain toilet bowl with plastic 
American flags sticking out of it. 

The 1982 float of a planet earth, 
topped by erect penises ejaculating 
American flags (see photo) was 
damaged by incensed onlookers. 

At a pageant protest women wore 
banners identifying them as Miss 
Demeanor, Miss Fortune, Miss Infor-^ 
med. Miss Ogyne, Miss Steak and 
Miss Used. Several women dressed as 
skeletons to protest unreal standards 
of thinness* carried a twig-like female 


figure on a cross with the banner 
‘Miss Anna Rexia', parodying anorex 
ia nervosa, a psychological disorder of 
self-starvation and obsessive exercise 
which affects millions of mostly young 
women aiming for un-natural stand¬ 
ards of thinness. The Playboy stand¬ 
ards of beauty which rule the official 
pageants were decried at the counter 
pageant: 

The main point of the protest was 
clear: 'the Myth California Pageant 
reinforces the objectification of wo¬ 
men, making the rapist mentality in 
our culture possible and permis- 
sable.' 

With the same line of attack, the 
Cross Your Heart Support Network 


(see sidebar) zeroed in on a ‘Ms. (sic) 
Nude America Pageant/ Again, they 
poured the blood from raped women 
before the auditorium doors to make 
the connection between rape and the 
meat market appraisal of women. 
They said they were protesting not the 
nudity, but the beauty pageant, for 
the same reasons they protested the 
Miss California contest. Said one 
protester: 'Judging women as sex 
toys means seeing us as something 
less than human. Seeing women as 
less than human is precisely what 
enables men with power to discrimin¬ 
ate against us, in our public and 
private lives. It is exactly this which 
enables 'ordinary men’ to harass us 
sexually at work and to beat or rape 
us. This is exactly what enables our 
society to disregard our grievances 
about these atrocities.’ Six women 
and one man were arrested for spilling 
blood at the pageant. 

Street porn 

The PMWB has said that they have 
never wanted to hide or suppress 
violent pornography. ‘Our aim has 
always been to expose it to the public 
for what it is: political propaganda 
against women’s freedom and wo¬ 
men’s rights,’ 

So, in 'true artistic expression’, last 
International Women's Day the Brig¬ 
ade celebrated their 'freedom of 
political communication' by display 
ing pornography in the streets. 

‘We are informing the women and 
girls what the men and boys are 
reading in their bathrooms. We 
should be aware of whatjs being said 
about us by an industry th^ 
movies and records combined. Lots 
of women don’t really know these 
magazihes exist. We may know that 
men look at pictures of naked women, 
but do we know that men are looking 
at pictures of women being rapfed/ 
knifed/tied up and tortured/electro- 
cuted/murdered? That men are 
chuckling over ‘clever’ cartoons about 
the sexual abuse of little girls?’ 

The tract handed out at the action 
headed ‘Censorship silences—our 
goal is not silence’, presented a 
perspective other feminist groups 
would question: Tt’s time that the 
men who buy and consume these 
images answer publicly for their 
attitudes. Let them produce violent 
pornography if they want to, let them 
buy it if they want to. But let the 
women and kids around them know 
what kind of men they are, what 
opinion of us they endorse, what 
thoughts they enjoy thinking about 
us, and what lies they like to tell about 
us behind our backs. ' 

More mformation on the PMWB 
from PO Box 1729, Santa Cruz* Ca. 
95061 


On the beach 


When’s the last time a California 
beach boy ever got arrested for 
surfing topless? For women in Santa 
Cruz, the battle to doff the shirt is no 
trivial issue. 

Members of the Cross Your Heart 
Support Network - an offshoot of the 
Preying Mantis Women’s Brigade - 
have been arrested for going topless 
on public beaches in their attempts to 
challenge the sexual discrimination in 
California's nudity law. 

According to the Support Network, 
gender discrimination in the law 
serves the interests of the State and 
male sexual fantasies. The right to go 
topless, they say, would disrupt these 


male fantasies. It would hurt money¬ 
making photo scams for photo¬ 
graphers. With women walking 
around topless as a common sight* 
advertising agencies couldn’t capital¬ 
ize on bare breast exposure. 

As one member of the Network put 
it: ‘The fact that men can legally profit 
from utilizing women's breasts as a 
titillating commodity, while women 
are being handcuffed and imprisoned 
for baring their own breasts for 
personal comfort is an example of 
extreme legal bias/ 

During the '20's, women were stUl 

continued on page 12 
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AMERICAN NATIVES: 


AIM WARRIORS IN COURT: 

Fighting white justice - again 



FOURAIM WARRIOflS-LEONARD 

Peltier, Dennis Banks, and the Butler 
cousins, Dino and Gary - are sched¬ 
uled to appear in law courts this fall. 
Peltier will finally be getting his long- 
awaited evidentiary hearing in his 
struggle to win a new trial on the 1975 
Pine Ridge shootings of two FBI 
agents; Banks will be sentenced for 
his pari in the 1973 Custer Courthouse 
riot; and the Butlers will be appealing 
their 1982 convictions resulting from a 
car chase with Vancouver police in 
1981, 

Peltier's hearing, originally sched¬ 
uled for Sept, 24 in Fargo, North 
'Dakota, has unexpectedly been 
shifted to Oct, 1st in Bismarck, N,D. 
Although the official reasons for the 
move arc unclear, supporters claim it 
may have something to do with the 
effective education campaign under¬ 
taken by them on Peltier's case in 
Fargo and the mayor's recent state¬ 
ment in support of Peltier's demand 
for a new trial* However, the Leonard 
Peltier Defence Committee has an¬ 
nounced it will hold another Citizen's 
Review Commission in Bismarck 
Sept. 27 and 28 to publicly examine 
evidence of FBI misconduct in the 
case. 

Judge Paul Benson - the same 
reactionary who illegitimately con¬ 
victed Peltier in 1977 and rejected 
later appeals - continues to refuse to 
remove himself from the case. The 
Oct. 1st hearing has already been 
limited to the meaning of an FBI 
teletype message and its relation to 
ballistics evi<fence introduced at Pel- 
tier's *77 trial - evidence which proved 
to be the fragile backbone of the pro¬ 
secution's case then. It is rather 
unlikely that Benson would permit or 
order the divulgence of any new 
relevant material in Peltier' s defence. 

Meanwhile, the lockdown crisis 
continues at Marion super-maximum 
prison where Peltier • among several 
other political prisoners - has been 
confined for most of his sentence. In 
addition to the continuing program of 
brutality and torture at Marion, it was 
publicly revealed last spring that the 
prison's water supply is severely 
contaminated with dioxin-laden PCB 
emanating from what has now been 
recognized as Illinois' worst toxic 
waste dump. Peltiett along with 
fellow 'Fast for Life' participants 
(see Open Road §16} Standing Deer 
and A1 Garza, have pledged to renew 
their fasts if moved back to Marion. 
All three have been kept at Spring- 
field, Mo. prison hospital since the 
end of their fasts Last summer. The 
spiritual fasts, marked by force feed¬ 
ings and a series of curious manoeuv¬ 
res and false statements by the 
authorities, gained widespread atten¬ 
tion only in the Soviet press. 

Dennis Banks 

In a repetition of historical coin¬ 
cidence, Dennis Banks will face sent¬ 
encing Oct 8th in Rapid City on a 
1975 conviction. It was in June of 1975 
while Banks was on trial in a Rapid 
City courthouse on charges he partici¬ 
pated in the '73 riot which followed 
police assault on Sarah Bad Heart 
Bull, on the steps of the Custer, S,D, 
raurthouse - that the Pine Ridge, S.D. 
shootings of Joe Stuntz and two FBI 
agents occurred. In an ironic turn of 
affairs, Banks may now be sentenced 


from 15 - 20 years imprisonment 
barely a week after Peltier begins a 
critical stage in his legal bid for 
freedom. Banks turned himself in to 
S.D, police Sept. 13 after spending 
some time at Pine Ridge with his 
relatives, ending a near-decade long 
exile which found Banks hounded by 
S.D. and then Oregon police. Banks 
won asylum first in California and 
then at Onondaga nation in upstate 
New York. 

Butlers win rs-lrial 

Finally, Peltier's co-defendant in 
the Pine Ridge case, Dino Butler, and 


W HE N YOU’ RE U NEM PLOYED AND 

starving and the State doesn't trust 
you with more than a $154 a month 
welfare cheque because you're under 
30, what's the politically correct thing 
to do? 

That's what a coalition of young 
people in Quebec have been trying to 
figure out this past year through a 
campaign of occupations, demon¬ 
strations and hunger strikes aimed at 
chatting the economic and social 

S oUcies of the ruling nationalist Parti 
luebecois government. 

With no help from the once militant 
but now stagnant Quebec labour 
movement, and with imemployment 
rising (officially over 15 per cent in the 
provmce), young unemployed Que- 
becois organizea themselves into the 
Regroupement Autonome des Jeunes 
(Autonomous Youth Group) -RAJ- a 
province-wide coalition of individuals 
and groups whose politics range from 
anarchist to authoritarian, but who 
share one minimum objective: welfare 
parity with the over 30's* 

It's hard enough for those over 30 
years of age on welfare in Quebec to 
survive on $423 a month, but the $154 
a month pittance for those under 30 is 
just a bad joke. 

Early this summer RAJ organized 
enough high profile actions to turn 
them into an instant media darling. 
Among Ihe actions: 

• More than 200 young welfare 
recipients staged an unlimited occu¬ 
pation of the social service central 
office in Montreal, After three days 


his cousin, Gary Butler, have been 
granted a re-trial on their 1982 
convictions stemming from a car 
chase with Vancouver Police in 
February 1981. The victory is a 
pyrrhic one, however, since Dino was 
already scheduled to be released this 
October after serving his full sentence 
and Gary was to have been released in 
April of ‘85, Instead, the Butlers face 
the possibility of increased sentences 
if they are re convicted of the *82 
charges. Both men could conceivably 
end up with an extra 5 - 10 years to 
serve.in Canadian prisons. Should the 
Butlers win their appeal - scheduled to 


j and nights it ended when the riot 
squad smashed their way into the 
building and arrested 16 people. 

• Two RAJ members staged hunger 
stiikes (they were already starving on 
the welfare payments), one lasting 25 
days, which finished outside the office 
of the Montreal Stock Exchange *to 
show where the real power i$'. 

• RAJ members occupied the offices 
of several provincial government 
members for two days unto they were 
thrown out. 

• 40 young welfare recipients demon¬ 
strated on the floor of the Montreal 
Stock Exchange and some were 
injured when stock exchange workers 
forcibly ejected them. 

Other actions included a human 
j chain blockade around the stock- 
exchange tower and a limited occup- 
1 ation of a Canadian army recruiting 
centre to non-mUitary subsidiaries to 
the Quebec armaments industry. 

Like any mixed coalition, RAJ has 
to contend with the deadening hand of 
the authoritarian groupuscules within 
it. There is an on-going power 
struggle between the Marxist-Lenin- 
ists who push dialogue with the 
government and basic lobbying ap¬ 
proaches as opposed to the direct 
action oriented and feminist politics 
advocated by others. 

As well, there are basic disagree- 
iments over issues like the ‘right to 
work' versus therighttothe means of 
survival; the role of professional 
student organizers who tend to define 


take place Nov. 14 to 23 in Burnaby, 
BC - the Canadian injustice system 
will be exposed for its racism and 
persecution of the men who have 
continued to struggle for Indian 
religious freedom in Canadian prisons 
after being denied their basic human 
rights by Canadian courts. (The 
Butlers have met with some limited 
success in the introduction of Indian 
spiritual ceremonies in Canadian 
prisons such as Kent in BC.) Even if 
the Butlers emerge victorious in the 
November re-trial, their struggle 
against legal persecution will likely 
only be transferred back to the US, 
where both men face a series of 
murder charges in connection with the 
death in 1981 of an Oregon man well 
known for robbing Indian graves for 
the sale of artifacts. 

Both Dino and Gary, far from 
^ avoiding these more serious charges, 
have continually called for their return 
to Oregon so that the true story may 
emerge. Instead, both Canadian and 
American officials have avoided this, 
preferring to keep the Butlers tied up 
in Canada, far away from their home 
base in Oregon. This behaviour lends 
credence to supporters' claims that 
the charges are unjustified and that 
the State lacks substantive evidence 
linking the Butlers to the killing. 

For more info, or to express 
support, contact LPDC at 2524 16th 
S., Seattle, WA 98144; (206) 322- 
6261; Society of the People Struggling 
to be Free can be reached at Box 69092 
Stn. 'K', Vancouver, BC. 


objectives in terms limited to student 
interests; and sexism within the 
coalition (a separate women's caucus 
eventually formed). 

The old 'right to work’ demand has 
prevailed within the coalition, but it’s 
been tempered slightly with qualffiers 
that the work be ‘non-military and 
non-pomographic'. 

Organizationally, the Marxists 
advocated a complex centralized 
structure for RAJ with a national 
executive council and membership 
cards. They argued for a strategy of 
petition campaigns and summer train¬ 
ing camps, to culminate in mass 
mobilizations of students this fall. 

The anti-authoritarians fought for a 
minimum of structure allowing each 
person to participate in the decision 
making process in the general assem¬ 
blies. If and when the need for 
cx)mmoii large-scale actions was felt, 
they would form a national coordinat¬ 
ing council of regional delegates with 
a limited mandate of coordinating this 
one action only. Instead of the 
Icentralists' desire for ‘mass actions', 
the anti-authoritarians were pushing 
I for original and more militant direct 
actions as a means to pressure the 
government. 

Because the Marxists have a 
prevailing influence within RAJ, the 
anarchists and their friends are now 
working out strategies of their own 
outside of but parallel to those of RAJ* 
In the words of one of them; *We don't 
intend to wait for RAJ which is now 
polluted with left groupuscules rotten 
with pretension to take actions. We 
will organize otherwise*' 


Montreal on $5 a day 
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INDIGENOUS PEOPLE 


by W!nona La Duke 


call it the Ring of Fire. 
Volcanoes border the entire Pacmc 
Ocean from the Phillipines to Mt, Sr. 
Helens, and Hawaii sits in the 
middle—3000 miles from ati>1:hing. 
Although the US puts Hawaii in a 
! small box off of California's Catalina 
I Island and Alaska—Hawaii is really in 

I the Pacific, a separate, and struggling 
I geo-political entity. It is also a very 
I strategic region, Hawaii is the last 
I frontier in an era of US expansion, 

! given the dubious honor of statehood 
in 1959—18 years after Pearl Harbor 
and the US entrance into World War 
11. Today on all 8 of the Hawaiian 
Islands, the people and the aina (land) 
are simply tr>iiig to survive, in what 
' has become someone else’s paradise. 

Pacific Cofnmaiid 

Haw'aii is the darkest state in the 
[ union, w ith less than 18 per cent of the 
population Caucasian, Hawaii is also 
the most militarfeed state - economi¬ 
cally, politically, and simply in terms 
of land control by the Department of 
Defense, ‘If the military doesn't claim 
it, then the pineapple, sugar, or 
timber companies do\ is a common 
understanding in a iand of paradox. 
Some 90 per cent of the privately 
owned acreage in Hawaii is estimated ; 
to belong to some 75 individuals and 
corporations. Hawraii is a paradise, 
but it is also an occupied land - and 
some people have paid a dear price for 
that over the years. 

Hawaii is the * brain' of the 
Pentagon's Pacific Command, Hawaii 
is also the headquarters for military 
activities that control more than half 
the earth's surface - from the west 
coast of North America to the east 
' coast of Africa, From Antarctica to the 

I Arctic. The command covers some 70 
per cent of the w^orld's oceans. From 
his headquarters at Camp Smith near 
Pearl Harbor, the Commander in 
Chief-Pacific (CINPAC) directs all 
components of the US armed forces in 
Asia-Pacific; the Army, Navy, Air¬ 
force, Marines, in an integrated 
command. CINPAC also directs the 
separate, unified commands in Japan 
and Korea. 

■ There are over 100 mOitary instalb 
^ ations in the Hawaiian islands, with 
fully 10 per cent of the state and 25 per 
cent of Oahu under direct control. All 
lands were confiscated (by DOD) m 
1941, and all have become increas* 
ingiy important to the United States. 
Hawaii is the loading and reloading 
base for all of the Pacific. It is in Pearl 
Harbor Naval Shipyard - Hawaii’s 
largest indusTrial enterprise, that fuel 
I rods are replaced in the Navy's 
I nuclear powered submarines. In 1972, 

1 Oahu alone was the storage site for 
some 3200 nuclear weapons. And 
representing the second largest in¬ 
come for the state (contributing a 
w'hopping 35 per cent of revenues 
directly), the 50,000 military person¬ 
nel basedon the islands enjoy a status 
the local people see as a clear 
‘occupying force . 

The Invisible island 

Sometimes it doesn’t even appear 
on airlines' maps of the Hawaiian 
islands, and if it does, it appears as a 
fetus-shaped island, * totally unin¬ 
habited’. A paradise for the ship¬ 
wrecked? Hardly, unless you happen 
to be from the Pacific Command, who 
was occasionally quoted in the Hono 
lulu Advertiser saying (contrary to 
popular belief) 'Kaho’olawe is not a 
recreational spot for the brass.' 
Kaho‘olawe is. how^ever, the only 







fKowqiIqQ 




Fr.5htafl:*t 


Ft. OaRuHy' 


National Historic Monument utilized 
year-round as a bombing range by the 
Department of Defense, 

Kaho'oiawe is the story of Hawaii in 
H microcosm. For centuries, Kaho’- 
oiawe has been a monastery for 
Haw^aiian religion, and the sacred 
departing place for traditional voy¬ 
ages to Tahiti—3000 miles away. In 
1941, it was taken by the Department 
of Defense. The people, at that point 
farmers and ranchers, were moved 
out, and the brass moved in. For 43 
years now, the island has been a 


* *The only National 
Historic Monument 
used year-round as 
a bombing range. ” 


bombing target for an expanding 
variety of imaginative military exer¬ 
cises. The latest exercise is the 
RIMPAC manoeuvre entitling the 
■pacific rim’ states of Australia, 
Canada, Japan and New Zealand to 
practice in unison every two years- 
The manoeuvres, coordinated by the 
7th Fleet, are extensive, both in terms 
of exercises and personnel. Lasting 
nearly a month, anti-submarine, 
torpedo, and counter vessel actions 
provide the basis on which the troops 
are divided into ‘friendly and enemy’ 
camps. Each side provides ‘target 
services’ to the other. At last count 
(June 1984) some 50,000 combat 
personnel, 250 planes and 80 war¬ 
ships from participating countries 
were involved. However, only Canada 
remains compliant with the U.S. 
In the shellmg of Kaho'olawre. Japan, 
Australia, and NZ have all relented to 
international pressure and discon¬ 
tinued their participation in that 
portion of RIMPAC involving the 
desecration of Kaho’olawe, 

Since its inception ini 1974, the 
Protect Kaho'olawe Ghana (Ghana 
means family) has led an escalating 
struggle to reclaim the island. By 
1976, the island was the site of 


litigation over the cultural signifi¬ 
cance to Native Hawalians. After a 
Court ordered the Navy to begin an 
archeological survey, at least 544 
separate sites were discovered on the 
island. The Ghana contends that at 
least four times as many sites are 
there - and many of them lie within the 
bombing range. By 1981, the Ghana 
had signed a Consent Decree with the 
Navy; an 18 point agreement which 
provided for increased access to the 
island by caretakers—the Ghana, and 
a gradual demilitarization. Although 
the island is far from being returned to 
the Native Hawaiians, the Ghana 
appears to have met with some 
success in dealing with the Navy. In 
the meantime, this year was marked 
by the 3000th visitor to the islands, 
brought by the Ghana, so it appears 
that even in the 1980’s—through 
educational programs, re-vegetation, 
the construction of helaus (buildings) 
people are paying Homage to Kaho'- 
olaw^e in one way or another. 

While Kaho'olawe may be indic¬ 
ative of the problems in Haw^aii today 
overall, it is far from the only problem 
on the islands. Unifying as it may be, 
it is still only one Island and one 
occupying force. That is why, some 
say that Kaho’olawe could either be 
the * stone that sinks the movement, or 
the rock that turns it from lead to 
gold'. 

Learning to serve 

'.../ was kissing people / didn't even 
know. Then I saw how many tourists 
started coming to our coast. I I 
was afraid we were going to get 
evicted again.... ' 

Georget te My ers, Nat ive Hawaiia n 
form erly an A irlin e Employe e 


Gne of the biggest problems with 
Hawaii is that it is a series of islands 
that is why people love Hawaii, and 
that is also why they can’t stay. There 
simply isn't enough room for every¬ 
one and everything. But money talks, 
and one of the biggest mouths in 
Hawaii is the tourist industry, or as 
its proponents call it, ‘the Happiness 
Industry'. 

Haunani Kay Trask is a Professor of 
American Studies at the University of 
Hawaii. She is also one of the most 
vocal Native Hawaiian nationalists. Of 
particular concern to Haunani is the 
tourist industry—responsible for an 
estimated 30 per cent of the Hawaiian 
labor force employment and (directly 
and indirectly) 52 per cent of the 
state's gross product. Haunani sees 
the tourist industry as a form of pros¬ 
titution. Tourism is not made to sell 
haole (white) culture...It's here be¬ 
cause we are the native people of this 
aina. It is our culture that tourists 
come to see. It is our land that tourists 
come to pollute...That is the secret... 
Without Haw^aiians, without...beaut¬ 
iful Hawaiian women dancing...there 
would be no tourism../ Haunani 
continues: It deforms the culture, so 
Hawaiians think that to dance the hula 
is to dance for tourists, to sing 
etc.. .Hawaiians grow up thinking that 
our culture is a Haole interpretation of 
culture...and if you smile real nice, 
some Haole is going to take you out... ’ 

To some Native Hawaiians, tourism 
has become like being a monkey at a 
zoo. 'You are the monkey in the cage 
of your culture and they are here to 
look at you/ The price of tourism, 
however is across theU^'d in Hawaii 
In January of 1983, for example, th^ 
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i Makua people had their houses bull- 
: dozed (by the state) for a state park, 

I Makua is the beach at the bottom of an 
alluvia! valley on Oahu, On the 
mountain above the beach, the 
military has a bombing range, and 
earlier in the '80^s put up a special 
, gizmo for satellite communications* 
To the Hawaiians, the idea of a state 
I park at Makua is more than a little 
i ironic. Not only did the state bulldoze 
' and arrest to put in this ’recreation" 
site, but the Hawaiians who were 
forced out had to wade through live 
ammunition which washed up on the 
beach during 1982's Hurricane Iwa. 
When the state bulldozed the Makua 
i houses last year 12 families remained 
' as squatters oti their own land. 'The 
. state constantly rips off our land 
j (Native Hawaiians), then it turns 
around and calls as ‘squatters', says 
I Attorney Mililani Trask. In another 
case at Halo Mohalu, the Department 
of Health razed an entire facility for 
Hansen's Disease (leprosy) patients 
in September of 1983, again to create 
a new recreational area - each island 
had paid a price for tourism. 

I 

Kalau'apa is a horrendous case ot 
tourism gone wild. On the island of 
Molokai, the Kalaupapa peninsula 
I has been a leprosy colony for over a 
century. Patients were sent away from 
I society as soon as the disease was 
i identified, and most have lived their 
' entire lives at Kalaupapa. Although 
, the state Departmeni of Health had 
cut back the operating budget at 
Kalaupapa (after fiscally and phy¬ 
sically eliminating the other facility - 
Hale Mohalu on Oahu), tourism is 
booming in the settlement. Since 
Hansen's disease is virtually eradic- 
I ated, someone figured out that 


- visitors would be interested in touring 
the historic site. Donkey rides and 
helicopters are now available to the 
Kalaupapa peninsula. As some of the 
native Hawaiians have said, ‘tourism 
is like being a monkey at the zoo*. 

Tourism is Hawaii's future how¬ 
ever, and looks like the song and 
dance to come. Shelly Mark, Director 
of Hawaii's State Department of 
Planning and Economic Development 
for 12 years explains the predicament, 
‘Ownership of the land has shifted to 
corporations off the islands. Rate of 
return on investment has become the 
most important thought. There is a 
conflict between the life of the land 
and sea versus the life of the corporate 
boardroom.* Tourism drives up living 
and land costs for locals, but provides 
only low-paying, low quality jobs..,' 

Accommodating 

.. We cun barely pay house rent and 
like build apartments. They only like 
make more rooms when they can 
make farms. With inflation now, hard 
to buyjomatoes, carrots. Instead of 
building those kind buildings, let the 
Hawaiians farm,,. You cannot eat *em, 
those buildings... ' 

Wai 'anae Coast Ha waiian 

In the end, all this takes a very 
heavy toll on the Hawaiian people and 
land. The Hawaiians have always 
been an unusual bunch. Generations 
of living on islands have made them in 
a native’s words, 'accomodating - we 
had to learn to get along better'. 
Haunani Kay Trask explains this 
phenomena as colonization; ‘This is 
not America, this is a colony'. The 
sugar and pineapple piantations were 
the first wave of colonialism, the 
military, and finally, tourism are the 
next waves of colonialism. The 
purpose of a colony is to take its land, 
to take its resources and to exploit Its 
people. The transformation of the 
Hawaiian people and their land into 
servants of tourism is called commod¬ 
ification. It means turning a cultural 
attribute or a person into a commodity 
to make a profit'. The Hawaiians have 
been so commidified - they can be 
replaced, and so accomodating, they 


are expected to allow it to continue — 
United Airlines, fot instance, seems 
to think it owns Hawaii - down to the 
Japanese woman in a mumu greeting 
your plane - you think she's Hawaiian. 
‘And all of us in the Hawaiian 
movement have done the song and 
dance for the tourists; worked in the 
hotels; we have all been commodb 
fled*, Haunani insists* 

In Aloha Aina, a newspaper of the 
Hawaiian movement, another Haw¬ 
aiian activist puts it a different way, 

*'The pattern of 
learning to survive 
substituted by 
learning to serve. 

*We have been denied access to our 
traditional means of survival by a 
colonizatLon process which interrupts 
the pattern of learning to survive and 
substitutes learning to serve...Un¬ 
knowingly, we pay a high price for our 
western assimilation in terms of our 
ftiture choices. The cost of a healthy 
capitalist economic system requires 
that we steal from our future to 
maintaiB our high standards of living* 
We can begip to measure out ‘O.Q.’ 
(Oppression Quoitent) when we real¬ 
ize the value of our natural resources* 
When a fishpond is dredged and filled 
for resort development and eonstmct 
ion jobs, we destroy a generations old 
resources as a sacrifice for short term 
|obs and luxuiy developments. When 
'"our agricultural areas are left without 
water so that golf courses can be kept 
green and scenic, we lose the 
opportunity to subsist on our land* *.' 

^‘Scandal*’ of Hawaii 

From the overthrow of Queen 
Lilluokalaniby Samuel Dole (the Fruit 
Magnate) in 1890, to the annexation of 
Hawaii as a territory—the foreigners 
have aiw'ays staked a claim. Terri¬ 
tory' meant the Pacific Command 
(which subsequently got itself 
bombed at Pearl Harbor), and the 
integration of the Hawaiian plantation 
state into the worldwide US agri¬ 
cultural network. Finally, with state¬ 
hood, Hawaii's latest visitors are the 
visitor's industry itself; the marketing 
of Happiness* Any way you look at it, 
each generation of Hawaiians has 
seen a new routine from the mainland. 

The mark is on the land. The 
Robinson family claims ownership of 
one island — Ni'ihau; Dole 'owns' 
Lanai; the US Department of Defense 
claims Kaho'olawe; the military 
‘owns' 10 per cent of the temaining 
islands; and overall 75 interests claim 
some 90 per cent of the temaining 
privately held acreage. 

‘We have seen it alll', says Mililani 
Trask. Mililani Trask, an attorney, 
who has been active in numerous 
commisions, legal cases, and other 
ventures for Native Hawaiians simply 
says, The scandal of Hawaii is that 
legally under the admission act of 
Hawaii (into the US), Native Haw¬ 
aiians are entitled to 50 per cent of 
state lands and revenue therefrom. 
The state of Hawaii, and each 
subsequent interest is ripping us off* 
We are a wealthy people * wealthy in 
land, culture, religion. But my people 
are waiting 60 years on the waiting list 
for their homestead - some of them 



have died on the waiting lists - and 
they didn't even get a homestead to 
live on. They give our land to 
industries, schools, military - anyone, 
but in the meantime, our people are 
dying on the waiting list to get these 
lands. ...* As examples of the theft of 
Hawaiian lands, Mililani Trask points 
to the Department of Hawaiian 
Homelands (DHHL) reports. The 
DHHL conservatively estimates that it 
has 187,534 acres under its jurisdic¬ 
tion - in law for the benefit of Native 
Hawaiians, Of that 88,637 agricultural 
acres are leased out by the DHHL for 
‘modest revenues', averaging less 
than 4 per acre annually. After 34 
executive orders, and eight governor 
proclamations, an additional 26,990 
acres was removed from the Hawaiian 
homelands estates into public lands 
designations, ie; state parks, forest 
reserves, etc.*.*The Department of 
Defense got about 2105 acres for this 
land. Remaining for the Native Haw¬ 
aiians is approximately 70,000 acres, 
and the people themselves still don't 
have these lands. As of June 1983, 
some 9000 people w'ere on a growing 
waiting list for homesteads - or just a 
house* 

Legally, the state of Hawaii is 
responsible for the Native Hawaiians, 
having inherited this responsibility 
from the federal government (trust 
territories) when Hawaii became a 
state in 1959. The state, according to 
Mililani Trask has got itself into quite 
a mismanagement problem with these 
lands and is making no moves to 
rectify the problem. The facts show 
federal mismanagement (until 1959)% 
says Mililani, ‘and state mismanage¬ 
ment (current), in other words, both 
the mismanaging and participating 
fully and benefitting from the theft of 
our lands* The law says the state is the 
trustee of (Hawaiian) lands..The 
law also says that Native Hawaiians, 
even if they are beneficiaries of the 
land - they don't have the right to sue 
the federal or state government to 
protect their lands, or to receive their 
own legal entitlements, ie; revenues 
from Hawaiian lands...the federal 
government is the only one that can 
sue (the state), and visa versa. 

Hawai ians evicted 

Recognizing what the facts show - 
both federal and state theft - the state 
won't sue and the feds won't sue, 
because they wmuld be suing each 
other, and are both equally guilty. 
Now the state calls us ‘ squatters % 
concludes Mililani* ‘and the state is 
actively pursuing a policy of evicting 
Hawaiians from state lands, and we 
have waited for years to have our 
rights respected.' 

They are bulldozing* building and 
bombing in Hawaii; and after almost a 
century of accomodation, thejSS is 
almost nowhere to back into. Hawaii's 
problems are not so unique - they just 
become augmented by the size of an 
area in which the problems are 
growing. For, while American main- 
landers may have almost grown numb 
to toxic waste dumps, ‘remote' 
bombing ranges* and participated 
ourselves in the tourist industry; in 
Hawaii there is nowhere to run, while 
we 'mainlanders' still perceive there 
is someplace else to go, and there is 
enough land to live on. On the islands 
there can be no ‘frontier mentality'. 
The Hawaiian people themselves - 
and the ‘kama-aiiia% those bom on 
the land - have just about reached the 
limit to accomodation. Maybe, the 
people of the big Turtle Island can 
learn something about learning to 
survive from the small island people. 
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SWISS YOUTH: 


IN SPRING 1980 ZURICH STARTED^ 

barning. The normally staid, welToff 
and conservative Swiss city was 
ablaze for almost two years with 
militant passion and creativity. 
Amongst the flames, the youth and 
autonomous activists of Zurich won, 
defended and eventually lost liber¬ 
ated territory in the concrete jungle of 
a modern city. 

The autonomous movement of 
activists, artists, musicians, politicos 
and marginal youth gave birth to the 
Autonomous Youth Centre (AJZ), a 
far-reaching social experiment that 
for a time existed beyond the control 
of the authorities* Thek story pro¬ 
vides inspiration and practical lessons 
for any anti-authoritarian foray into 
the realm of institutions and the 
community^ 

Against the background of youth 
revolts in Italy and Germany, the 
autonomous movement of Zurich 
began to develop as early as 1978. 
There were increasing numbers of 
street actions, graffiti, and confront¬ 
ational independant action collectives 
to better express and defend them¬ 
selves* 

When the government announced 
that Zurich's rich were getting a $40 
million subisdy to refurbish the local 
opera house the autonomous factions 
unified and exploded around a de* 
mand for a youth/cultural centre- 

Youth centred 

The issue of a centre for youth had 
long been a sore point with the young 
people in Zurich, dating back to the 
late sixties when some radicals briefly 
turned an unoccupied building into a 
cultural centre. City officials pro¬ 
mised at that time to establish some 
sort of centre because no facilities of 
any type existed in Zurich for rock 
music or alternative arts. Negotiat¬ 
ions dragged on for years with no 
results, 

In the atmosphere of militant street 
actions and public outcry^ against the 
unjust allocation of funds for the opera 
house, the demand for an AJZ 
generated widespread support. 

Conservative elements saw the AJZ 
as a means of getting youth off the 
streets; the liberal and social demo¬ 
cratic faction felt they could make 
political hay over the issue of the 
opera house vs, lack of cultural 
facilities for youth; and the autono¬ 
mous activists saw the centre as an 
organizing point for a wider range of 
activities* 

The volcanic process which lead to 
the establishement of the AJZ was 
documented by the Videoladen col¬ 
lective which actively participated in 
all aspects of the fight. Their video 
‘Zurich is Burning" (Zeurich braont) 
combines documentary materials, 
graphics, poetry and fiction, in the 
words of their synopsis: ‘expressing 
entirely the optimistic views of the 
movement's participants, document¬ 
ing the movement's pace, atmos¬ 
phere, music, imagination; its power¬ 
ful manifestion of counter-culture 

Video beyond cops 

‘When the demonstrations happen¬ 
ed we were there from the first 
moment', explain Ruth and Swiss,! 
two members of the Videoladen 
collective, ‘because we felt it was our 
movement. Our equipment had been 
destroyed by police at earlier demon¬ 
strations, but we worked out some 
security, and managed to film at all 
the actions. The people knew us, and 
we had a special courier system set up 
to take completed videotapes out of 
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OF AN AUTONOMOUS 
MOVEMENT 


the action area without the police 
getting hold of them. 

This footage eventually became 
‘Zurich is Burning". 

Demonstrations grew from week to 
week. First demo; 300, after three 
weeks: 3000 people, and after four 
months, 10,000 people. 

There was a broad spectrum who 
supported the idea of the centre. They 
may not have come to the AJZ but 
they came out to demonstrate support 
for what was going on. 

In the end the government came up 
with a satisfactory location and 
$650,000for repairs and renovations. 
It was a large complex of three 
buildings in the centre of town near 
the main railroad station, 

‘It was right where we wanted it. 
Not isolated in the suburbs as usual. It 
was in a very bad state of repairs but 
various work groups put it in order,' 
Ruth says. 

Outside there was a common yard 
with trees. There was also a large 
parking lot which was used for tourist 
excursion buses. They lost their 
business because nobody wanted to 
wait for their buses with all the AJZ 
people arid activities. So then people 
started to break up the concrete and 
plant trees. 

Inside, there was a very successful 
restaurant serving up to300 meals per 
day of good food. Sometimes there 
would be white tablecloths and 
candlelight. There was space for 
concerts of up to five hundred people, 
cinema facilities, a pirate radio 
station, a large women's room and 


many meeting rooms. 

Upstairs on the first floor were 
sleeping quarters for 300 people. 
There was a special area for alco¬ 
holics. One of the most dangerous and 
challenging experiences was the 
whole drug situation in Zurich, 
because the centre became a refuge. 
Videoladen produced inhouse tele¬ 
vision and a newspaper that came out 
once a week. 

There were a lot of different groups, 
different interests, just about every¬ 
body in the city started to gather 
there. 

Autonomous process 

At the AJZ, all decisions were made 
at the regular general meeting (GM) 
which was conducted with an open 
microphone and no set agenda* 

The GM served to politicize and 
educate people because all arguments 
were heard. With hundreds of partici¬ 
pants no faction could impose its will 
over the autonomous process. 

‘The AJZ was a good focus but it 
was only the beginning for more 
things', says Swiss. ‘People said, 
‘first we need a place to meet' then 
they went on to other actions, more 
squatting, political discussions and 
confrontation,' 

During the first tv/o years, contrary 
to the government's hopes, the centre 
did not keep youth off the streets. It, 
actually stimulated street action* Ruth 
says, ‘Finally, you had a place you 
could always go to, come with 
suggestions or a topic and find people 
who think the same as you and get 
them activated'. 


After the first six AJZ related 
demonstrations, the Zurich city coun-j 
dl tried to ban street demos. Tactics 
had to be changed quickly. To avoid a' 
confrontation a hundred or more 
demonstrators took off their clothes 
and jumped into the river which runs 
through Zurich. The police in riot gear 
looked on helplessly as the demon¬ 
strators floated through town chant¬ 
ing slogans and giving police the nazi 
salute. The confused police had no 
luck busting people for the highly 
visible demo* 

Unchained youth 

Following each action, Swiss ex- 
‘We would bring the videos 
I the centre and show everyone 
what happened. Sometimes as many 
as 2000 people would review the day's 
events during the course of an 
evening. Discussions and further 
plans would result. The purpose of the 
videos was not to explain events to the 
general public but to show them to 
people who are doing the same kinds 
of things with the same problems* 
After the showings people would 
sometimes go out and make more 
actions.^ 

In the face of the AJZ, the 
authorities realized their hopes of 
pacifying the unchained youth of 
Zurich were in vain. There were 
increasing calls for police action from 
shop-owners and bankers, whose 
windows were smashed or buildings 
spraypainted every week. At some 
points businesses could not even open 
on weekends because of demonstrat¬ 
ions. There was a lot of pressure on 
the government to take action against 
the AJZ. 

The authorities developed a long 
term strategy aimed at concentrating 
everythihg that Was ugly in Zurich in 
the AJZ. They shut down existing 
drug and alcohol treatment facilities, 
and raided other places where drugs 
could be obtained, leaving the AJZ as 
one of the few outlets. Then they used 
the AJZ reputation as a drug supply 
centre as an excuse for highly 
publicized police raids, and the 
reimposition of authority on the 
autonomous movement. 

Copft move in 

The police became more and more 
brutal at demonstrations and moved 
in on the AJZ as they saw support 
dwindling. At the outset, it was not 
dangerous to show support for the 
centre, but, by the end there were 
many serious injuries at demos and 
more and more weapons were evident 
on both sides. The militants became 
harder and more isolated in the fight 
against the police. There was a split 
between those who supported the 
goals but not the violence and the 
authorities were able to exploit the 
division. 

Eventually, the police occupied the 
AJZ and the city bulldozed it into the 
ground. The activists decentralized 
and undertook some new projects, but 
the enthusiasm and collectivity gener¬ 
ated by the AJZ had dissipated. What 
communal energy was left was sucked 
up in over 1000 trials resulting from 
the confrontations with the police* 

It's now 1984 and a resurgent 
Zurich movement is campaigning to 
have the city turn over an old 
schoolhouse, gym, outbuildings and 
yard for a new centre. ‘The police also 
want it for their headquarters', laughs 
Ruth. It is a big fight. It's not easy to 
set a concrete jungle on fire.' 

To contact Videoladen about their 
videos write them at: Genossenschaft 
filer Medienarbeit, Weberstrasse 5, 
CH-8004, Zurich, Switetland. 
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The following critique of the West German peace movement, written as a 
discussion paper by militants of the Revolutionary Cells and Rote Zora earlier this 
year, is an important document for activists involved in this movement 
throughout the world. Single issue politics, participation in bourgeois coalitions, 
an understanding of the meaning of typical peace movement tactics— petitions, 
die-ins, and hungeifasts—as well as the im^rialist policies Jrom which the 
heightened danger of war has developed, all deserve greater attention as in this 
text 

To putthisRZ/Rote Zora paper into context, we have included an introduction 
written by the editors of the French anti-imperialist paper L'Internationale, No. 
5,1984, 


The instaliation of American missiles in 
Europe has resulted in the development of 
a large ‘pacifist’ movement, in particular, 
iu countries where these were installed. In 
Germany, in particulatp hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of people hit the streets. 

The she of the movement induced a 
number of militants into thinking that they 
should jump on the bandwagon, try to 
radicalize this opposition, and in this 
manner contribute to consciousness rais¬ 
ing. A few even thought that there was a 
real potential for destabilization of the 
capitaltst system. 

However, if one considers that this 
movement appeared in large part as the 
expression of a more or less selfish fear^ 
that clearly had no revolutionary tenden- 
ctes, not even rebellious ones, and that It 
was, in addition, much too late to achieve 
anything whatsoever, the fact that it was 
controlled by all the reformist and bour¬ 
geois forces showed a lack of realism of 
seeing the potential of even a simple 
progressive movement. 

The focus of these forces on this 
bastardized and in fact, desperate, move¬ 
ment, reached its peak during the 'hot 
autumn ‘ wait, when in the fall of 1983 
missiles were to be installed. This hot 
autumn was announced by the state, Its 
police, its media and was, according to the 
latter, the burning passion of the German 
pacifists, with supporting demos and ac¬ 
tions, and the oops in obvious ambush. 

Yet it was clear that no force in the peace 
movement wanted to or could mobilize 
enough radical support to stop, or at least 
to stall the installation. As could have been 
predicted, the hot autumn did not occur, 
the missiles are on their bases and peace 
activists in their huts. In sum: a large 
lustration for a few and subsequent 
accusations towards the movement who 
allegedly betrayed them, and towards the 
revolutionary groups who allegedly did 
nothing. 

'Accusations* coming essentially from 
autonomous mUitants, who, in Large part, 
gave in to the myth of a movement and of 
the fall rendez-vous. 

in this text, the Revolutionsfy Cells, a 
group which since 1973, has conducted 
numerous actions, in particular against 
• multinationals, and currently against the 
, war industry, responds to these militants 
(who complain that they are placing them¬ 
selves out of the movement) by making an 
accurate critique of the bourgeois character 
of this mobilization and of the false attitude 
(waiting, hope, dlusion of possible internal 
transformation, deception, etc.) of radical 
militants, whose premises of radical ac¬ 
tions had, for example^ previously ap¬ 
peared in offensive demonstratioiis against 
the oaths taken by the German army 


recruits [see Reatstanee #7 for a discussion 
on these demonstrations]. This critique 
shows the contradiction of these militants 
in the face of mass movements of bour¬ 
geois character and the lack of proper 
political perspectives that ties them to any 
movement as long as it is a mass move- 
ment, as well as the inability to learn from 
history, which in the 1950s had already 
given an example of such mobilization 
(hundreds of thousands of people in the 
streets to stop rearmament), with the same 
kind of result (the (jerman army is one of 
the most powerful). 

The analysis of the role of the Federal 
Republic ^ Germany (FRG) is mote 
complex, and, perhaps, minimizes the 
dependance vis-a-vis the NATO leader. 
However, it demonstrated with clarity the 
direct interventionist tendency imposed of 
the FRG by the redistribution of tasks 
within the aUUnce. 

The text of the EZ has been widely used 
by the bourgeois press who have given 
detailed accounts of It, even reprodudng 
long extracts. Their goal: to attempt to 
oppose RZ to the RAF, However, there is 
no antagonism, rather different practices 
inherent to the analysis and understanding 
of their own power, and of tasks to be 
fulfilled within the revolutionary move¬ 
ment. 

I For us, this text is a supplementary 
element to enable the comprehension of 
I imperialist practices today, of the limits to 
I the peace movement and all one issue 
i movements of this type, and the knowledge 
I of the analysis and actions of R2 today. 

I 

Ulutefii^iooale 

No,5,Mareiil9a4 


NTH TODAY WE HAVE ONLY 
criticized the phenomenon of 
the 'peace movement* with res¬ 
pect to specific actions, and we 
have rarely publically expressed ourselves 
■ theoretically. This does not mean that we 
deny the urgency of a systematic debate. 
But the development that this movement 
I has taken in the 'pre-autumn* period 
' strongly disgusted us and was quite 
I succesi^l at blocking our interest in this 
I debate. 

\ On top of all that, something inside us 
I made us refuse to appear as devils jumping 
I out their boxes and assuming their radical 
; tasks on the government-date of the 'Hot- 
Autumn*—as if ordered hrom above and 
already announced by the president of the 
' Constitutional Security. We like to deter¬ 
mine our moments/goals and forms of 

Continued next page. 
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A NOTE TO OUR READEHS 

Those familiar with Reatatanee since its 
inception over three years ago will 
recognize our change in form to the 
present tabloid. We hope with tiiU 
change to provide our coverage of the 
militant and armed front in the imperial^, 
ist countries to a much larger readership 
at a reasonable cost. We are indebted to 
our friends with the Open Road collective 
for their assistance in this matter. Write; 
to Open Eoad and to us with your 
comments On the inclusion of Reslstanee 
within OR, 

We are convinced that armed struggle \ 
in the advanced capitalist countries is a | 
necessity to ensure the success of Third ! 
World liberation movements as well as | 
our own, through the reduction of the i 
internal peace the imperialist countries : 
need to enjoy if they are to engage in 
oppressing underdeveloped countriest 
and by developing, here in the centre, a 
clear break with reformism and present¬ 
ing instead a revolutionary alternative. 

As one of the very few English 
language periodicals which makes avail¬ 
able the teits of clandestine organiza- 
tions struggling in Europe and North 
America, we hope to assist in the 
development of this struggle through the 
stimulation of debate. Our choice of 
material is essentially non-sectarian* The 
antidmperiaHst politics of the RAF and 
the United Freedom Front, the autono¬ 
mist politics of the Revolutionary Cells, 
and the revolutionary nationalist politics 
of ETA and the Black Liberation Army all 
share our pages. Our own background 
however, is anti-authoritarian, so we are 
especially pleased when we are able to 
present material from such groups as the 
Vancouver Five, the RZ and Rote Zora, 
and the Autonomous Anti-Capitalist 
Commandos as in this issue. 

There is room for improvement in any 
project, certainly with ours. We would 
like to see a greater debate over the 
politics as presented in the various texts 
we have reprinted. We would like to see 
all who see themselves as part of this 
struggle, political prisoners, combat- 
tan ts> support groups and interested 
individuals, to consider this paper as a 
forum to express their bpmidns, as a 
place to develop a greater understanding 
and conception of urban guerilla w-arfare 
in the First Wca-ld and its relation to the 
world"wide struggle for liberation. We 
look forward to hearing from you. 

1/Ve remain in a very poor frtiaticial 
position. Each issue now costs over 
$1,0(X) to produce, and if we are to 
continue (especially if we are able to 
printed separately from OR) we arc 
dependent upon your financial support. 
Send us a donation to help us survive. 

Address all comments, texts, articles 
and cheques to; Fikndi of Durmti, 
P*0*B* 79ft, Stn* A, Vaitconver, 

Canada V6C2N6. 

BACK ISSUES 

Issues No. 7 & S ate still availahk. 

No. 7 contains the following material: 
Canada—Illegal Actions on the Agenda (a 
letter on the activities of Direct Action and 
the Wi mm in’s Fire Brigade): Trial of the 
Vancouver Five; Solidarity in BC (an 
account of working-class struggle against 
government 'restraint'). USA—Anarchy 
Can’t Fight Alone (a letter from Black 
POW Kuwesi Balagon); Awaiting a Bigger 
Jury (an account of the trial of the Brinks 
defendants); US Capitol Building Attacked 
(communique from the Armed Resistance 
Unit); United Freedom Front Bombings 
(UFF communiques §4 —8). We«t Germany 
—RAF Strategy Paper {1982 paper examin¬ 
ing the history of the RAF, lessons to be 
learnt, and new directions for the future); 
RZ Communiques (Beethoven vs MeDon- 
M, It Is Always War When The Army 
Takes To The Streets ^ RZ Hit Computer 
Centre): Three Anti-Imperialist Actions 
(Attack oti Siemens, Attack on a Litton 
Subsidiary> Attack on an Officer's Mess). 
Spain—New Anti-Terrorist Plan in Euskadi 
(Plan Zen). 

Issue No, 5 contains the Litton bombing 
communique written by Direct Action, an 
article on the firebombing of three Red Hot 
Video outlets (including the Wimmin's Fite 
Brigade-communique), a statement on the 
anti-NATO demo in West Berlin June 11, 
1982, a paper on the struggle of political 
prisoners in West Germany, and an inter¬ 
view with the Italian autonomist Francesco 
Piperno. 

These two back issues are available for 
$2.00 each. All other back issues are no 
longer available. 


intervention ourselves and we like to 
avoid—as much as possible—dlmajtes de¬ 
creed by the state,. 

The decision to only punctually refer to 
the peace movement, not to engage all our 
forces in it, to reluctantly participate in the 
‘Hot Autumn' and to spice it up a little bit, 
comes not only from a tactical discretion 
hut is based primarily in comprehensive 
controversies of content, the importance of 
which revealed themselves completely to 
us only through time, which we here, in the 
following, want to put up to as wide and 
hopefully passionate discussion as possi¬ 
ble. 

At the same time, we realize^ that the 
analysis of the intemal connection between 
crisis and war is only one aspect, to point 
out tears and breaks in the imper^ist 
planning of the future, on which new 
revolts will catch fire. The fact that 
resistance and insurrection follow their 
own logic, i,e,, that economic tendencies 
and social practices do not automatically 
coincide rests on another page that re¬ 
mains to be written. 

THE MOVEMENT ISN'T EVERYTHING 

The discrepancy is obvious: while capital 
and the state impose theii crisis strategy 
and execute it in other regions on entire 
peoples, the danger of war has become the 
dominant theme in the imperialist centres. 
Neither the conscious politics of impover¬ 
ishment nor the actual wars that imperial¬ 
ism initiates on the different fronts of the 
Third World mobiliie the people in the 
centres, but rather, a mote or less, abstract 
threat of annihilation* Not a culture of 
revolt or one of class struggle is spreading 
but rather a culture of catastrophe which is 
strongly encouraged by the system. The 
justified fear of soda! impoverishment, of 
ecological deterioration and of the possible 
consequences of nuclear armament, is 
translated into a delirious vision of an end 
where everything will be annihilated and 
that only knows victims and no longer any 
perpetrators. 

'Apocalypse Now' seems to becoming 
the leading motive of an epoch which 
is moving towards restructurings of 
gigantic proportions* The secretive desire 
for the end of the world is becoming the 
spedfic reaction of the metropole to a new 
era full of unbearable contradictions which 
are only forerunners of these upheavals. 
Once already—in the '20s—what was 
inta*preted and eiperienced as the 'des¬ 
truction of the West' proved itself to be the 
global crisis of capital accumulation, which 
as is known didn't bring the end of the 
world but rather a new period of capitalist 
development at the end of which fascism 
and devastating war were found. 

Where a spirit of finality spreads, there 
is no more room left for social utopias. The 
demand for a human life is secondary to 
the question of bare survival* Any escape is 
legitiinixed if it promises hope of being 
saved. Whatever results from that, less 


than total annihilation, serves to avert a 
supposed greater evil. Being threatened 
with the end of the world allows the state 
rulers the means to impose and enforce any 
sacrifice domestically and to make it 
appear, in comparison, secondary* 

Just as the 'Club of Rome' and right- 
wing ecologists claimed what the crisis 
required was the willingness to self-denial 
in the face of the threat of ruin of all the 
basis of human existence on the planet, 
factions of the alliance for peace evoked 


nuclear apocalypse to preach political 
abstinence today. At the Bonn Peace Rally 
two years ago 'peace rather than politics' 
was the theme and for this reason a 
speaker representing some liberation 
movements (Third World) was not allowed 
to speak when he wanted to express what 
peace meant over there: 

“In our countries peace not only means 
'not war'* For us peace means nationai 
independance, social justice, cultural iden¬ 
tity* For us peace means the end of daily 
violence, unjust structures of misery, 
hunger and the terror of the ruling class." 

It is just as logical when state politics 
here are not measured according to their 


consciously created facts and imperialist 
plans, but rather their perpetrators are 
excused as prisoners of a dangerous 
situation which society now needs to 
overcome cooperatively. When at the last 
Church Day Willy Brandt lamented about 
the 'powerlessitess of the powerful' who 
would be torn between doubt and confi¬ 
dence, he attracted applause and sympa¬ 
thy. The theory of the 'arms race' only 
knows—-apart from a 'stupid westerners 
hero’ and a few other villains—losers and 


no organizers. Criticism of the arms 
build-up isn't developing into a fundamen¬ 
tal opposition against the goals of Imperial¬ 
ist politics, which are being defined by the 
medium range missiles, but rather it is 
remaining the correction of a regime that 
supposedly doesn’t understand the conse¬ 
quences of its actions. 

The politics of imperialism are in fact 
disassociated from their economic base and 
opposed to better bourgeois politics— 
based on the same foundations but appar¬ 
ently dependent on the will and morale of 
its representatives. As if the change of 
heart of the Social Democratic Party (SPD) 
in the stationing of the Cruise was in fact 
the result of internal purification of the 



“The justified fear of social impoverishment, 
of ecological dct^rioraflon and of the possible 
consequences of nuclear armament, is translated 
into a delirious vision of an end where everytfflfif 
will be annihilated and that only knows victims 
and no longer any perpetrators.” 
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patty and not merely due to the loss of 
powcrl Those who discuss war as if it were 
an abstract danger and nuclear anmhila- 
tion as if it were mostly a technological risk 
totally absolve the instigators of blame. 
They mdirectly attest to state politics; the 
same thing that state representatives con¬ 
tinuously express: that the preservation of 
peace would be their dearest cause and 
that, in fact, the only difference would be 
in the path chosen to reach this goal. This 
is how the movement against the *post- 
arraament' gets bogged down In the debate 
on security questions, that the peaceful 
ambitions turn into lectures on *altema- 
tive' methods of defence. The deployment 
isn^t supposed to be prevented against the 
will of the government but rather on the 
strength of better and more convincing 
arguments. This is why many actions h’Om 
the peace movement—from the petition to 
the very pious fasts whose effect exists 
primarily in the satisfaction of the person's 
own willingness to sacrifice—remain only 
calls to reason and are carried by a hope 
that can't be justified that good reasons or 
morals and not the necessities of capital 
realization, dictate the standards which are 
the basis for their decisions. 

Such politics get the adherents they 
deserve. This wide alUance which the 
speakers of the peace movement like to 
refer to so much to prove their apparent 
strength, could only be achieved and held 
together in the long run at the price of the 
oppression of social revolutionary and 
anti-imperialist contents. The hectic teac" 
tions and the groveling distancing from the 
blood throwing action in the Provincial 
Parliament of Hesse made clear not only 
how narrow the consensus is, but also and 
especially that it always has to be enforced 
and maintained against the left. And, when 
the same people preach for the hundredth 
time that the perspective of the peace 
movement lies in this enlarging and that 
for this reason, any escalation in antagon¬ 
isms would hurt this perspective, it only 
means that in this country, the elimination 
of left radicalism is still honoured and at 
least statistically positive. 

One is usually smarter afterwords: false 
politics don't become more correct by 
trying to radicalize them bom the Inside, 
Toe quickly the beginnings of radical 
anti-militarism which had been expressed 
in the resistance to the public irtilitary 
ceremonies of the decorations of recruits in 
Bremen and Hannover subsided. Instead 
of continuing these beginnings and push' 
ing them to an autonomous movetnetit that 
doesn't stay stuck on the question of the 
missiles, but rather attacks the conditions 
that produce the arms of annihilation and 
with such a counter^movement confronts in 
A pneffeal mumer bourgeois pacifism, 
possibilities of mediation were looked for in 
the hope of an increase in the respective 
potential of various forms of protests and 
because of a lack in its own perspectives. 
The orientation of the autonomous milieu 
towards the peace community has however 
not lead to the hoped for multiplicity of the 
most various forms of action, to the 
synthesis of mass protest and miUtance but 
rather to conforming to a framework 
controlled by * political realists'. The defac- 
to restriction to the supposedly attainable 
immediate aim of the official peace move¬ 
ment—'no Pershing IT — means the separ¬ 
ation of the deployment from its imperi^ist 
purpose and is not only dangerously false 
because it focuses on the arms rather than 
aU the people who control them. Beyond 
that it implies the neutralising of social 
revolutionary objectives because its refer * 
ence to the immediate effect on all the 
people of this country takes away and all 
aspect of class politics from the resistance. 


For the weaker^ the determin¬ 
ation of the place of confrontation 
is always of decisive signlflcance 
and is onr only real chance. 


The difference between bourgeois pro¬ 
test and resistance is in this way easily 
reduced to the abstract question of violence 
and moreover on a tertaiii where mUltance 
has hardly any chance of being undetstcKKl 
as a rfeal alternative anyway. By concentra¬ 
ting on points of military support and 
ministries for actions, i,e,, on the bastions 
of power where it is strongest and best 
armed, any dynamics of action are lindtied* 
With the current power relations there is 


nothing for us to win at these places 
because on this terrain we don't have ‘the 
choice of weapons'. For the weaker, the 
determination of the place of conffontation 
is always of decisive significance and is our 
only real chance. Otherwise we abandon 
the field to the protagonists of the crassest 
resistance; of symbolistn m the fonn of 
body blockades* of carpets of people and of 
‘die-ins', 

THE PROBLEMS OF IMPERIALISM AND 
THE ‘WONDER WEAPON* 

Whatever has been said or written about 
the purpose of the NATO ‘post-armament* 
—it always starts from the assumption that 
the railitaiy escalation is an expression of 
the weakening of US imperialism. Weak¬ 
ened by a series of defeats in the Third 
World which the Soviet Union used to their 
advantage to move into the created power 
vacumn and establish bastions of ‘real 
socialism' {Soviet model) there, and under 
the mounting pressure of its one-time 
satellites, Western Europe and Japan 
which overtime have developed into dan¬ 
gerous competitors on the world market, 
the US is going on a confrontation course in 
order to change the international relation 
of forces to their advantage. The deploy¬ 
ment of the medium range missiles seems 
a genial move to deal with all the 
‘problems* in one try: 

• The Eastern block will become subject 
to extortion and at least forced into 
neutrality on a worldwide level through the 
Cruise and Pershing missiles . 


• Thanks to this the US will again have a 
free hand in the commg'^onventional'-”* 
wars in the Middle East and Central 
America. 

• And finally through the dependency on 
the US nuclear forces the competition from 
the same side will be set limits. The FRG 
becomes a 'pawn' in the US war against 
the Third World, a ‘hostage' that can be 
sacrificed in the course of purification of 
the inter-imperialist contradictions. 

The fact that the new phase of armament 
and the sharpening of the international 
tensions that goes along with that arc an 
expression of deep and far-reaching chang¬ 
es in the world, is undispated. However 
with time we've come to believe thSit the 
already mentioned attempts at explaining 
the whole thing that can be found in most 
fractions of the wide spectrum of the peace 
movement—even with different emphasis¬ 
es and, more so, with different conclusions 
—do little or no justice to an understanding 
of the actual purpose of the deployment 
and the anti-imperialist interests which are 
behind the military-strategic decisions. 


THE FRG--^HOSTAGE* OR THE NO, 2 
OF NATO 

Neither the fact of the creation of the 
FRG as a project of American order after 
WW II or even less the fact that German 
capital has been able to use this as a basis 
for exploitation and consolidation of politi¬ 
cal power to reattain global respect and 
influence, explam the hypothesis that the 
'US are using neo-colonial practices and 
their right of occupier to impose nuclear 
missiles on ‘us' in order to comer a 
competitor that has become annoying and 
if necessary sacrifice it on the nuclear 
battlefield. It is also ‘super power' fanta¬ 
sies which lead to the conclusion from the 
banal statement tiiat ‘(West) German 
interests' reach their boundaries where 
common interests of the Western side ate 
touched* that the sovereignity of the FRG 
hardly exists. It is true that sovereignity 
can only exist within the scope and 
according to the conditions of Pax Ameri¬ 
cana* but this condition was and is the 
guarantee for the unprecedented transfor¬ 
mation of this republic into a model state. 

It is true that the necessities of capital 
realization always produce new rivalries 
between the most important centres of 
cafiital accumulation, each side attempts to 
obtain economically useful political advan¬ 
tages at the cost of the other (and as a 
general rule on the backs of still others). 
But this bickering in the middle of the 
Trilateral for pieces of the market and 
zones of influence are less a proof of 
growiitg fundamental differences but of 
their zealous fervour in pursuing the same 


common business which is intensified by 
competition. This is how all this competi¬ 
tion is finally placed behind the common 
will of the various departments—set out by 
the US* followed by the other members of 
the Western Alliance—to impose * if possi¬ 
ble, their Interests in the final corners of 
this planet. 

The instrument of the common interest 
is NATO. The FRG* the undisputed No. 2 
within this supranational structure of the 
Western Powers is not a pawn but a pillar 
of NATO and itiversely bases its power on 
it* The deployment is not a result of the 
pressiire to prove itself in the wake of the 
American hegemony and—if it absolutely 
has to be—to dehver itself to the blade, it is 
not a fallback into insignificance but a 
further milestone in the successful path of 
this republic. It is the result of the global 
economic and political power which proves 
itself in taking over military responsibility. 

"In the long run it is not a German 
priviledge to only be the benificiary of a 
situation for which the preconditions have 
been created by others such as the US* 


Britain and France. German participation 
of one form or another may be inevitable 
one day.” Schenk, SPD. 

The times when others had to do the 
dirty jobs while the FRG merely paid and— 
always in reference to its heritage—used 
the more ‘elegant* methods of imperialist 
penetration are definitely nearing the end. 
The new definition of the NATO mandate* 
i.e,* “securing vital interests outside Eur¬ 
ope*” or more explicitly* “the whole world 
is NATO's business” (Haig)* needs a new 
inner-imperialist division of labour be¬ 
tween member states* In this concept of 
division of labour the FRG is becoming 
along with the US* Britain, France and the 
non-NATO member Japan a core of *key 
states' which are supposed to ensure order 
in their jurisdictional regions. How well the 
FRG has taken its responsibility to heart 
can be found in reports of torture and 
murder in Turkey. This country of large 
strategic importance to the South-East side 
of NATO had to be elevated in a very short 
period of time to a replacement for Iran 
with the help of credits and military 
armament. That such a feat isn't accom¬ 
plished hy respecting the sacrosanct princi¬ 
ples of peace, liberty and democracy, but 
only through terror by a military junta* is 
part of the bitter routine of political affairs. 
The ‘soft manner' attributed to the FRG is 
out of question here. It quickly reaches its 
limits when elementary positions and vital 
interests of the alliance are in danger, 

The deployment of the Pershitigs on 
West German soil has nothing to do with 
the FRG giving itself up (to the interests of 
the US) and because of that much more to 
do with the development of the FRG into 
one of the key states of NATO. The FRG 
must prove its capacity in a different 
manner than that of Britain or France: in 
its function as front-line in the East-West 
conflict as opposed to having armies that 
must march directly on Third World fronts 
(Lebanon* Chad* Malvines}. The FRG is in 
no way a ‘turntable' or a ‘hinterland' of 
military logistics for a war that others fight. 
The ‘Wartime Host Nation Support Agree¬ 
ment' obligates the FRG to fill dl gaps that 
a departure of US troops would create in 
the wake of intervention in the Middle 
East, In the course of the ‘post-armament' 
a West European equilibrium to the , 
Warsaw Pact is supposed to be created* the 
NATO objectives are to be enforceable 
from Western Europe itself. It is not 
surprising that Soviet diplomats in Geneva* 
with their demands that British and French 
nuclear arms and their mega-ton calcula¬ 
tions be taken into consideration, have so 
far faced brick walls. 

The legend perpetuated by factions of 
the peace movement of Europe as a 
‘hostage’ and the FRG as a 'pawn* 
primarily plays down Western European 
imperialism and reverses the existing 
relationships. With the ‘post-armament' 
NATO has created for itself the strategic 
advantage of being able to redefine “the 
battlefield of the future*” i-e., “to carry'^ 
the battle to the enemy.” (Airland Battle) 
The era when war between the two blocks 
was only thinkable at the level of nuclear 
exchange at the price of simultaneous 
annihilation is now coming to an end. The 
‘danger of war' no longer exists for 
example, in the abstract possibility of a 
nuclear holocaust due to the production 
and storage tsf overkill capacity—a possi¬ 
bility which in the FRG (and not only here), 
as is known, has existed for decades—but 
with the qualitatively new weapons sys¬ 
tems made war more ealeulabk itself. The 
construction of Pershing II means the 
acquisition of an option for the strategic 
first strike. Its technical properties such as 
precision* flight time and range* permit the 
enactment of a nuclear battle below the 
level of a general inferno at the place 
where they want to engage the enemy. The 
Rogers Plan, the concept of Airland Battle 
—partly accepted with relief, apparently 
war U again put at the more tolerable level 
of a conventional engagement—gives the 
framework in which the "post-armament' 
makes sense. It opens* with the capacity of 
Western imperialism to win—even if it is 
more destructive—a new era, in which no 
limit can be fixed with respect to possibil¬ 
ities of global extortion* political as well as 
economic, while staying on their own soil. 
This way, if the ‘victims' resist these 
manoeuvers they are made the aggressors* 
demanding a military response. 

Continued next issue. 
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REVOLUTIONARy 
CELLS 

Attack on Konrad Adenauer Foundation 




The Revolutionary Cells (RevoIutioDare Zelleu—RZ) have existed in West 
Germany for almost 12 years. It is a clandestine organization with an 
anti-authoritarian structure and an open political concept which is defined by an 
ongoing theoretical political discussion about strategies and actions. There are no 
uniform positions. The mttfority sees itselfas being part ofthe existing legal mass 
movements {womens-, squatter-, prison-, anti-nuke-, anti-impericdist-, and 
autonomous movements, etc.} by carrying out milttant actions against related 
institutions {in most cases bombings tf property). They explain their actions in 

communiques, news- or position papers. Not only that they want to attack the . . . . 

enemy but they also want to show people that there is more than the ‘dead end’of ^ realm. Of course the %onoura 

the legal struggle; that we need a consciousness about the development of a Adenauer Foundation is moving away 

mditant sirug^for social revolution and that imperialism will not be destroyed 
withmt violence. Most of the members of the RZ live aboveground as long as 
possible but carry out illegal acts. In these 12 years they have carried out some 
hundred actwns without many members/people killed or arrested. 


conclusions, mformation exchanges and 
cooperation are characterked in the world 

as counter-mstirgency measures. 

In this context, the financing of political 
foundations is interesting. The lawyer 
Karl-Heinz Seiffert qualifies it as unconstl- 
tutionaL For Henning von Viertege, the 
significance of foundations for patties 
resides m the fact that they are subsidized 
by the state and the subsidies cjould not be 
attributed to parties due to constituional 
laws. In addition, subsidies to foundations 
are nearly exempt from any public scru¬ 
tiny. ‘‘Parties give fmancial information 
regarding their foundations with as much 
enthusiasm as that of people who have 
large revenues accruing from their Swiss 
bank account** (Der Spiegel). In other 
words, hundreds of thousands of DM 
which are given as subsidies to political 
foundations are nothing but huge amounts 
of funds destined to secret operations. 

it obviously does not surprize anyone to 
know that, of course, the Ministry for 
Economic Cooperation is also in the hands 
of the Foundation, even though it has 
always smartly kept its distance. This is 
the business of foundations, the activities 
of political foundations do not have to be 
judged'* declares Siegfried Lengl, ex-chief 
of the Seidel Foundation, who today 
deteraiines, as State Secretary to the 
Ministry for Economic Cooperation, poli- 


T he Konrad Adenauer Foundation 
is less well-known than it should 
be. Through this action, we want¬ 
ed to directly damage it, as well 
as contribute to Its polihcal exposure: as a 
right-wing coalition foundation it plays a 
key role in the global surrounding of 
nadous which are kept in a state of 
undevelopment, in Latin America in par¬ 
ticular. 

In its think-tank fashioned after the 
American model (the Institute for Interna¬ 
tional Solidarity), ideals for new German 
foreign policies in Africa/Asia/the Pacific 
and Latin America ate being elaborated. 
Policies of development, which, under the 
Social Democrats as well, were in the final 
analysis, nothing but new means of exploi¬ 
tation of the Third World (for each DM 
invested, 1.3 return to the centre), and 
which are becoming perfect means of 
imperialist power, means by which libera¬ 
tion movements such as the one in El 
Salvador, and completed revolutions such 
as the ones in Nicaragua, in Mozambique, 
in Angola and Zimbabwe, were destabil¬ 
ized, destroyed and buried. 

The Foundation's strategies not only 
follow the totality of the ideology of the 
*ncw world order* of US imperialism, but 
are also modeled according to the principle 
‘operate separately—hit together** 

With respect to its ‘basic initiative in the 
Carribbeao', the USA-FRG team shows, in 
its dealings with Nicaragua, how it intends 
to operate globally in the futures the US 
attacks from the exterior while the FRG 
attacks horn the mtcrior. The US organ¬ 


izes, finances, and trains antl-Sandmista 
military units, strangles superstructures 
and cuts credit; the TOG finances and 
supports through its ‘development ideals 
through means supplied in a directed 
style’, the interior front: capitalist union, 
right-wing constitutional church and coun¬ 
ter-revolutionary press. 

Next door to Honduras, Costa-Rica, less 
suspect but bankrupt, serves as an ideolo¬ 
gic and operational base against Nicarag¬ 
ua. The Foundation has also established 
its general headquarters for Latin Ameri¬ 
can intervention in Costa-Kica. ‘L’lnstituto 
Central Americano de Estudios Socisies, 
CAES* has built, in all countries of this 
region, associate parties, artificial organs 
without social basis which must cement the 
status quo. 

It is therefore not surprizing that already 
bi March 1979 (still during the sad period of 
opposition), the CIA was showing an 
'operational interest' in the Adenauer 
Foundation and its Bavarian branch, the 
Hans-Siedel Foundation. In a study, the 
secret service concludes that ‘repesenta- 
rives of the Foundation in foreign nations, 
would be party informers, who are no 
difierent than resident agents, except 
perhaps that they have a lower level of 
training in the specific realm of informa¬ 
tion.” This para-FRG and secret acrion 
activity (political and financial influence, 
communication of information useful to 
the party and even arms traffic) is register¬ 
ed by the CIA all over Latin America, 
Namibia, Zaire, Nigeria, Morocco, Jordan, 
and Saudi Arabia. Starting from these 


from the ‘scandalous* Seidel Foundation, 
which, for example, operates in Portugal 
with Kaulza de Arriaga, the butcher of 
Mozambique, or in Spain with the fascists 
Fraga and Munoz ^ in Turkey with Tutkes, 
the chief of the ‘grey wolves*. In reality, 
Seidel *s operating :^nds have increased 
sevenfold since 1977 and these funds are 
coining from the Adenauer Foundation, 
which itself gets its funding from taxpayers 
before it turns them over to the Seidel 
Foundation. 

As was already said: operate separately- 
hit together. This well strategized game is 
demonstrated by a key figure: Edmund 


Moser, longtime director of the Konrad 
Adenauer Foundation in Latin America (In 
Caracas). He ammases for, and through 
the intermediaty of, the Seidel Foundation, 
donations from Siemens, KWU, AEG, 
Bosch etc., in order to finance, for exam¬ 
ple, the extreme right COPEl party in 
Venezuela^ The fiinds are tltegafiy trans¬ 
ferred through his brother’s and the sadly 
famous ‘Bavarian Union’s’ accounts, and 
are sent to South America for the fight 
against ‘subversion*. 

In July 1980, members of the Salvador¬ 
ean junta answered the Adenauer Founda¬ 
tion's invitation and came to West Berlin to 
learn the latest , tactics on the ‘effective 
fight against terrorism*- This caused a 
number of protests; it also caused a 
decision taken by the people at the 
Adenauer Foundation to create, through 
their intermediary Moser, an organization 
that could take charge of this type of 
‘delicate operations*, this way saving the 
Adenauer Foundation from media criti¬ 
cism. ‘The International Association for 
Liberty and Democracy* was founded. It 
organized, in April 1983, a press conference 
for FDN ‘contras’, during which the FDN 
can call for the armed overthrow of the 
Managuan government. In May I9E3 
after five months of brainwashing, the 
ex-Salvadorean commander, Alejandro 
Montettaro is introduced as a dissident to 
the FRG public opinion, and sent on a 
European tour. 

In the Treatise on German Foreign 
Policies*, it is said guardedly: “The con¬ 
siderable activity in the realm of develop¬ 
ment aid given by political party founda¬ 
tions. remains, due to its ramifications, 
difficult to control. The external activities 
of these institutions go beyond develop¬ 
ment aid. There have been few foreign 
policy instruments that have this kind of 
intense influence on the opinion of the 
controlling political powers of various 
developing nations. ’ * 

Revointionafy Celia 



NATO runway construction blockadedinFrankJnrt, 


NATO Pipeltne Bombed 


Oi 


n June 14. 1984 we blasted the 
country-wide NATO pipeline at 
lorch. Part of the imperialist war 
preparations of NATO is the 
continuous expansion of a military fuel 
supply network in the entire FRG, The 
militaty installations are supplied with fuel 
by a pipeline system and different main 
and auxiliary fuel depots. The money for 
the installation of these nerve cords comes 
out of a special NATO infrastructure 
programme, for which i.e. between 1951 
and 1977 over $6 billion (US) were spent. 
Further priorities of this infrastructure 
programme ate 220 airfields, lO.OOO km of 
pipelines and suppy installations for 2 
million cubic metres of fuel, port installa¬ 
tions, rocket launching sites, war head¬ 
quarters, depots, communications and air 
defence sector. 

The route of the ptpelbes is easy to 
determine. As soon as the lines cross 
streets, railway embankments, rivers, 
streams, or canals^ ted and white marking 
posts are set up on both sides, in the open 
they are positioned at least within eye¬ 
sight. In forests the line always goes 
through a glade at least 6m wide, it never 
runs directly through but rather always just 
by housing areas. The pipes lie in a 
trench 80-100 cm wide and 120 deep and 
are embedded in sand. They are 200 cm in 
diameter and have a wall thickness of, 
depending on the deptJi of the trench, 7.1 
and 8 mm. Here in the south some of the 
posts have signs saying: fuel supply line, 
regional dbtrict south, sitting Idar-Ober- 
stein. 

The fact that the agent of the yankee war 
plans, Federal Minister of Defense Woer- 
ner, lives just a mile from the place we 
attacked wasn't the determining factor for 
us. For us the point is to effectively fight 
the NATO war machine as a central part of 
the imperialist politics for world domina¬ 
tion. At the same time, we know that we 
won’t achieve that through this single 
action but rather through the continuous 
expansion of this political practice. With 
the goal of becoming an actual proletariat 
counter power which without a doubt 


percieves itself in context with the peoples 
struggling for liberation in the neo-colonies 
of imperialism and in the young socialist 
countries of the Third World. 

The present world economic crisis which 
is being ‘overcome' on the backs of the 
proletariat in the metropole, but even more 
so on the backs of the peoples of the Third 
World is nothing more than the expression 
of the restructuring of the international 
monopoly capital for the reconstitution of 
their political, economic-technological and 
military power. The results of this are 
hunger and increased mass^poverty in the 
neo-colonies, unemployment and impover¬ 
ishment of the proletariat in the metropole. 

We have to resist this reconstitution 
project of imperialism on three levels; 

1. against tiie division and Individualiza¬ 

tion of the resistance, 
for organization and determinatioti 
in anti-imperialist struggle! 
against the extermination project of the 
pigs against our imprisoned 
comrades in the isolation wings, 
for the common fight for their 
association] 

against the retreat into the subculture, 
for the development of the resist¬ 
ance within the entire working 
class! 

2. against the monopolist ‘new technolog¬ 

ies*! 

for the radical prevention of their 
employment' attack the plants 
and the research centres] 
against rationalization and automation, 
for work time cuts and pay in¬ 
crease! 

against lock-outs and defensive strike 
action, 

for orgainzed worker militancei 
against the project of intetnational fin¬ 
ance and monopoly capital to 
divide the working class world¬ 
wide and play them off against 
one another: through division of 
production on international lev- 
eU dictation of national political 
Turn to page 13. 
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Resistance is Possible 


ROTE ZORA 



The following interview was sent to the German women's magazine Emma, 
and although it wasn't an interview by Emma, it >vas published in June '84, In 
1974 'women of the RZs ' bombed the Supreme Court which had decided one day 
earlier to withdraw the reform of the abortion law. In *77 women of Rote Zora* 
bombed the Federal Doctor's ^ild in Cologne stating: '"We see the Federal 
Doctor's Guild as exponents of rape in white trenchcoats, *' This was followed by 
the attacks on pornography stores, women traders, and the Schering company 
which was put on trial for producing the birth defect-inducing Duogynon pilL In 
August 198J they blew up the bus (3" Gunther Menger in front of his villa. He is a 
trader (buys and sells) of'Tha£-girls\ These women traders serve Germe/t men 
exotic women under ‘terms of delivery* with a list of 'types* and possible 
* testing*. Provision: $500(C^ti), hut costs **will soon be compensated because 
girls from theFarEast don't smoke and drink, *' The courts and police cannot see 
a legal to stop these modem slave traders. Die Spiegel wrote at that time 
''These women traders only have to fear the Red Zora\ *' This interview is the 
first one where they exj^ain why they struggle autonomously inside the RZs and 
the nature of their relationship to the women's movement 


Let^s start with who you are. 

Zora h If this is a personal question then 
we are women between the ages of 20 and 
51, Some of us sell our labour* * some of us 
take what we need, and others are 'para¬ 
sites* on the welfare state. Some have 
children, some don't. Some women are 
lesbians, others love men. We buy in 
disgusting supermarkets, we live in ugly 


houses, we like going for walks or to the 
dnema, the theatre, or the disco. We haye 
parties and cultivate idleness. And of 
course we live with the contradiction that 
many things we want to do can*t be done 
spontaneously. But after sticcessful actions 
we have great fun. 

Whftt you name mean? 

Zora 2i *The Red Zora and her Gang* (a 


children’s book)—that is the wild street kid 
who steals from the rich to give to the poor. 
Until today it seems to be a male priviledge 
to build gangs or to act outside the law. Yet 
; particttlarily because girls and women ate 
strangled by thousands of personal and 
political chains this should make us masses 
of 'bandits* fighting for our freeddom, our 
dignity, and our humanity. Law and order 
are fundamentally against us, even if we 
have hardly achieved any rights and have 
to fight for them daily. Radical women*s 
struggles and loyalty to the law—there is 
no way they go together! 

Yet It Ib no colnddence that your name has 
the same first letters as the Eevolntloitary 
Cells (RZ). 

Zora it No, of course not. Rote Zora 
expresses the fact that we have the same 
principles as the RZs, the same concept of 
building illegal structures and a network 
which is not controlled by the- state 
apparatus. This is so we can carry our 
subversive direct actions-“iii connection 
with the open legal struggles of various 
movements. “We strike back*’—this slo¬ 
gan of the women of May 196S is no longer 
as controversial today regarding individual 
violence against women. But it is still very 
controversial, and most of the time taboo 
as an answer to the power conditions that 
steadily produce this violence. 

What actions have yon curled mit and 
wliat was the badiground? 

Zom 2t The women of RZ started in 1974 
with the bombing of the Supreme Court in 
Karlsruhe because we all wanted the total 
abolishment of §218 (the abortion law). In 
the Walpurgisnight (last day of April, 
'Women Take Back the Night’) 1977 we 
bombed the Federal Doctor*s Guild be¬ 
cause they undermined even this reduced 
abortion reform. Then followed the bomb¬ 
ing against Schering during its Duogynon 
trial, and constant attacks against sex- 
shops, Actually one of these pomo stores 
should bum or be devastated every day I 
Therefore we think it absolutely necessary 
to tear the oppression of women as sexual 
objects and producers of children out of the 
'private domain’ and to show our anger 
and hate with fire and flames. 

Zora h We don't limit ourselves of direct 
or obvious women's oppression. As women 
we are also concerned about social power 
conditions, whether it be urban pt environ¬ 
mental destruction, or capitalist ways of 
production; the same conditions men are 
confronted with. We don’t like the left 
'division of labour’ under the motto: the 
women for the women’s question, the men 
for the general political themes. Nobody 
can take away from us the responsibility for 
changing our everyday life. Therefore, for^ 
example, we have set fire to the fancy cars 
of the lawyers of 'slumlord" Kaussen, who 
were responsible for a series of brutal 
evictions. Together with the RZs we 
printed pirate public transportation tickets 
and distributed them in the Rulo area to 
introduce a little bit of zcro-tanif. 

Zora It Our latest bombings were direct¬ 


ed against Siemens and the computer 
company Kixdorf. They promote the devel¬ 
opment of new domination technology for 
more sophisticated possibilities of war 
production and counter-revolution. They 
also have the fiinction of remodeling 
labour, especially on the backs of women 
world-wide. Women here will be exploited 
with the technology of these companies by 
working isolated from each other in part- 
time jobs, without social security. The 
women of the so-called Third World will be 
worn out by producing these technologies. 

At the age of 25 they are totally mined. 

How Important la the eonnectloii Ui the 
TIdrd World, the exploitation of women 
there, for yon? 

Zora h In all our attacks we’ve declared 
this context, also when we attacked the 
women traders and the Philippine Embas¬ 
sy last year. We don’t struggle for women 
in the Third World—we instead struggle 
with them—for example against the ex¬ 
ploitation of women as a commodity. This 
modem slave trade has its equivalent in 
the conjugal possession conditions here. 
The forms of oppression are different but 
they all have the same roots. Nobody can 
play cards with us any longer. The 
separation between men and women has 
its equivalent internationally in the separ¬ 
ation between people of the First and Third 
World. We ourselves profit from the 
international division of labour. We want to 
break with our involvement with this 
system and understand our common inter¬ 
ests with women from other countries. 

You explained liow you underataEid your 
practice, but you dlduH explain why you 
organize younelf in tftie context of the 
Zora 2t First of all the main reason is that 
these politics were developed by the RZs 
and we still think they are correct. During 
OUT development we determined our own 
content—therefore we organized autono¬ 
mously as women—^but we fall back on the 
experiences of the RZs, We also think that 
the cooperation of radical groups can 
strengthen the militant resistance. There 
were productive forms of cooperation such 
as the actions against the Reagan visit or 
the discussion paper about the peace 
movement. But there are also stressfiil 
discussions. Sometimes men who other¬ 
wise transform their radical breaking with 
ttiis system into a eonsequent practice ate • 
alamiingly far away from realizing what 
anti-sexist struggle means and what mean¬ 
ing it has for social-revolutionary perspec¬ 
tive. Between us women it is also contro¬ 
versial where the limits are, when a 
cooperation strengthens or paralyzes our 
women's struggle. But we think our 
feminist identity unites us with some 
women of the RZs. 

Does that mean that you define ymmelf aa 
fentlnlstef 

Zora h Yes, of course, we think the 
personal is political. Therefore, we believe 
that ail things social, economic and politi¬ 
cal which structure and reinforce the 

Continued next page. 


ONLY OUK ANGER CAN HELP US HGET THE 
STATE OF THE IMPERIALIST NORM. 

Siemens Action 


military origin. 

the toothbinah to the wheel chair, Information technology is a central in- 
all fn the service oChmnantty*^’ stmment to the waging of domestic as well 

as foreign wars: computer files, surveil¬ 
lance instalations on the streets, nightclubs 
hether h be in the service of prisons* ID controls. All this would be 
army information, Tornado unthinkable without micro-electronics. The 
radars . Leopard or Guepard bkA regional police services are all equip- 
tanks, whether it be in the Siemens computers and Siemens 

Milan or in military radio radar systems, is always first when it is time to get 
whether it be in the making of the new contracts financed by the state. 

NATO information system, NICS (NATO Because Siemens always likes to hide the 
Integrated Communication System—a sys- part it plays under the guise of trust 
tern which necessitates that the FRG be activities ("everything for humanity, from 
equipped with fibre glass cables), Siemens the electric toothbrush to the wheelchair,”) 
electronics is busy. There is no NATO it is anothw reason for us to scratch this 
strategy without the electronic participa- nice facade, to destroy Its image of a clean 
tion of Siemens, practicaOy no war in which enterprise. 

Siemens will not have benefitted, * To show its responsibility in military 

Siemens is the second producer of oppression and exploitation, wc exploded 
weaponry in the FRG* if one considers the two bombs in two of its factories; in Bruns- 
revenue from weapons, and has a direc- chwick and in Witten, 
tor's role concerning research in the realm Only our anger can help us fight the 
of miUtary technology, Micto-electronks state ofthe imperialist norm, 
are essential for the building of weapon As certain factions of the peace move- 
systems: two-thirds of the cost of building ment focus their attention only on Cruise 
new weapons can be attributed to electron- missiles, it would be easy to believe that 
ics. The development of micro-electronics the decision regarding the stationiug of the 
is, as any other precise technology, of missiles wiU be the deciding factor on 



Leopard tank Above: chip production at Siemens factory, 

whether there is a war or not. * But we forget that also here, powerful 

• But we forget that countless people are interests are imposed using increasingly 
victims, day after day, in these countries exploitative and repressive means, 
that we call develping, victims of policies of • tflTe forget that it is out daily oppression 
genocide, overt or covert, pursued by that ensures 'internal peace*, the peace 
Western imperialism, artificial famines, they need for their policies of foreign 
forced sterilization, war in the name of imperialist wars, 
progress and liberty according to the 

Western model. ROTE ZORA 
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We don fight for women in the Third World—we instead struggle with them. 


so-called personal are aa invitatioii for 
struggle, especially for us women. These 
pe the chains we want to tear apart. But it 
is incomplete to make the oppression of 
women here in West Germany the only 
turning point of politics and not to see 
other oppressive conditions such as class 
oppression, racism, or the annihilation of 
whole peoples through imperialism. This 
attitude never understands the base of 
misery: that the oppression of women and 
se^cual division of labour are presupposi¬ 
tions which are fundamental for oppression 
of any kind—against, other races, minori¬ 
ties, the old and the sick, and especially 
against those who revolt. 

Zom 2i For us difTiculties start when 
feminist demands are used to demand 
equal rights' and recognition in this 
society. We don't want women in men's 
positions and reject women who make their 
career inside the patriarchal structure 
under the guise of women's struggles. 
Such careers remain an individual act from 
which only some priviledged women can 
profit. Women are only allowed to design 
and manage power in this society if they 
advocate the interests of men. 

The women’s tnovement wns quite stmig 
In the ’70s< It achieved some things In a 
l^sl way. For example: the straggle 
against the abortion law, publicity about 
violence against women tn the £iiiif|y, and 
rape as an act of power and violence, the 
bnfidliig of autonomous connter strnetitreg. 
Why do you then maintain the necessity of 
anned stnii^e? 

Zora h Of course, the women's move¬ 
ment achieved a lot and for me the most 
important is the development of a broad 
consciousness about women's oppression 
in this society. Also women no longer 
experience their oppression as an individ* 
ual case or think they themselves are 
responsible for it, instead women come 
together and experience their common 
strength. The things that were organized 
by the women's movement like women's 
bookstores, women's centres, women's 
newspapers, and meetings or congresses— 
all this has been part of the political reality 
for some time and is a strong part of the 
development of the struggle. 

Zot* 2i Some successes were rather an 
expression of the situation in a society 
which can allow women some leeway* OT 
course when they wanted women in the 
factories and offices they created more 
places In kindergartens, but this didn’t 
lead to a basic change in the lifestyle of a 
woman. It requires a continuous movement 
whose aims cannot be integrated, whose 
uncompromising section cannot be forced 
into legal forms, whose anger and dedica¬ 
tion to hon-parliamentaiy struggles and 
anti-institutional forms is expressed with¬ 
out limit, 

Zon 1* The legal route is not sufficient 
because the usual repression and struc¬ 
tures of violence are legal. It is legal if 
husbands beat and rape their wives. It is 
legal if women traders buy our Third World 
sisters and sell them to German men. It ^ 
legal when women ruin their health and do 
the monotonous work for subsistence wa¬ 
ges. These are all violent conditions which 
we are no longer wihmg to accept and 
tolerate and which can't be changed solely 
by criticism. It was an important step to 
create a public consciousness about vio¬ 
lence against women, but it didn't lead to 
its prevention. It is a phenomenon that the 
screaming unfairness which women suffer 
is met with an incredible proportion of 
ignorance. It is a tolerance which exposes 
male parasitism. This 'typical situation* is 
connected to the fact that there is not much 
resistance. Oppression is only recognized 
through resistance. Therefore we sabo¬ 
tage, boycott, damage^ and take revenge 
for experienced violence and humiliation 
by attacking those who are responsible, 

do yon t hink about the contamponuy 
wotueii’a movementt 

Zor» 2; We think it wrong to talk about 
the women's movement. On the one hand 
the women's movement is understood as a 
result of long existmg structures, of pro¬ 
jects, encounter centres, and of mysticism. 
There are many currents which do not rein¬ 
force each other very fruitfully, but instead 
partly exclude or fight each other. On the 
other hand new political impulses Start 
from different contexts where women are 
becoming aware of their oppression and 
are radically questioning patriarchlal struc¬ 
tures and developing poUtics in the inter¬ 
ests of women—for example women in 
Latin American solidarity groups, in anti- 
imperialist groups, in the squatter move¬ 


ment. Therefore the saying “The women's 
movement is dead, long live the women's 
movement" is accurate. The women's 
movement is not a one issue like the 
anti-nuke or squatter movements, which 
will not survive if no more nuclear power 
plants are built, or no more property is 
available for speculation. The women's 
movement relates to the totality of patri¬ 
archal structures, their technology, their 
organization of labour, their relationship to 
nature, and it is therefore a phenomenon 
which won’t disappear with the removal of 
some cancerous growths, but instead in the 
long process of social revolution, 

Zofa li The women's movement has 
never really analysed its defeat around the 
abortion law and around the state financing 
of projects like shelters for battered wom¬ 
en. it lacks a rejection of state politics. 
Also, it anticipated the turning point in 
family politics through the wave of the new' 
motherhood in the women's movement. 
Also, the class question never existed; 
social differences were denied by the 
universalization of sexist oppression* This 
makes it difficult to find an answer to the 
worsening of labour conditions, increasing 
oppression, and reactionary family politics 
in the present crisis. The lack of a 
perspective for action in order to react 
appropriately to the attack leads to the 
dilemma of either going offensively against 
reactionary politcs or solely preserving the 
unfolding of leeway for women. We can't 
solve this problem in theory, but we don't 
think the building of women's committees 
(in the Green Party) is an appropriate 
solution. The experience is that women do 
not come to power by ways which exist 
directly to exclude women and to stabilize 
and conserve patriarchal domination. 
Therefore, we consider women's commit¬ 
tees which want to organize greater influ¬ 
ence in parties and institutions the wrong 
way, 

Zara 2: But in the meantime other impor¬ 
tant discussions and analyses by women 
which consider the future development of 
socie^ have begun to develop. The in- 
creasing oppression, with the help of new 
technologies, is investigated ffom the point 
of view^ of the lowest echelons of our 
society, new wages and work structures fw 
women are analysed, the indirect struc¬ 
tures of women are understood. Many 
women understand and reject the everyday 
war against women—the wave of hard core 
pom and propaganda contempnous of 
women—and the call of the society for 
increased motherhood and more feminini¬ 
ty. They also understand that the setbacks 


Rote Zora & the Computers 


T he magical and often invoked 
year, 1984, is here. 

We have celebrated its arrival 
with dignity by the bombings of 
the Saint-Sylyestre at Nixdorf and the 
Association of Credit Organizations. 

We hope that as a result Nkdorf won’t 
be able to move into its new glass building 
in 1964, as was anticipated. In this budding 
worth 7 million DM, this electronic giant 
would centralize and develop the sale of its 
brains (15% increase in business in 1983). 
Nixdotf participated in the Bigfon glass 
fibres pilot-project in Hannover which will 
serve as a model for all Germany. What is 
clear is who besides the enterprises in¬ 
volved in the project will profit from this: 
the state bosses* Since the end of the year, 
the clients, chosen by mail, such as the 
Minister of the Economy and the govern¬ 
ment of Land of Basse-Saxe and connected 


by a cable that cost more than S6S million. 

We hope to have rendered beyond threat 
some computers of the Association of, 
Credit Organizations. This company is, in 
its own words, the largest organization in 
Europe. It generates 9,000 pieces of 
intelligence information per year and ac¬ 
cords 250 million in credit to Its adherents 
every year* Thanks to its computers large 
capacity, it knows more about each indivld- 
uai than that person could say if interror 
gated vdthout warning. 

We oppose to strategies of division and 
individualization our collectivity, which we 
develop in the street against the oppres¬ 
sion of women* sexism, racism and imperi¬ 
alist war, in the struggle for the squats and 
the autonomist centres, in the subversive 
attack against the centres of patriarchal 
power. 

ROTE ZORA 


in women's and family politics are presup¬ 
positions for the crisis and the new 
strategies of capital. The policy of popula¬ 
tion control, for example the change of the 
abortion law, is the attempt to have a 
qualitative influence on the development of 
the population. Among other things its aim 
is to multiply the 'healthy’ German middle- 
class together with state sponsored genetic 
technology, which 'h a development we 
have to prevent. Today we need mote 
urgently than ever before, a radical wo¬ 
men’s movement which has the power to 
prevent and break open the social and 
political encirclement, not only of women, 
but also of foreigners and minorities; a 
women's liberation movement which does 
not reduce the hope for revolution to a nice 
dream. 


Do you imderstsiid yourself as being pert 
of the women's tnovement, or of tlie 
geurilla moveineiitf or both and bow da yim 
see the cfmtext? 

Zora 1: We are part of the women's 
movement. We struggle for women’s liber¬ 
ation. Beside theoretical commonalities 
there also exists another unity between our 
practice and the legal women’s movement, 
that is the personal radicalizatioo which 
can encourage other women to resist and 
take themselves and the struggle seriously* 
It is the feeling of strength if you see that 
you can do things which before you were 
afraid of, and if you see that it brings about 
something. We would like to share this 
experience. We don’t think it has to 
happen in the forms we choose. For 
example, take the women who disrupted a 
peep show by drawing women's symbols 
and dropping stink bombs—ihese aetkms 
encourage us, strengiher* us. and we hope 
wemen fee! the same way about our 
actions. Otir dream is that everywhere 
smalt bands of women will exist, that in 
every city a rapist, a women trader* a 
battering husband, a misogynist publisher* 
a porn trader, a pig gynecologisi should 
have to feel that a band of women win find 
them to attack them and make them look 
silly in public* For example, that it will be 
written on his house who he is and what he 
did, on his car, at his job—women’s power 
everywhere! 

How can you take respODBilitlliy for pos¬ 
sibly endaiigeriiig tbe lives of hmocent 
people with your actions? 

Zara 2: Why h it that people always 
assume that those who deal with explosives 
don't care about what is self-evident for 
yourselves, for the women's movement or 
the left. It's the opposite! Because of the 
possibility of endangering life we are 
forced to be especially responsible, You 
know as well as we do that we could give up 
if you were right with your question^ It 
would be a paradox to struggle against a 
system for which life is only worthwhile as 
long as it is utilizable and at the same time 
to become as cynical and brutal as that 
system. There were many actions we 
rejected because we couldn't eliminate the 
danger to innocent people* Some firms 
know this fall well which is why they prefer 
to move into residential buildings. They 
speculate with our morals if they move into 
residential dwellings to protect their prop- 
perty* 

Wlmt do you suy against the urgamenl; 
armed aetloas harto the movemenL They 
are port of the reason for tnereastng 
snrvellhuice of the women’s movement to 
denounce It as terrorist, that It’s split and 
Isolated from the tn^oriiib'^ of women hi the 
women’s moventent* 

Ztna 1: To harm the tnovement—you talk 
about the installation of repression. The 
actions don't harm the movementl It's the 
opposite, they should and can support the 
movement directly. Our attack on the 
women traders, for example, helped to 
expose their businesses to public light, to 
threaten them, and they now know they 
have to anticipate the resistance of women 
if they go on with their business* These 
'gentlemen* know they have to anticipate 
resistance. We call this a strengthening of 
our movement. 

Zorn 2: For a long time the strategy of 

Turn to page 13. 
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Honeywell 
Bull Action 

T his morning we placed a bomb 
in &ont of Honeywell Bull in 
DusseldorF. It is one of the most 
important Ametican multina¬ 
tionals that manufacture computers. 

This trust produces electronics for the 
guidance system of the Cruise missiles, 
military aircraft, and missiles and war 
ships. 

These products are manufactured in 
close collaboration with the US army. The 
American Minister of Defense has made 
Honeywell Bull its primary supplier in the 
manufacture of MX intercontinental mis¬ 
siles. 

It was also a Honeywell Bull computer 
that was in charge of the coordination of US 
Air Force bombings in Vietnam. These 
were coordinated from the American army 
headquarters in Heidelberg, and that 
computer was partially destroyed by the 
RAF in 1972. 

We did this action to mark the beginning 
of the Cruise missile deployment which is 
planned for November 22,1983. 

On November 21 and 22 there will be 
parliainentary debates concerning the sta¬ 
tioning of the missiles» debates dmiitg 
which Kohl will read the governments 
declaration. In fact, the government's 
decision has been taken for a long time. 
Parliamentary debates have no other func¬ 
tion than the safeguard of the 'appearance 
of democracy'. By letting the ‘Greens' and 
the SDP express themselves as 'enemies of 
overarmament', one seeks to hide the fact 
that the decision regarding the stationing 
was not taken during the debates, and even 
less by state institutions, but rather, that it 
was taken by the ruling circles of the US 
and NATO. 

As a reactionary party, the CDU, then 
and after the change in government, 
accepted to assume the task to impose the 
stationing, in spite of the large popular 
protest movement. This enables social 
democracy, which in 1979 imposed a 
resolution opposing overarmament in Eur¬ 
ope, to play its traditional historical role as 
an mtcgration force by playing their role of 
overarmament adversary in the heart of the 
peace movement, The fact that Willy 
Brandt was able to be a spokesperson at 
the large Bonn protest clearly demons¬ 
trates that this political manocuvering is 
successful in the current phase. 

With the coming of the new missiles and 
the resulting immediacy of the militaty 
threat, the imperialists have now acquired 
the means to force the Soviet Union and the 
countries of the Warsaw Pact to be more on 
the defensive, and in the event of US and 
NATO agressions in Third World coun¬ 
tries, to force them to react more or less 
passively, or more exactly, to suspend their 
eventual support. 

The most current expression of the 
interventionist US policies is the attack by 
the rapid intervention troops in Grenada. 
From an economic and military perspec¬ 
tive, Grenada is relatively bsigiiificant for 
US imperialism^ What the US troops were 
to abort , was the commendable attempt by 
the people of Grenada to build, in spite of 
various difficulties and objective cons¬ 
traints, a more just and socialist society, 
and this because the US feared what 
Grenada represented in terms of hope and 
perspectives, to the men and women of the 
Carribbean. Outside of being the first 
victorious attempt by the Rapid Interven¬ 
tion Forces, Grenada represents a 'test' 
with respect to Nicaragua and El Salvador, 
to judge how the media and the global 
public opinion will react to such agres¬ 
sions. It is also becoming inctesingly clear 
that the build-up in counter-revolutionary 
aggressions in these countries is immljient. 

In the Near-East the build-up also 
continues. After the Israeli invasion of 
Lebanon in 1982, which had as its goal the 
destruction of the Palestinian and Leban¬ 
ese revolutionary movements, it is clearly 
evident today that the situation has not 
evolved in a proBtable US impenalist 
venture. Despite severe losses by the 
revolutionary forces, the armed struggle of 
the people of Lebanon h regaining in 
strength. The US and NATO states cannot 
solely count on their regional representa¬ 
tive, Israel. They must also send, through 
the intetmediary of their figurehead that 
the 'peace troops’ represent, more and 


more soldiers and military equipment in 
Lebanon, in order to prepare for new 
aggressions against the resistance. 

The build-up of imperialist wars is the 
unified and global development that has its 
couuterpait m metropolitan areas here. 

Industrial nations are the base of depar¬ 
ture of aggression against nations and 
Third World liberation movements. Here, 
their political power U still stable, which is 
why all their economic and military inter¬ 
vention potential is directed towards Third 
World nations. This is why they can be 
attacked by relatively weak revolutionary 
forces here, in the 'heart of the beast'. 
They therefore are currently organizing, in 
parallel with the increase in Third World 
wars and war preparations in Western 
Europe, to attempt to break the resistance. 
We can feel it everywhere: the continual 
development of the police apparatus, the 
increasingly dense network of files and 
preventative controls by State Security, 
preparations for a large criminalization of 
leftist militants by massive propoganda 
campaigns, anests, imprisonments, pris¬ 
on, and an increase in instructions and 
trials. The acuteness of the global confoon- 
tation is expressed here, in the FRG, in the 
most overt mann^, in the confcontatioti 
between State Security agents and political 
prisoners. The will of extermination of the 
State is clearly evident in all the measures 
token against the prisoners: the 'white' 
torture of total isolation, psycholgical man- 
oeuvering against each prisoner, physical 
assaults... 

Because they have not been able to, up 
until now, break the will of the political 
prisoners, they ate intensifying the pro¬ 
gram of destruction and terror against the 
prisoners. They are now attempting to gain 
total control over the identity and life of the 
prisoners. For this they want to create a 
vacuum in practicing a law cfiectively 
forbidding all prisoners' contact with the 
outside, and by using law §129a, which is 
applied to build an 'illegal information 
system', to completely isolate prisoners 
from political debates and to forbid them 


all contact with the outside: Mends law¬ 
yers, parents. 

In the face of this offensive by the State 
Security apparatus, RAF prisoners and 
prisoners of the resistance movement pose 
the demand, which simultaneously consti¬ 
tutes a tool for the fight, the regroupment 
into units which are capable of interaction. 

By this demand, prisoners are fighting to 
obtain conditions which will enable them to 
have a collective life and political debates 
in prison. 

At the same time, the regroupment of 
guerilla prisoners and of the resistance is a 
concrete step towards the realization of 
unity and the organization of anti-imperi¬ 
alist and revolutionary resistance of the 
above. 

We want to fight for this demand 
because unify of political prisoners and the 
revolutionary movement in the struggle, 
breaks from the outside the project of the 
death prison. It is only together—inside 
and outside—that we will develop the 
strength which will permit us to impose 
regroupment* 

Regroupment represents for us the 
qualitative step that we want to accomplish 
on the outside: to conceive and to render 
possible the active unity of anti-imperiaHst 
resistance and the guerilla armed struggle. 
At this point there is Ettle more than the 
promises of this conception. This is the 
weakness that we are currently observing. 

Our action is only part of the necessary 
response. Ft however contains essential 
elements: to develop structures and actions 
that will permit reaction to the acuteness of 
the confrontation, advance, and in particu¬ 
lar, attack. 

This is the only way that we will perceive 
our task in the international liberation war. 

Regroupment of reslituico 
and RAF prisoners. 

SoUdarlfy wUh all stmggUng prisoners. 
DesttoyNATO. 

Unify In global aati^lmpoifalkLt rodilatic#, 
November 20,1983 


Spy School 
Bombed 

T oday, we have attacked the inteb 
ligence service school of the Ger¬ 
man Federal Army in Bad Ems, 
This espionage school trains mili* 
tary intelligence agents to: 

• spy on the population; 

• surveill the blockades and demonstra* 
tions at the entrances of military instal¬ 
lations; 

* spy on conscientious objectors; 

• investigate the loyalty of soldiers to¬ 
wards die state; 

• spy in the interior of the East Bloc and 
Third World countries. 

The disciplines taught are, for example, 
'interrogation techniques' (torture to ob¬ 
tain confessions), techniques of listening 
and observation. 

It is from here that all the agents of MAD 
(German counter-espionage service) who 
afterwords are engaged as secret llason 
officers (air, land, sea) and within the 
different defense sectors of the FRG, or are 
simply employed as intelligence agents 
within the contingents, are trained. 

Moreover, all the military attaches who 
are sent as legal spies within the diploma¬ 
tic embassies are trained here. 

Within the structure of the military 
organization of the Federal Army, the 
school, as well as the Office for the Security 
(of the Constitution) of the Federal Army 
based at Cologne (MAD commanding 
service) is subordinated to the military 
intelligence service of the Grand Chief of 
Staff of the armed forces based in Bonn, 
who is hiinself directly subordinated to the 
Minister of Defence. 

No limit is set for collaboration between 
the intelligence services MAD, BND, BFV, 
(DST Germany) and BKA, on the 
personal plane or with the computer 
systems, and the same goes for foreign 
intelligence services, CIA or MOSSAD. 
The principles of their filth are established 
at the highest levels of NATO. It is for this 
reason, for example, the military intelli¬ 
gence chiefs of the diflferent nationalities 
meet regularly at the NATO general 
headquarters. 

This action constitutes our contribution 
to the ‘Week for Peace'. We think that 
peace is not only saybg we want to prevent 
the stationing of the missiles, because the 
Pershing Us are only a part—a central 
part—of their war preparations. But, with¬ 
out Pershings and the Cruise, numerous 
wars have been waged since I94S, in the so- 
called period of peace. Hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of people have been slaughtered, 
from Vietnam to El Salvador, by napalm 
and fragmentation bombs, or as in Chile 
and Turkey assasinated during torture, 
executed with arms. 

The war did not end in 1945. We will 
fight to obtain the end of imperialist 
domination. To seriously want peace must 
mean to want the worldwide end to 
imperialist domination, which means fight¬ 
ing for revolution. 

We have chosen the Federal Army 
installation not only because we find it 
right to intervene against their obscure 
machinations, but also because designa¬ 
ting the USA as the principle enemy hides 
the role of the FRG as a centre of 
imperialist power. 

The lexers here have the same interests 
determined by profit and power, their guns 
are directed towards the east, the south, 
and against us. 

It is because of this that we need to trace 
a very distinct line of demarcation from the 
NATO imperialist state, the FRO. 

JOIN WITH US IN THE HGHT FOR THE 
uberahon of humanity 

WAR AGA1NST1MFER1A1JST WAR 

STRENGTH AND CONTINUITY FOR THE 
PRISONERS IN THE HGHT FOR RE* 
GROUPMENT 
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ANTICAIIIAUST 


GONMANDOS 


Question: ConM yon begin with a UtUe 

Mitory’t 

Answer: Oor appearance may be situated 
near the end of 1977, in fiill flight of radical 
struggle and assemblists. A lot of assem- 
blyist groups multiplied at that time, 
participating in all the struggles and 
imprinting them with an autonomist and 
class character. It must be said that these 
sectors then had an enormous social 
importance and their assemblyist dyitam^ 
ique prevailed in many important struggles 
which unfolded in those years; Vitoria. 
Renteria, factory struggles, 

TURNING TO BOtRCT ACTION 

As groups of youths developing in these 
sectors, we saw the necessity of turning to 
direct ^actioUt to defend with arms that 
which we stmggled for. It was in this way 
that we decided to form an organization 
with autonomous, separatist and anti-capi¬ 
talist characteristics, our objective being to 
create a spirit of popular self-defence 
without the military hierarchy which, liie 
the ETA, also struggles arms in hand, 

Qt Bnt this sitoatlott which you have 
described has changed today. 

At That's obvious. With legalization 
of The political parties and the trade union 
centrals, the state is beginning to realize a 
process of concessions of freedoms to close 
the door on other forms of organizations 
which put forward many more dangerous 
demands- Before putting in place the 
reform, in Euskadi, there existed an 
autonomous, assemblyist movement, that 
wanted to achieve an altemative worker *s 
power, that put forward the self-organiza¬ 
tion and self-management as alternatives 
to capitalism. 

A DOMESTICATED WORKER 
MOVEMENT 

Today, what dominates is a tame worket's 
movement, save fortunate exceptions, 
which demands no mote than larger 
salaries and improvements, and which 
accepts the existing situation- For us, this 
change didnT come to exist by chance, it is 
much more the fruit of a pact between 
capitalism and the party system in order to 
maintain a well-disciplined labour move¬ 
ment. 

In this transformation of the working 
class* the unions have had an historical 
responsibility. Since their legalization, the 
union centrals have carried out very 
concrete politics, presenting themselves as 
the only valid representatives of workers, 
mar^nalizing those who believe In the 
positions of self-organization of all proces¬ 
ses of negotiation of collective agreements, 
etc, criminalizing the assembly and-iaunch- 
ing the employer's repression against all 
those who do not enter into the cadres 
established by themV 

All this* in the context of unemployment, 
the crisis and the existing repression, has 
had as a consequence that large sections of 
workers, especially the less combatative, 
distrust worker's autonomy as class prac¬ 
tice and delegated all their confidence to 
parties and trade unions. 

Qt Whnl do you think of the eilsllng 
poitticil iltiiAtIfm; the ktefit electiona, the 
LOAFA (law on the antoBomlBt regtona), 
etc. 

As The socialist victory of October was all 
too foreseeable. The social democracy 
came to power to straighten out the 


processes of 'democratization’, which we 
call the processes of social control, which 
could not be carried out by the UCD(l). 

Their politics are clear; act strongy 
against the sectors which have not swal¬ 
lowed the refomi in order to gain the 
confidence of the army and the Spanish 
oligarchy, the real pillars of established 
power. Meanwhile by the application of the 
minor reforms, such as the expropriation of 
Ramasa{2) or the law on the plurality of 
functions, they attempt to mamtain and to 
improve their image among the electorate. 

The Plan 2en(3>, the industrial reconver¬ 
sions which they arc in the process of 
carrying out, shows in practice the real 
character of social democrat government 
and also sufficiently indicates the incapaci¬ 
ty of the autonomous institutions to res¬ 
pond to these attacks of the central 
government. 

Qt What anaJyats do you make of the 
sectiHfl which have supported the reforms 
fnEuskadi? 

Ai I believe that you refer to the 'ruptur- 
ist* sector. It is necessary, there, to make a 
distinction. The ‘rupturist' sector is an 
obvious conglomeration in which you find 
something of everything, from those who 
reject only the existing institutioiial cadre, 
ah the way to those, including us, who 
question all forms of power and all forms of 
participation iti bourgeois institutions. 

Q: How does Henri Batastina[4] fit in the 
spectnuii you have Just outllDed? 

A: Although there is currently a debate 
on this subject within HB. we would place 
them in the first group. That is to say, they 
now question the institutions because 
they're based on a rejected constitution* 
but they don't question being present in 
institutions per se. In other words, if the 
balance of power shifted tomorrow, we 
don't believe HB would find it difficult to 
run for government. 

Moreover, it must be remembered that 
HB participates in the municipalities, 


which ^ fcMT us a link in the chain of the 
capitalist system, an mstitution moreover, 
contfastad.. to the practice of popular 
counter-powerof..which we are partisans. 

A LEADERSHIP VISION OF STRUGGLE 

Another aspect of HB that must be 
pointed out is their leadership vision of 
struggle, and the hieraichial model, albeit 
a non-traditional one, that they use. Inside 
that coalition, though they speak of self- 
organization and assemblies, there exist 
leaders who they have mythified and made 
the interpreters of the revolutionaiy pro¬ 
cess. It shows, finally, both their ambigu¬ 
ous position regarding class struggle and 
their devoutly electorialist politics* 

Despite all that, HB has succeeded in 
uniting the majority of 'rupturist' groups in 
Euskadi. But we must not forget that there 
also remain many struggles and specific 
cases, like the factory, the anti'niiclear and 
marginal movements, the unemployed, 
etc., where the class struggle takes on 
global dimensions. 

Q: And what do yon think of the national 
problem? 

At For us, that problem is related to the 
class struggle. There cannot be separate 
solutions. We declare ourselves indepen- 
dentists. We are Basques, we ate of a 
people very different from the others, on a 
cultural as well as ethnic and linguistic 
levels. As autonomists, we take up the 
struggle for independence as a rupture 
with any sort of dependence, national, 
ei^nomic, ecological, etc., through gener¬ 
alized self-management, guarantee of real 
independence, in solidarity with other 
nations and communities. 

Q: Where do yon dlHer from die ETA 
[military]? 

At Well, to start, we can establish two 
groups of differences: on the one hand, 
organizational differences, on the other, 
ideological differences, even if it is cleat 
that the one is the consequence of the 
other. On the organizational level, we see 
ETA as a highly hierarchicial organization. 
To us* that's a serious contradiction. Our 
organization rejects the control of some 
pec^le over others. All power of decison 
resides with the assembly where each 
cohstitufelit group has complete autonomy. 
We are based on self-organization as our 
organizational form and on direct action as 
our method of struggle. 

On the ideological level, the differences 
are profound. ETA claims to be leading the 
revolutionary struggle in Euskadi towards 
the KAS Alternative(5), and to achieve 
that, it is based on the parties that support 
and struggle for that alternative: ANV, 
HASI, JARHAI... For us, parties and 
unions are instruments of social control, 
Though the patties declare themselves 
revolutionaty, it is utopian to want to 
reform them* to say that they are *new' or, 
more* revolutionary, because, as time 
passes, they will have the same fimction: to 
direct and control the struggles. 

It is impossible for us to conceive of a 
military organization leading a revolution¬ 
ary process. We conceive of armed strug¬ 


gle as a way of developing a mass 
consciousness of self-defense, which will 
produce a mass offensive for the destruc¬ 
tion of the system. 

The differences have been demonstrated 
as well by our practice to date. ETA carries 
out armed struggle focussed mainly a- 
gainst repression. We are developing a 
more global armed struggle, where fight¬ 
ing repression is one mote area, but not the 
only one. The unions, labour disputes, the 
capitalists, etc.* are areas in which we 
intervene, since it is equally tn these areas 
that capitalism develops. 

Q; AndfeganUngETAEpoMtlco-inlUtaiy]? 
A: Why speak of ETA{pm)? In addition to 
their hierarchial composition, their com¬ 
promise with reform has left them in quasi- 
disintegration. Anyway, we want this 
interview to clarify the positions of those 
who are fighting the system, and ETA(pm) 
is better known for reinforcing it. 

BLOCKING THE REPRESSIVE OFFEN¬ 
SIVE OF THE BOSSES 

Q; If the goventment were fo negotiate 
regrading the KAS alternative, would you 
eontinne the armed struggle? 

Ai There is no doubt that today, at least 
from our point of view, there exists the 
conditions to develop armed struggle. 
What would have to be seen is if the points 
of the KAS Alternative would suffice to 
alleviate the conditions that exist today; 
repression in all areas, negation of the 
Basque nation, politics of restructuring and 
lay-offs. In our view, some points like 
'improvements for the working class', or 
'replacing repressive agencies with others 
at the service of the people” are very 
ambiguous and we wUl see if their devel¬ 
opment slows the campaign of the bosses' 
repression led by capital* or if the 'bas- 
quisation' of the police serves the people or 
represses them (as we had already the 
occaison to verify). 

At any rate, we believe that the form and 
character that the armed resistance would 
acquire in the context of the KAS Alterna¬ 
tive would be very different from what is 
practiced today, because the degree of 
liberty would be much greater* and we 
would begin another process to which the 
forms of action would have to be adapted, 
if it were required, of course. 

Qt How do you see the outcome of the 
exlstliig sttuarion? 

As To begin, one must be aware of the 
fact that the transformations of capitalism 
and the degeneration of the worker’s 
movement have led to forms of organiza¬ 
tion, forms of action, and the traditional 
ideas and vocabulary no longer make 
sense. In conjunction with that bankruptcy 
of traditional forms of organization, we are 
aiding the rebirth or redevelopment of 
other forms which, to us, suggest the 
direction of the revolutionary process: the 
marginal struggles, anti-militarism, eco¬ 
logical struggles, struggles against wage 
labour* and all those that the system* and 
its watch dogs* the party bureaucrats, 
aren't disposed to take up* since these 
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would truly challenge them. 

A STRUGGlj: OF LOHG DURATION 


Euskadi 
August 19&3 




For us, the i^ue raised by the fore of these ty^ies of 
struggles, is to become aware of and to prepare ourselves 
for a struggle of long duration, keeping in mind that the 
methods and forms of organization of these struggles will 
determine the type of society for which we struggle. 

Qf Do yon want to add anydiiiig In eonclnaion? 

A: What we have said in this interview doesn't claim to 
be a recipe. It is an analysis distinct, we believe, from 
those that have been made until now. 

What we want is for people to become aware that no one 
is going to solve their problems, not us, not others. The 
outcome of the present situation will come when people 
begin to be activists, without delegating their future to 
whoever wants it; in having the conviction that without 
self-organization, we will again be sold. 


1 Union of Democratic Centre (UCD). Neo-Franquist 
coalition of convenience, assembled to carry out the 
transition from Franquism to democracy. Now defunct, 
one part having joined the social-democrats, the other the 
ultra-conservative right of Fraga Iribarne. 

2 Trust whose *magouilles’ were too conspicuous. 

3. Special Northern Zone: military-police grid plan for 
the Basque country. 

4. Henri Batasuna; United People, electoral coalition 
with a radical nationalist base, regrouping diverse 
organizations, it is, in fact, the political and bstitutional 
front (in the town halls) of the ETA(m), 

5. KAS Alternative: Platform-program of transition 
presented by the coalition of radical nationalist parties. It 

supported by the ETA(m). 


E.IA. 

A Personal Experience 


J.M. Benaran {‘Afgala"\ revo/ufianai^ member 
of the ETA {Basque Nation andFreedom)* was one of 
those responsible for the *0^* operation, the 
execution of Franco "s First Minister Carrero Blanco. 
Argala was one of the principle victims of Spanish 
state *s dirty war against Basque nationalists. The 
following autobiographical note is an introduction to 
a book by J. Apalatigua on the history of the Basque 
liberation struggle. 

WHAT UNITES US IS BELONGING 
TO THE SAME CLASS, 

I was asked to make a presentation which deals with a , . 
theoretical analysis of Basque nationalism, with its 
conception throughout history as seen by different 
soda] classes in the Basque country, and with Its 
relationship to intemationalism in the working class 
ccticiousness. It seemed to me mote pertineiit ncA. to make 
a critical presentation—each reader will without doubt 
make her/his own—^but to briefly present my personal 
political experience, i.e., the development of my oonsd- 
ousness of the national Basque question and the working 
class of our country, as well as the development of my 
consciousness throughout my political activity as an FT A 
militant in the southern Basque country and, later, as a 
Basque refugee in the northern Basque country. 

In order that this account will nd be misinterpreted 1 
would like to clarify that it is not meant to be a biography, 
rather it tries to bring to the ^ader a personal 
experience^—neither more or less valid than that of any 
other Basque—in order to enrich the threotetical work of 
Jokin Apalatiqui with actual experienced events. 

I do not presume that one person's experiences are 
applicable to others, even if the personal evolution may 
have arisen from following the same organizational paths. 
On the other hand, I consider that experiences are not 
rational except wkh a certain drawing back from the- 
present. An experience cannot be of use unless we take into 
account the precise circumstances and the causal elements 
—which one could have forgotten not having been 
conscious of them at the time. 

1 was born in Arrigorriaga in 1949. When I lived there, 
Arrigoniaga was an important village of about SOOO people , 
of which a good number were immigrants h:om different 
regions and people of the Spanish State. But close to the 
Basque language zone of the Arratia valley , in the area of 
the industrial city of Bilboa and its surroundings , there was 
a very high percentage of immigrants. For this reason and 
many historical reasons, one spoke Spanish almost 
exclusively. Until a dozen years ago, *Euskara' was a 
language on the road to extinction, known only to a 
decreasing number of ^basetritarras' {Basque speakers). 
The young were ashamed to speak it on the streets. 
Knowledge of 'Euskata/ instead of being a symbol of 
national afrirmatfon for a different people, provoked an 
inferiority complex. 

My father* of working class origin, bom in the same city, 
worked since hk childhood. -During my first six years, he 
and his brothers owned a small carpentry business. This 
business employed only one paid worker who frequently, 
outside of working hours, lived as part of the family. My 
hither, a Basque, spoke absolutely no ‘Euskara’. My 
mother, of Basque ori^, was obliged at a very young age 
to offer her services as a 'femme de menage' (deanlngi 
woman) at rich bourgeois homes, work which she followed 
until her marriage. Although able to speak Basque, at the 
house she spoke only Spanish. I don't know if this was due 


to a common life with my father and his family—we all lived 
in one apartment— or due to a prevalent inferiority complex 
amongst the 'Eukaldunes* of that era, 

WhenI was a child, my father won a lottery and was able 
to amass enough money to start himself up in housing 
construction. He became a small industrialist In 
construction, a social level he maintained to his death. 

For a long time the teaching 1 received in school was the 
major determinant in my education. I studied the valour of 
the Spanish c^nquistidots and the famous crusaders and 
considered the loss of the Spanish, empire to be a 
lamentable result of historical injustices by nations such as 
England and France. For me, Primo de Rivera, founder of 
the 'Phalange, ' was a national hero. The ‘Reds' as history 
books call them were all those who were against Franquism; 
they were atheistic hordes of rapists and assassins . 


Never during my childhood did 1 seriously ask mysell 
questions about the national Basque problem, even though 
Iknew a little through my father. He listened each night to a 
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clandestine radio programme whose news, half covered by 
crackling and Interference, was almost inaudible. 

My father was a Basque patriot who sympathized with 
the National Basque Party (PNV), And 1 was a Spanish 
patriot, partisan of franco who, after three years of ‘sedition 
and convent frres* had given peace 'to all the Spanish. ’ For 
this reason, conflicts at the house were frequent. And if I 
was never punished it was simply because my father 
understood he was talking with a child. He preferred to let 
me grow up and ripen rather than reprimand me. 

My paternal family and its mostly nationalist awareness 
formed my surrounding milieu, I could frequently note the 
strange conversational atmosphere in the privacy of their 
homes. They spoke of Sabine Arana, founder of the PNV, 
and of J.A, Aguirre, then president of the Basque 
government in exile. All this, without my knowing it, 
impregnated my snbeonsdous. It was not sufficient to 
counter the influence of school teachings, or even to bring 
me to pose questions of which 1 was, anyway, little aware. 

On the other hand, t have a strong memory of the 
impossibility of communicating with my maternal grand¬ 
mother. She spoke Spanish with difficulty and 1 didn't know 
Euskara. Our conversations were limited to exchanging a 
few words. She died without our ever having a real 
conversation. 1 also remember that when we visited these 
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grandparents, my mother spoke Euskara with her family 
and I couldn't understand anything. These sporadic visits 
produced a sense of inferiority in me. Sentiments which, 1 
later understood, were those of a large part of my people . 

My father, in spite of his Sabian nationalism, was a 
fervent admirer of the sodal organization of the USSR and 
of communism in general—even though he understood it in 
a rather particular way. This is certainly why the terms 
'socialism' and ‘communism,' once freed from the weight 
of school education, appeared to me as a more positive 
social option than others, in contrast to the anti-communist 
heritage that Basques of aU sodal levels received from 
traditional nationalism. My difficulty in umting with these ^ 
ideas was found on the ideological terrain, for 1 was 
profoundly religious. 

My father's friends were workers and my friends were 
the sons of workers. 1 grew up in this social milieu although, 
until adolescence, I was unable to understand the division 
of society Into classes. However, it was not these relations 
which pushed me to take the posirion of the working class 
and opt for the Marxist social model. 1 believe that this 
evolution hapjjened in two stages: negation of petty-bour¬ 
geois individualism, condemnation of capitalist exploitation 
and, in response to that, affirmation of labour and the 
idealist vision of religious inspiration and of society, 

1 remember very well my father's economic preoccupa¬ 
tions with the development of his business. The 
construction of a building depended on the sale of buildings 
built previously and on bank credits. I remember him often 
alone in his office, sick to distraction—a sentiment which I 
was not spared. I quickly understood that this law of the 
jungle, which controfled the social relations between 
businessmen, could not carry even a minimum of social 
good. The way 1 understood it, of course, was that it was 
preferable to collectivize property so that benefits and 
preoccupations would be equal for ah. This memory stayed 
so profoundly anchored in me that 1 never did want to take 
up my father's business, in spite of the benefits which, 
without a doubt, it pulled in. 

Since I was of the age of reason—in a manner of 
speaking—I could measure the expoitation of the working 
class without, for all that, understanding it for a long time. 
Tve seen workers—my very neighbors—who, after their 
long working days, were obliged to work overtime in my 
father’s business or in others in order to survive with their 
families. At about seventeen years of age 1 joined a Catholic 
action movement, the Legion de Marie. One of its goals was 
to ‘dive' into the misery, to try to console those who must 
submit to it. 

What became progessively evident to me was that 
consolation suppressed neither hunger nor sickness. It was 
only with the struggles of the workers which arose in my 
region in the mid-sixties, and particularly with the Bandas 
strike and the repression during the state of emergency 
which followed, that 1 came to understand the division of the 
society into classes and the opposing interests. 

I understood the problem but again I misunderstood the 
possible solutions. The antagonistic character of the 
confrontation between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat 
hit me and, in a general way, so did the rationalization of the 
sodal problem. My vision was made of personal 
experiences and my idealist interpretation. 1 had to be dose 
to those who suffered and help them. 1 had to do something 
to improve the conditions of working life, and 1 came to 
understand the existence of a capitalist mode of production 
which provoked the exploitation and repression of the 
working class. 1 recall, for example, that to sensitize people 
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to the Viet Nam war we posted^ at the door of the parish 
church, photographs of children killed by bombs. But what 
neither I nor my friends understood then was that the 
Viet Nam War, with all its consequences, was not evil in 
itself. It was the product of American imperialism's fight 
against the just aspitariotis of the Vietnamese for social and 
national liberation. And that the only possible solution 
tested in the defeat of the U.S. troops on this territory. 

It was a iittte later that 1 came to the profound ideological 
transformation which allowed me to put each piece of the 
jigsaw pu3tzle together. 1 liked to study and I saw the need to 
rationalize my experiences, to understand the why of 
things, My religious conception of life, of man and social 
relations, entered a crisis. This was because the religious 
conception was insufficient to explain the problems which T 
posed myself. It was then that 1 began to study Marxist 
theory. 

By this time people were talking about a new political 
patriot organiiaton, Basque and socialist, which struggled 
for the independence of the Basque country. It was called 
the BTA. The ikastolas developed and the young began to 
sing in Euskara. The Basque question was posed in all its 
breath. Our people, practically annihilated, were resusci¬ 
tated, This resurrectiott was felt equally in Arrigorriaga. 

RESURGENCE OF NATEONAUSM 

Evening classes of Euskara for adults began and those 
who spoke Basque began to overcome their complexes and 
were proud, 

These two factors—Marxist study and the renaissance of 
Basque iiationalism—made me conscious of the Basque 
country as a different nation, composed of seven regions 
sepetated by the arms of the Spanish and French state 
oppressors. I also became conscious of the division oi 
society into classes set against each other by their 
irreconcilable interests, and the Basque country' was not an. 
exception in this sense. I equally understood what the! 

* evangelization of America" by the Spanish was and what 
the 'crusades^ were, the *reds' and the ^glorious national 
uprising.' I understcMjd that the issue was not that the rich 
should help the poor, not that the workers' salaries to be 
raised,, but that the means of production must be socialized. 
To find solidarity, good will was not enough; it required a 
transformation of the capitalist mode of production into a 
socialist mode of production. 

1 understood that the working class had to take political 
power* that the state apparatus was not neutral, that the 
working class was obliged to destroy the bourgeois state to 
create another, thetr own: that the bourgeoisie had recourse 
to arms where its privileged members were in danger, and 
that if the working class did not pose the question in like 
terms, we could expect many massacres and little 
revolution. Once this process of comprehension was 
begun^—and 1 hope it will never be considered to have 
ended^—I accepted my entrance into the ETA. 

In spite of the difficulties arising out of the clandestinity 
in which our political relations had to develop, my 
militantism in the ETA permitted me to deepen my 
understanding of the natinal question and its relationship to 
the class struggle* But it was fundamentally the split the 
c^me about at the Sixth Assembly that obliged me to revise 
my world vision. Before taking a position, the Assembly 
allowed my to give my vision coherence, confirming for 
myself its correctness. 

NATIONAL QUESTION ft REVOUJTION 

The group called the Sixth Assembly defended the thesis 
that the national oppression suffered by the Basque peole 
was a historical consequence of the process of consolidating 
the capitalist mode of production, and in pursuit of the 
domination of the largest markets possible, the French and 
Spanish bourgeoisie, had seperated the Basque country in 
iwo I In trying to homogenize their respective markets, they 
destroyed the old legal Basque organization and tried to 
suppress its language. They imposed French and Spanish 
cultures which not only became dominant but, moreover, 
the only ones admitted. Once the capitalist mode of 
production no longer have any interest in mamtaining the 
oppression of the Basque people, this oppression will 
automatically disappear. Consequently, the fundamental 
objective was the triumph of the socialist revolution in the 
French and Spanish states. 

To achieve that as quickly as possible it was necessary to 
unite workers at the state level, for it is at this level that the 
class struggle develops in a significant way. ETA had 
always defended the independence of the Basque country 
and after the Sixth Assembly this demand divided the 
Basque workers. It was therefore necessary to abandon it 
and adopt a policy In favor of national and self-determina¬ 
tion, without adopting a concrete option on this subject* 
The independance option was counter-revolutionary for it 
sowed division among the working class and put a break on 
the revolutionary process. It was also petty bourgeois for it 
represented an attempt by the Basque petty boutgeois to 
become the dominant class in the newly created Basque 
state. 

The independentist option then was reaction ary. Very 
cautiously, coincident with this thesis, armed struggle was 
considered a method reserved for elites of messianic 
ambition, who tried to substitute themselves as protagon¬ 
ists of the working daises. It did not represent more than 
the expression of a petty-bourgeoisie who were desperately 
disputing their historical marginalization. Following this 
shema, and fortunately it was never said, ETA represented 
nothing more than the antifranquiste, and as such, radical 
version of the petty bourgeois policy of the PNV* Finally, it 
was nothing more than an organization calling to be 
assimilated by its Party once political democracy was 
acquired, if this was possible. 


If I was in agreement with their analysis of the origin of 
oppression of the Basque people, I totally rejected the 
conclusions drawn. Their schema* an exact copy of the one 
applied by Lenin in the USSR* seemed wrong for the Basque 
country. The people do not choose at a given moment but 
continually, in a process in which their options may 
change. Span^h imperialism was not the only cause of the 
existence of the independence option. There was also the 
historical incomprehension of the Basque question by the 
Spanish working parties. The independence option was the 
political expression of the popular elements under the 
direction of the w'orking class. Only they are capable of 
assuming the direction of a process oi such breadth. It Is 
precisely because the working class has taken up the 
Basque question that the national renaissance of the 
Basque countiy^ is possible. 



Guardta Civil 


As an ETA member, my relations with representatives df 
Spanish revolutionary workers' parties served only to 
confirm this vision. The parties didn't understand the 
Basque question except as an embarassing problem that 
they must make disappear. It always seemed to me that 
'Spanish' unity^ was for them as sacred as it was for the 
bourgeoisie* They never managed lo understand that the 
national character of the struggle of the Basque country was 
a revolutionary factor. On the contrary. For them it was but 
a discordant note in the revolutibnary process that they 
hoped to control. 

As for the relations between the contiiiental Basque 
country (north) and the peninsular Basque country (south), 
exile permitted me to learn the problem directly. Up until 
then my opinion on this came more from historical and 
ideological reasoning than from any real understanding of 
the continental Basque country. However, experience only 
confirmed my hypothesis and endowed them with a more 
scientific basis. 

The continental Basque country is a region practically 
lacking in industry. The bases of its economy are made of 
primary sector activites and tourism, 'With a population of 
not more than a quarter million, and completely on the 
margin of French economic centres, it suffers from 
emmigration of its young workforce. Euskara is well known 
in the rural zones and passably known on the coast. The 
participation of the continental Basque on the side of France 
in the two wars of national liberation, and the non-existence 
of a social class capable of a national dynamic meant that, 
until recent years, national consciousness was the exclusive 
property of intellectual sectors. But the expansive wave of 
the struggle from the peninsular Basque country has 
permitted a growing development of consciousness. The 
French state became aware of the dangers represented by 
this and declared the ETA and Enbata illegal. As often in 
the case, such a measure only served to reinforce the new 
nationalism. New organizations formed and they began* 
albeit slowly* to grow. It is obvious that the only viable 
economic for the continental Basque country is its 
integration with the peninsular zone. There it can find the 
technology and capital it needs to cease being a tourist 
reserve and producer and emmigrating labour. 

In spite of the different cultures in the Basque zones 
created by two centuries of forced seperation* common 
language makes integration possible. 1 became aware that 
in spite of the low level of national oonsdousness in the 
continental Basque country* the unity of the two parties of 
our people was not only justified historically but also 
economically* and unity was possible* Must the two zones 
of the country develop seperately following different 
strategies according to the state in which they exist? On the 
contrary. They must develop a single unified and national 
strategy with coordination on tactics. 

ARMED STRUGGU: 

My interpretation of the strategy of armed struggle 
doesn't correspond to that formed by the Sixth Assembly. 
The fact that it would be practiced by a minority doesn't say 
that it expresses the interests of the Basque petty-bour- 
geoisie. Armed straggle represents the most radical 
expression of discontent of the popular strata of Basque 
society and, in particular, of the working class. The 
identification of this class with those who practiced armed 
struggle began to appear at the time of the Burgos 


judgement in 1970* Since then it has only increased. 
Armed struggle was the result of the converging national 
oppression and class exploitation that tfie Basque workers 
were subjected to under the Franqubt dictatorship. Its 
growth obeyed the conditions of life and of historical 
ideological formation of the Basque people. 

Armed struggle did not halt the work of mass 
organizations at other levels. On the contrary, because it 
became the worst enemy of the Spanish regime* the other 
forms of struggle became secondary enemies, which could 
be more easily accepted by Franquism. It did provoke 
intense waves of repression in the sectors that were trying 
to organize the patriotic masses. But his wasn't due to 
amed struggle in itself; it was due to the organic unity* at 
the heart of the ETA, between these sectors and the armed 
struggle sectors. 

The Sixth Assembly declared itself internationalist and 
called the ETA ^national petty-bourgeois.' But what is 
proletarian internationalism? Does being internationalist 
require the workers of a divided and oppressed nation to 
disown their national rights and to fraternize wtih workers 
of the dominant nation? 

PROLETARIAN INTERNATIONALISM 

In my opinion, no. Proletarian intemationaiism signifies 
the class solidarity expressed in mutual support between 
the workers of different nations, with mutual tespect for 
their particular forms of national identity. If relations 
between the Spanish proletarian forces and the patriotic 
Basque forces aren't any better , it's not because of the just 
demands of the latter, because of incomprehension and 
opportunistic action of the former. 

Does proletarian internationalism require the workers of 
the more politically advanced nations to brake their rhythm 
to lend a hand to those from less advanced nations? If it 
were so* humanity would be stationary* If socialist revolu¬ 
tions and countless liberation struggles have triumphed* 
this is due to the existence of countries who have not 
understood proletarian Internationalism in this way. 

Experience proves that each country that triumphs over 
capitalism breaks ground for the extension of the world 
socialist revolution* for there is not better advice than 
example. The best way to cultivate internationalism is to 
advance the social revolutionary process where conditions 
lend to it. 

The patriotic sector of the Basque working class—which 
didn't exist in a conscious sense for forty years, allowed 
the petty-bourgeoisie to guide the national struggle—al¬ 
ready existed in the sixties. The evolution of the ETA, with 
its rude jumps and deviations in all directions, only 
expressed the search for ideological and political affirma¬ 
tion by this class which was at the heart of a reality occupied 
by foreign sectors* 

The split at the Sixth Assembly was decisive^. Since then, 
it has nof been a matter of knowing where one was, but of 
knowing how one must situate oneself. The fact that the 
ETA, more understood as phenomenon rather than as an 
organization* was not until recently able to organize 
patriotic Basque workers in any coherent fashion, is not 
due, as some infer, to its petty-bourgeois character, but to 
its political inexperience* This is logical in a social group 
which has only recently become conscious of its identity and 
which still has everything to learn. 


SOCIALIST REVOLUTION 

More precisely, the growth of consciousness of this group 
of Basque workers permits the perception of the Basque 
country as an autonomous frame of reference for the 
socialist revolution—which must inevitably be united with 
the national libetatioti straggle. 

Subsequent reality has only confirmed these hypotheses. 
The workers' struggles in the Basque country have always 
had their limits at the border of the Basque nation. The 
political straggle in the Basque country has bad a (hfferent 
character from the rest of the neighboring states. This 
obliged the Spanish parties to decentralize their structures 
by creating special organizations for the penisular Basque 
country (south). The Spanish workers parties stopped 
being the principal enemy of the state. This role was 
reserved for the patriotic Basque working forces* and 
especially the ETA. The same forces served to 
counter-irritate and radicalize the revolutionary process of 
the entire Spanish State, confirming the correct version that 
the ETA had of proletarian internationalism. In spite of the 
inequality between the northern and the southern Basque 
country* due to different forms of national oppression 
and to different socio-economic structures, the process of 
reconciliation between the two zones is already evident (in 
cultural, economic* and inter-cooperative relations, and 
political patties covering the two zones). Their internal 
relations* always more important, speak against the thesis 
of those who install themselves respectively in the French 
or Spanish process. These were the tools of the Spanish and 
French States who began to unite in their struggle against 
the Basque people. 

Once the decay of Franquism started the ETA* rather 
than enlarging its ranks with petty-bourgeois organiza¬ 
tions* instigated the creation of workers' parties. These 
were proving themselves capable of giving imi^tus to the 
sectors who represented revolutionary practice in the face 
of the reformist policy of those who proclaimed themselves 
the authentic levolutionaty communists. 

Today, faced with the choice between a Basque 
petty-bourgeoisie state or a Spanish socialist one, a section 
of the working class is in the position to offer a third 
path^ tile Basque socialist revolution. 

We mustn't indulge in illusions. The triumph of this 

Turn to puge Jt3. 
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Sentencing Statements 



The following are the political defence statements of Ann Hansen^ Brent Taylor 
and Doug Stewart, three members of the Vancouver Five, arrested January 20, 
1983, After pleading guilty in June 1984 to the ^DIRECT ACTION* bombings of 
an environmentally hazardous electrical substation and a Cruise missile 
components factory, the Five feltfiee for the first time since the trial began to 
openly discuss the actions, the surrounding issues, and the need for the urban 
guerilla in Canada. 


Ann Hansen 


W HEN I look back on the past 
year and a half. 1 realize 
that I have learned a les¬ 
son* Not the kind of lesson 
that some people would hope 1 learned, but 
rather through direct life experience, I 
have re-leamed what I once only under¬ 
stood theoretically—that the courts have 
nothing to do with justice and prison ia 
where they punish the victims of this 
society* . 

For many years now. I have understood 
that the justice system was actually a 
system of injustice when seen in the 
broader sodal context. I was aware that 
pssiiaaient is where men make laws to 
protect big business* wealthy individuals 
and the status quo* Police were employed 
to enforce the laws, courts were created to 


pposecnte those who broke the law, and 
prisons were built to punish to guilty. 

My faith in the justice system began to 
erode as I grew up and saw the big 
busmcsses ripping off people by sellmg 
poorly produced products at high prices, 
resource companies gou^g and raping 
the earth, governments producing nuclear 
arsenals capable of destroying life on earth 
many times over, pornographic magazines 
that normalized and glamorized rapoj 
incest and sexual assault, and Indians 
being herded onto reservations to die* All 
these Climes on humanity and the earth are 
legal. They are protected and sanctioned 
by parliament, the courts, the law and the 
police. This was all very wrong* 

In OakaUa, where 1 have spent the past 
sixteen months, I have found that seventy 


per cent of the prison population are Indian 
womyn, even though Indian people make 
up only one per cent of the total outside 
population. This disproportionate number 
of Indian people in prison Is reflected in the 
prison populations across the country and 
reflects the racism of our society. 

Everyone I have met in prison is poor* 
No one owns cars, homes, land or any¬ 
thing* They ate there because they were 
forced to commit crimes to survive in a 
society that has no place for them. They 
have never owned forest companies that 
tape whole mountains of their forests, or 
handled nudear murder weapons or stolen 
oil from Arab lands to be sold at scalper's 
prices in North America* 

In the beginning when I was Brsi 
arrested, I was intimidated and surrounded 
by the courts and prison- This fear 
provided the basis for the belief that if I 
played the legal game, I would get 
acquitted or perhaps less time* This fear 
obscured my vision and fooled me into 
thinking that 1 could get a break from the 
justice system* But this eight months m 
court has sharpened my perceptions and 
strengthened my political convictions to 
see that the legal game is rigged and 
political prisoners are dealt a marked deck* 

THE TRIAL 

From the beginning in January 1983, the 
police illegally orchestrated press confer¬ 
ences and furnished the mass media with 
evidence, photos and information that 
became the basis for nation-wide news 
stories convicting us as terrorists. We 
were portrayed as dangerous, psychotic 
crimmals wifbout politics. 

Then our charges were separated into 
four separate indictments, of which the 
first was the Brinks conspiracy, so that we 
would be criminalized. This would make it 
harder for people to understand us as 
political people for our fhture trials* 

During the voir dire, it became obvious 
through police testimony that the diBerent 
police departments had committed illegal 
acts during their investigation. The 
Security Service in all probability watched 
the Wimmin's Fire Brigade (WFB) do the 
firebombings since Julie and 1 had been 
under intensive twenty-four hour surveil¬ 
lance by the SS for days prior to and during 
the day of the &ebbmbing* 

The Coordinated Law Enforcement Unit 
(CLEU) had committed illegal break-ms to 


plant the bugs in our house and in Doug's 
apartment among other illegal activities. 
But despite tf/ , the judge permitted the 
wire-tap evidence. This taught me that 
there is one law for the people and none for 
the police. 

But the event 5 ^he court proceed¬ 
ings that has had the most politicizing 
effect on me was Julie's sentencmg. The 
judge ignored the fact that she had plea 
bargained and slapped her with the maxi¬ 
mum prison sentence suggested by the 
Crown—twenty years* During the senten¬ 
cing, the judge said that this case is 
criminal, not political, yet the twenty year 
sentence was justified by the judge as a 
necessary social deterrent which indicates 
that the court is so threatened by the 
potential of social upheaval that it takes a 
■ twenty-year sentence to deter others. That 
is political* It seems that that the severity 
of the prison sentence is in direct propor¬ 
tion to the perceived level of discontent in 
society* 1 understand why 1 bave partici¬ 
pated in the legal system up to now but, in 
retrospect, in order to be honest to my 
political principles, 1 should have refused 
to collaborate in this legal sham and 
instead simply stated my political reasons 
for doing what 1 did. 

Since 1 didn't then, I have the opportun- 



Ann Hansen 



Dunsmiur Action 


Doug Stewart 


G ood morning. I have a few 
short comments to make about 
the Dunsmuir bombing. 

In the evening of May 30,19S2, 1 
went to the Dunsmuir substatloii on Van¬ 
couver Island and placed four dynamite 
charges, which detonated early the next 
morning and destroyed four ^unt reac¬ 
tors. 

The reason why I did that, 


nutshell, is that the Gheekye-Dunsmuir 
project is going to inflict large-scale, 
severe damage on the environment in 
B.C., and I consider that to be reprehensi¬ 
ble and intolerable* 

In the communique we released, we said 
that for over 200 years, modem industrial 
civilization has been relentlessly devasta¬ 
ting the natural world, and at an ever 
One particularly clear- 


cut measure of the destruction being done 
is the simple fact that in the 20 th century 
alone, several tens of thousands of animal 
and plant spedes have become extinct, 
that fs, utterly and forever obliterated from 
the face of the earth* In my opinion, there 
is absolutely no possible justiflcation for 
such horrifying slaughter—^not jobs, not 
progress, not standard of living—nothing. 

The destruction of the world's environ¬ 
ment is a direct consequence of modern 
industrialism, but it also springs from 
certain fundamental perspectives of our 
culture. 

Most people in our society, and certainly 
those with wealth and power, ate of the 
opinion that the earth belongs to us. that it 
exists only for oui use, and that it is of 
! value only to the extent that we value it. 
It's taken for granted that we have a 
natural birthright to manipulate the entire 
world's economy for our ends. 

That is not how 1 see it. In my opinion, 
all life on earth has a right to be, and is of 
Worth and importance in and of itself. The 
‘natural world is a home which we share 
!with the trees and the birds, and which we 
should treat tespectfully and gently, and 
not as something to ruthlessly lay waste to. 

The Cheekye-Dunsmuir transmission 
line fits into this picture as a small part into 
the whole. There are three main environ¬ 
mental consequences of the Cheekye 
project. The first is that as a major 
expansion of B*C, Hydro's transmission 
capacity, it will facilitate and encourage the 
building of more dams* That has fairly 
obvious significance for the ecology of the 
particular valleys chosen to he flooded* 

The second implication of Cheekye- 
Dunsmuir Is that a large part of its power 
promised to pulp and paper mills, 
which consume vast quantities of trees. 

This will lead to an expansion in 
logging, which is probably the single most 
widespread^ destructive activity underway 
inB.C* 

third consequence is that the incre- 
Dwer supply will allow for a wave of 


general industrial development on Van¬ 
couver Island, which, in a thousand dhTer- 
ent ways* will further contribute to the 
savaging of the environment. 

That is the true nature of Cheekye- 
Dunsmuir, and that is why 1 participated in 
the Dunsmuir bombing* 

The most obvious objection to this kind 
of action ts its blatant illegality. In answer, 

I say you have to look beyond Cheekye- 
Dunsmuir, In the world today, 1 see almost 
unimaginable cruelty, injustice, and suf¬ 
fering* From bloody repression in Central 
America, to starvation of Africa, and from 
the arms race to the condition of the poor m 
■our own communities, the list of atrocities 
is a long one. And in each case, the thread 
of responsibility can be traced to the 
iwestern powers, those countries alleged to 
exemplify the benefits of the rule of law. 

1 say bluntly that the groat tragedies of 
the modem world are not accidental or 
inevitable, they are the direct consequence 
of a system based on a mad struggle for 
profit* These's' money to be made in 
famine and war, and those who do, will use 
every means at their disposal, including 
the law, to protect their position against 
any threat from social reformers, or revol¬ 
utionaries. 

This is the true function of the law: not to 
defend the weak and ensure the further¬ 
ance of justice, but to defend the interests 
of the strong and ensure the continuance of 
their degradations* And that is why, in 
attempting to stop Cheekye-Dunsmuir, I 
did not consider the law to be a legitimate 
moral constraint. 

One final point 1 want to make clear is 
that I reject the label of terrorist. The real 
terrorists are those with wealth and power, 
who profit from the rape of the land, and 
who perpetuate human misery. I act in 
defence of the earth, and in solidarity with 
everyone who's fighting for a better world* 
That's all I have to say. 

Doug Stewart 
New We«tiiriiibter, B.C. 

JiiDe31,19M 


RBSISTANCE: OOCt;A^£W7S AND ANALYSES OF THE fLLEGAL FRONT 


11 





















1 



12 RESfSTANCE: DOCUMENTS AND ANALYSBS OF THE fLLEGAL FRONT 


M y purpose for speaking today is 
simply to reaffirm my commit¬ 
ment to the basic values and 
ideals which motivated me to 

struggle. 

I believe that both the ideals, and the 
struggle, are just, and that they hold the 
promise of a better future, 1 continue to 
desire the creation of societies based upon 
feminist, humanist, co-operative, ecolog¬ 
ical and non-authoritarian principles. 

Illegal activities were one part of my 
political activism in the struggle against 
the injustices and threats to life manifest in 
modem industrial civilization, and the 
political and economic system of imperial- 
ism. The overall purpose of any illegal 
activity 1 was involved in was to further 
develop this struggle and thereby contrib¬ 
ute to the possibility of a better world-^ne 
in which all people can finally live in 
freedom and mtenmtional unity. Even if 
this does not come about in my lifetime, it 
is my hope that one day out future relatives 
will live in such a world. 

1 first began to become aware of social 
reality during the latter part of the 1960s.; 
Since then I have never been able to accept 
the existence of so many horrible injuslices 
within human societies, nor could I ignore 
that so many of the injustices resulted from 
deliberate decisions by the economically 
and politically powerful people of western 
industrial nations. The widespread protest 
and social movements, which toot to the 
streets in the sixties opened my eyes to a 
whole different picture of life than I had 
previously seen in nursery rhymes, ctiild- 
ten's T.V. shows, or school. I paid 


attention to what was happening because I 
felt that soemthing had to be fundament¬ 
ally wrong with the system since so many 
people were putting their hearts and 
energies into protesting against it- 

1 learned about racism. 1 learned about 
the Vietnam war. I learned about the 
inhumanity of capitalism, and the evil 
greed and hypocrisy of the powerful 1 
learned why so many people rejected the 
spiritually vacant, obsessively materialistic 
lifestyle of the status quo. 1 was inspired 
by people's dreams for justice and libera¬ 
tion, and for a society based upon love and 
sharing. I considered myself to be a child 
of peace. I was not then, nor have 1 ever 
been, a violent person. 

For the whole of my adult life, I have 
participated in a variety of political activi¬ 
ties involving many issues, T have learned 
a lot about the real character of the system 
we live under, and why it is the way it is, I 
understand that there are many common 
links between the many grievances and 
critiques that people have about the system 
and the quality of life generally in industri¬ 
alized societies, 1 understand the sad truth 
that some human beings really do consci¬ 
ously exploit other people in order to 
secure power and profites for themselves. 

I understand that the nations of Canada 
and the United States were founded upon 
campaigns of genocide against the indige¬ 
nous peoples of this beautiful continent 
and that the basic intent of these genocide 
campaigns continues to this day. 1 
understand that industrial development of 
the scale occuring in the world today will 
inevitably kill the earth's living biosphere. 


ity to do so now. Over the last couple days 
we have heard witnesses who are activists 
around the different issues. They have 
spoken at great length about their efforts 
and the efforts of other groups to prevent 
the testing of the Cruise, the construction 
of the Cheefcye-Dunsmuir line and to stop 
Red Hot Video. 1 think it has become fairly 
obvious through their testimony in each 
case they had exhausted all the legitimate 
channels of social protest in order to stop 
these projects and businesses. It was 
because there was no legal way to stop 
these crimes against humanity and the 
earth, that I felt I had to use illegal actions 
to do so. 

1 didn't just feel that 1 should, I felt that I 
had a duty and responsibility to do 
everything in my power to stop these 
crimes. At this dangerous point in human 
history, we have a moral reponsibUity to 
stop the arms race, violent pornography 
and the destruction of the earth. This 
moral law fat ovet-rides any obligation to 
adhere to man-made laws. 

I would prefer to live in peace but when 1 
looked around me, 1 couldn't find it 
antwhere. Everywhere 1 looked, the land 
was being destroyed, the Indians were 
victims of genocide, Third World peoples 
were oppressed and massacred i people 
lived in industrial wastelands and womyn 
were being raped and children molested. I 


could never live in peace—only quiet—the 
kind you find in cemetaries. 

UNDERGROUND RESISTANCE 

Even though I knew that a few militant 
direct actions would not make the revolu¬ 
tion or stop these projects, I believed that it 
was necessaty to begin to develop an 
underground resistance movement that 
was capable of sabotage and expropria¬ 
tions and could work free from police 
surveillance. The development of an effec¬ 
tive resistance movement is not an over¬ 
night affair—it takes decades of evolution. 
It has to start somewhere in small numbers 
and whether or not it grows, becomes 
effective and successful will depend on 
whether or not we make it happen. 

I believe these direct actions of sabotage 
compliment the legal radical movement 
and serve a purpose it can't fulfill. Not that 
the legal movement is ineffective because 
although their efforts often fail to stop a 
project, their work will increase people's 
consciousness. The important thing is that 
the abeveground and underground support 
one another because out strength lies in 
unity and diversity. 

Although 1 did do these three political 
actions, they were not the result of the 
culmination of a legal struggle around the 
respective issues. In fact, the point of an 


underground resistance movement Is to 
develop a strategic political analysis and 
actiotis that are based on a understandmg 
of the economics and politics of the 
corporate state. Instead of reacting to 
every issue that pops up, we carried out 
actions that were based upon an analysis. 
This way if an effective resistance move¬ 
ment does develop, we can be subjects who 
determine history instead of reacting to 
every singularly obvious symption of the 
system's disease. 

The politics of Direct Action saw the 
inter-cofinectedness of militarism, sex¬ 
ism, environmental destruction and imper¬ 
ialism, We saw that all these problems are 
rooted in the value system and way of 
thinking called capitalism and patriarchy. 
These values are passed on from one 
generation to the next through the institu¬ 
tions of this society—the multinational 
corporations, schools, mass media, church 
and commercial culture. 

The main value of this society can be 
boiled down simply into one word—money. 
All life on this earth is reduced to its profit 
value by the capitalist economic system, 
Womyn, animals, Third World people, and 
the environment are reduced to a product 
and thus are objectified. Workers are 
valued for their productivity, womyn for 
their value as sex objects, animals for food 
or furs, the environment for its potential as 
a natural resource base. If some living 
being is of no economic value in relation to 
the capitalist system, then it is valueless. 
Consequently, traditional Indian people 
become victims of genocide and huge areas 
of the earth are designated as 'Natural 
Sacrifice Areas'. So the Litton action, 
Cheekye-Dunsmuir action and W.F.B, act¬ 
ion, at least for me, were not issue 
oriented actions but were our resistance 
politics transformed into action. 

W.F.B, A DIRECT ACTION 

Contrary to the state’s and the police's 
theories, Direct Action and the W.F.B. 
were two different groups. Of the five of us 
charged with the Red Hot Video firebomb- 
infis, only Julie and 1 did the firebombing. 
There were no men involved with doing the 
firebombings. Doug, Brent and Getty just 
happened to either live with Julie and I or 
visit us. The W.F.B. was not an ongoing 
underground group, it was simply a group 
of womyn who came together for the 
purpose of firebombing Red Hot Video 
because we felt there was no other way for 
us to stop the proliferation of violent 
pornography. 


Direct Action carried out the Litton and 
Cheekye-Dunsmuir actions. I do sin¬ 
cerely regret that people were injured in 
the Litton bombing. All precautioits were 
taken to prevent these injuries and an 
apology to the people injured, and an 
explanation as to why it happened was 
released almost immediately after the 
bombing. But 1 .must also add that I 
criticize the Litton action itself because it 
was wrong for Direct Action to place a 
bomb near or in a building that people 
were working in regardless of the number 
of precautions taken to ensure that nobody 
got hurt. In carrying out actions, revolu¬ 
tionaries should never rely, on the police or 
security guards to cleat out buildings and 
save people's lives. 

There is no excuse for these mistakes 
and I will always live with the pain that 1 
am responsible for, but these mistakes 
should never overshadow the incredible 
amount of pain and suffering that Litton 
contributes to every day and the potential 
for planetary extinction that the Cruise 
missile embodies. Every day millions of 
people are slowly starving to death because 
so much money and human effort is 
diverted into the international war industry 
instead of being used to feed the people of 
the world. In Canada, essential social 
services are cut so that the government can 
pour more money into the war industry and 
mega projects. For example, the federal 
government has given Litton $26.4 million 
in subsidies to build the guidance system ^ 
of the Cruise, 

The use of 1984 double-think has 
become an important part of today's 
psychological warfare against people de¬ 
veloping radical consciousness. We expe¬ 
rience it every day, even in this courtrcx>m. 

1 an called a terrorist—one who tries to 
impose their will through force and intimi¬ 
dation—by the court and the press. But 1 
am not a terrorist, 1 am a person who feels 
a moral obligation to alt that is humanly 
possible to prevent the destruction of the 
earth. 

Businesses such as Litton, B.C. Hydo, 
and Red Hot Video are the real terrorists. 
They are guilty of crimes against humanity 
and the earth, yet they are free to carry on 
their illegal activities while those who 
resist and those who are their victims 
remain in prison. How do we, who have no 
armies, weapons, power or money, stop 
these criminals before they destroy the 
earth? 

I believe if there is any hope for the 
future, it lies in our struggle. 


StruggleforFreedom andtheEarth 

Brent Taylor 































RESISTANCE: DOCUMENTS AND ANALYSES OF THE ILLEGAL FRONT 13 


I understand that the escalating war 
preparations of western nations is the 
result of impenalism's desperation to 
prevent further loss of its empire to 
ongoing liberation movements in the Third 
World/ 

In my opinion, it is essential that we stop 
industrial civilization’s destruction of the 
environinent and that we stop imperialist 
war and the launching of nuclear weapons. 
It is not enough to simply be concerned 
about such things j or even opposed to 
them. We must stop them ^tom happen^ 
ingl 1 believe that moral and political 
responisibility requires of people that we 
develop an effective resistance to such 
things. 1 say that this resistance struggle is 
essential because unless we can prevent 
such things from happening, life on earth 
will very likely be extinguished. 

It is as a result of this analysis that 1 felt 
the need to take action to do what 1 could, 
to directly resist the escalating life-threat¬ 
ening tendencies of imperialism and mod* 
em industriai civilization. Even though 1 
recognize that there are many important 
and necessary forms of legal political work 
that people must be involved in as part of 
an overall struggle to make better societ* 
ies. 1 was involved in illegal political work 
because there is a real need ^ direct 
action now against the most cntkal threats 
confronting people and the environment. 
Ultimately, I believe that the destmction of 

Create the 
underground 

resistance 

the imperialist system Is necessary for Ae 
wrongs It causes to be righted, and that 
only by popular TcvolutiDuary struggle, can 
people ever take control over the direction 
of out societies from the greedy and 
powerful, and thus begin to build truly just 
ones. 

Although the court says that the only 
thing of concern is whether or not 1 broke 
some laws, I submit that the actual reality 
of this case is distorted and obscured by 
the state’s deffnitions about what is rele¬ 
vant to this enquiry. 1 say that people 
should not allow their perceptions of 
what is really at issue here to be distorted 
and debased by the self-serving and moral 
hypocrisy of the state. The state has 


assumed the power and authority to put me 
and my activities under intense scrutiny, 
but 1 say it is really the imperialist system 
and industrial civil^ation which should be 
scrutinized because it is their activities 
which really place us all in very grave 
danger. 

Far more important than the fact that 
Tve broken some laws of Canada are the 
reasons 1 did so. State militarism is 
slaughtering people in ever Increasing 
numbers. The ruling class of the western 
world is preparing for imperialist war to 
stop the advance of anti-imperialist libera* 
^tion struggles. The entire planet is 
threatened with nuclear war. Western 
civilization is forcing its domination throu¬ 
ghout the world*-^xploiting people and 
suppressing their cultures with the pro¬ 
duction of every M-i6 rifle, automobile, 
television set, rock and roll supergroup, or 
can of hair spray or underarm deodorant. 
The earth's precious environment upon 
which all life depends is being relentlessly 
destroyed by industrial development— 
from the rain forests of the Amazon basin 
to the dying lakes of Northern Ontario. It 
is only because of my active opposition to 
such enormous injustices that I am before 
this court today. 

It may seem like arrogance, hut I mean 
this in a most humble way—there are too 
many people in our society who have their 
heads in the sand regarding these enor¬ 
mous injustices. 1 realize that there are 
many reasons for this, and therefore I feel 
sorrow, not anger, in regards to the overall 
spiritual and moral pove^ of Canadian 
people generally. The struggle in Canada, 
Tve come to believe* is for people living 
under this system to overcome their 
allegiance, acquiesence and participation 
in it. We have a great task before us in 
Canada^—to create a better society, not for 
bread mid shelter lor ourselves, but be¬ 
cause we recognize that js is wrong to live 
the way we do: off the spoils of imperialism 
and the plunder of the earth. This will take 
moral and spiritual understanding and 
strength. 1 pray that we are able to find it 
in ourselves. 

Finally, I want to say 1 am a human 
being—not some stereotype. Like all of us, 
1 am imperfect. But I am not an evil 
person, 1 am a moral person. 1 deeply care 
about this world and the people living in it. 

To me, the struggle for freedom and 
liberation, and to protect the earth is more 
important than anything else, □ 
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counter-revolution has begun to split the 
radical wing from the rest of the movement 
by any means and isolate them to weaken 
the whole movement. In the '70s we had 
the experience of what it means when 
sectors of the left adopt the propaganda of 
the state, when they start to present those 
who struggle uncompromisingly as respon¬ 
sible for state persecution, destruction, 
and repression. They not only confuse 
cause with effect, but also justify implicit 
state terror. Therefore, they weaken their 
own position. They narrow the frame of 
their protest and their resistance. 

Zoia Is Our experience: To stay uncon¬ 
trolled and to protect ourselves against 
state attacks a strong unity is necessary. 
We can no longer afford to have every 
group repeat the same mistakes. There 
must be structures in which we share 
knowledge and experiences which are 
useful for the movement. 

How can non-antoftanuniai nan-nidlcal wo¬ 
men ondeiotand wlint yon want? Armed 
actlaBi do have a ^seue away^ 

Zom 2t Why doesn't it have a * 5 care 


away’ effect if a guy sells women* but it 
does if his car burns? Behind it is the fact 
that traditional social violence is accepted, 
whetas similar reprisals * scare away'. 
Maybe it is scary if everyday reality is 
questioned. Women who get it pounded 
into their heads from the time they ate 
little girls that they are victims get insecure 
if they are confronted with the fact that 
women ate neither victims nor peaceful. 
This is a provocation. Those women who 
experience their powerlessness with rage 
can identify with our actions. As every act 
of violence against one woman creates an 
atmosphere of threat against aU women— 
our actions contribute— even if they aim 
only against the individual responsible—to 
the development of an atmosphere of 
’Resistance is possible I’ 
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tive enrichment of the ptoletar- 
iat in the metropole, 

for a new world economic order as 
demanded by the socialist states 
of the Third World, 
for taking away the power of the 
corporations J 

against the increasing special exploita* 
tion of women, 

against imperialist population politics, 
for fighting against sexist and racist 
discrimination 1 

3. against imperialist war, 

for the attack on the tnilltary co¬ 
ordination centres and powerful 
officials, on the military infra¬ 
structure, on the companies that 
profit from it! 

against the police-military surveillance 
and control and resistance com- 
batance, the prison conditions in 
the NATO concentration camps, 
for the worldwide front against im¬ 
perialism t 

But with our action at the NATO pipeline 
which runs from Aalen-Lauchheim to Bod- 
elshausen near Tuebingen we also want to 
refer to the regional struggles there. 
During out attack, the Whitsun blockade of 


the peace movement was going on at the 
US missile base at Mutiangen which is 
supplied with fuel by this pipeline, hi 
Eodelshausen the residents are defending 
themselves against the planned expansion 
of the NATO intermediate tank depot by 
20,000 cubic metres, presumably with jet 
fuel JP 4 (danger class A-1), to 30,000 
cubic metres total. 

Together and in solidarity we will stop 
the projects of the imperialists! 

WAR ON IMFERIAUST WAR 11 

ASSOdAHON FOR THE PRISONERS 
FROM THE RAF AND THE RESISTI 
ANCEU 

IMMEDIATE TRANSFER OF BERNB 
ROESSNER INTO THE GROUP AT 
CELLEI! 

BUILD THE PROIETARIAT COUNTER 
POWER, ORGANIZE THE ANTI-IMPER¬ 
IALIST FRONT !1 

MUCH LOVE AND STRENGTH TO ALL 
OUR IMPRISONED COMRADES 1! 

REVOLUTIONARY CELLS 


ETA—Jrom page JO. 

option is difficult. And the principle obsta¬ 
cles will not be the bourgeois parties, 
which can only make the struggle a longer 
one, or the existence of many workers 
devoid of a national consciousness. The 
rebirth and extension of the national 
Basque consciousness. The rebirth and 
extension of the national Basque con¬ 
sciousness means a long process, but it is a 
process sufficiently developed to as to be 
considered reversible only with difficulty. 

This can make us forget that the object of 
Basque workers is not to consume that 
which is necessary or that which is 
superfluous, but to transform our social 
relationships of production, restoring the 
fraternity and solidarity and our relation¬ 
ship to the means of production by 
appropriating them and putting them m 
our service. To decide what we want to 
produce and how we want to distribute it* 
to be able to think and cummtmicate in our 
own language and create out own culture, 
in brief to be free men In a free eonntiy. 
This constitutes a social revolution. To be 
able to achieve it political power must 
belong to us. We must tear it away from 
the Spanish and French bourgeoisie who 
today are the possessors: a pelitkal re volu¬ 
tion Is necessary,' 

It is certain that the bourgeois political 
forces will oppose this. But the saddest 
thing will be that the political forces 
representing the Spanish working class will 
equally oppose it. We have renounced 
efforts to determine how the Spanish 
revolutionary process will present itself* 
but a good number of us will be ready to 
help them in their task. In exchange we 
require respect for us, Basque workers* in 
our right to decide how we wish to 
construct our future. 

The option offered today by the patriotic 


section of the Basque working class is not 
only an option for the Basque country, but 
ft is equally an option for French and 
Spanish workeira. The Basque revohitioii 
can only strengthen the option of these 
respective countries. This eonstitulet the 
best contrlbatfoD of the Basque working 
class for workers all over the worid. 

If the Spanish workers’ parties do not 
understand this and try to stop the Basque 
political process by trying to integrate the 
latter into their respective states, they will 
be doing a sad disservice to the Basque 
workers and to the working class in 
general. The incomprehension which they 
have provento have to date is a direct 
consequence of theit incomprehension of 
the very existence of the Basque people. 
This is precisely the reason the most 
revolutionary sector of the people has 
opted for independence. 

Among the Spanish people we have met 
authentic revolutionaries who have recog¬ 
nized the existence and the rights of our 
people. But they are, unhappily, of small 
number. If the Spanish workers' parties 
has been like them we may have had the 
choice of another, more untfied solution. 
As it is* the people march toward their 
economic and political integration* and the 
workers must remforcc solidarity and 
international unity, inasmuch as this does 
not require us to sacrifice our national 
personality. And from there, to avoid 
conflict between the Spanish and French 
Basque workers and tq begin the process of 
mutual aid and unification, it is the latter 
who is the latter who must stop thinking in 
terms of Empire and understand, once and 
for all, that we Basque workers are neither 
Spanish nor French, but solely and unique¬ 
ly Basque* and litat whkh unitea as to 
them, la not the pact of beloogfiig to the 
saiiae nation, but to the same ebua.. 

Jo«e Mtgnel Benann 
Oradefuna ^Aigala* 
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Torture and Resistance 


RED 

BRIGADES 



We often hear and read about torture- Too often we hear about torture with a 
helplesB feeling. We are afiuid of torture. We are glad not to live in countries 
where torture is a daily threat and reality. Latin America is far away. Here *they ' 
don 't do that to us. They don 'tgo so far yet Because we don *tgo so far? 

Yet the use ^ electronics and needles to the sexual organs, the pulling of 
fingernails ofBmck political prisoners in the USA is pretty close to us. Closer still 
perhaps, at least for our Canadian readers, are the events at Archambault 
penitentiary, Quebec, where prisoners were systematically torturedafter the July 
*83 riot. This deserves greater attention. This state, like those of other advanced 
industrial nations, is not putting money into the scientific development of torture 
techniques only to control the Third World, but to eliminate anybody that 
threatens this control. No doubt, this state is ready for it It will use it if necessary. 
It has no mercy for resistance anywhere. If you take the enemy seriously, he will 
take you seriously- 

LeCs not talk about torture and repression alone. Torture is not a revolutionary 
term in the struggle. Let's talk about it in the context of our resistance. There is 
always a way tofight back. Let *s be prepared... 

The following is an excerpt of the strategic statement of the Red Brigades, 
winter 1982, titled, *For the building of the fighting communist party \ The author 
of this section, comrade Cesare diLenardo, was himself a victim of torture. 


T orture is never the product of 
the viciousness or the sadism of 
individual cops. It is used in 
very specific political situations 
for aims which are never limited tc 
squeezing out information - 

As political as the reasons are for {he 
Start of the torture so are the means to 
resist them. At the moment when you are 
tortured, when you are alone in the hands 
of the cops you must have clear political 
consciousness and class consciousness. 
But most unportant and indispensible to 
not giving up is the knowledge that 
millions and millions of workers are behind 
you. To be conscious of this is 90% of what 
ailpws one to overcome the torture. To deal 
with the remaining 10% Is having a 
consciousness about what awaits us* that is 
knowing the methods of pressure which are 
used by the counter-guerillas^ both those of 
a psychological and those of a physical 
nature, so that it is possible to meet them 
with a physical and psycholgical attitude 
which makes them ineffective* 

It must be clear that what is written 
below can only help comrades to overcome 
the torture but can^t compensate for a class 
consciousness. Nobody should have the 
illusion of being able to meet a political 
problem with technical solutions otherwise 
defeat would be certain. 

ABOUT PHYSICAL TORTUHE 

First of all it is necessary to state that 
one can only resist torture if one is 
prepared to die rather than talk—and this 
refers to what is said above* Only some¬ 
body who knows why he/she dies and who 
is gonvinced that this will be useful for the 
working class is ready to die. But some¬ 
body who plays the Pistolero without 
fundamental class consciousness can feel 
safe: he/she will never have to die under 
torture. 

Now the butchers no longer limit them¬ 
selves to four punches or some salt water* 
Today the real torture continues several 
days. During this torture various parts of 
the body are inflicted with irreparable 
injuries, for example the typical loss of 
hearing and injuries to the ear-drum 
through punches and electroshocks; also 
eyes and testicles (translators note: or 
sexual organs of women) can be hurt. 
Anyone who consciously or unconsctousiy 
limits him/herself by saying: “1 can take 
the punches but only as long as I can stand 
them*^’—“I can only stand the injuries if 
they are not heav>%” or who him/herself 
defines the weaknesses “If they touch my 
eyes, testicles or something else, I can’t 
stand it anymore,“ hc/she will without a 
doubt not resist the torture. It is only a 
question of hours, corresponding to the 


limits, which one has drawn. 

It is important to always remain con¬ 
scious—as long as you are conscious it*s 
possible to control your reactions. But if 
you lose control you don*t know what will 
happen or what you will say. This is of 
course not an absolute. It is inevitable that 
somebody after 8, 10. 12 hours of uninter¬ 
rupted punches no longers knows if he/she 
is sifting or standing, In spite of this you 
have to have the force to test your 
cottsciousness from time to time. You have 
to question whether you are still in control 
of yourself and your thoughts, if you are 
really conscious or totally beaten and no 
longer able to control yourself. This must 
be done so as not to let it happen again. 

It is absolutely necessary to build a wall 
between yourself and the enemy. Yon have 
to close yourself, never answer, not even 
seemingly trivial or irrelevant questions 
(“how old are you“—“do you play sports” 
—“do you like pineapple," etc.) nor to 
provocations. The enemy must not exist. 
You must not hear what they say, ask or 
maintain. You must close yourself like a 
cake in a box and not answer anything* 
Don’t allow any dialogue, even if it is 
confidential. Sometimes it seems that 
answers to unimportant things could help 
to calm them down and give you some rest. 
But this is not ^ so* As soon as the cops 
recognize that the wall of silence is 
crumbling they double their dose because 
they know that this is the moment when 
they can achieve results. 

A way to get over the torture is to focus 
on one sentence in your head—and only 
one—and repeat it constantly. The content 
of this sentence is completely unimportant 
—either the classical “1 don't know any 
thing" or “gas is expensive" or whatever 
nonsense. It is essential to eliminate 
everything else from your head and to 
think of only this one sentence. One must 
know that this enrages the butchers be¬ 
cause they know this is a typical method of 
resistance against torture. So even if in the 
beginning they strike harder, they will stop 
earlier because they know that somebody 
who uses such a spiritual and intellectual 
means is very hard to break* 

ABOUT PSYCHOLOGICAL TORTURE 

On a psychological level there exist 
different degrees of pressure. Some of 
them can be defined as real torture. But 
the majority are pressures for days and 
weeks which aim to the loss of your 
personal and political identity through 
constant and uninterrupted false reports* 

Former political convictions are lost, as 
is one's personal dignity, and finally you 
believe all the dirty stories they tell you. At 


least this is their aim. The decisive factor 
here is also—as with physical torture — the 
political conviction and the level of political 
consciousness which one has. The techni¬ 
cal means—which in this case also cannot 
compensate for class consciousness — are 
the closing of yourself, not listening, not 
believing what they say and repeating this 
hundreds of times during the days and 
weeks. A technique which is often used is a 
real 'clean' torture: the torture of a person 
with whom you are emotionally dose (your 
husband, your wife, your brother, your 
sister, or your Mends) in front of you; or to 
let you hear their screams in the next room* 
1 can assure you that the screaming of the 
tortured people is far mote wearing than 
being tortured yourself* The imagination 
overshoots reality. 

Another form of psychological torture is 
to torture you and to cause great pain, and 
to describe to you between tortures what 
they will do or could do next. It is the same 
mechanism for weakening you, that is to 
say, the relationship between imagination 
and objective terror. 

So it is a matter of two kinds of 
psychological torture, by which the distinc- 
tion between physical pain and psycho¬ 
logical pressure practically cease to exist . 

These are psychologic^ means of pres¬ 
sure which were developed in the last years 
by psychologists working hand in hand 
with politicians. They are based on the old 
system of the presentation of false reports 
for weeks, together with real political 
proof. 

The bask principle is isolation and 
destruction of solidarity. They tty to bring 
you to the following mental state with a 
theoretical analysis, sometimes simplistic, 
sometimes of a refined nature—repeated 
hundreds of times— isolating the working 
class from the rest of society, isolating the 
Red Brigades from the working class, 
isolating single comrades from the rest of 
the organization. 

Ph ase One 

In general they don’t spend a lot of time 
with this phase because they ate not 
interested in it enough. It consists of the 
representation of the workers as lazy 
(basically the same old reactionary rhetor¬ 
ic: “The workers are responsible for all the 
evil in Italy"), the workers are the mob of 
society — isolated from the rest of the 


honourable people. 

Phase Two 

They put much more emphasis on this 
phase. It consists of the assertion that the 
fighting communist organizations are 
strangers to the working class which reject 
them. “The workers have nothing to do 
with these organizations. While the mili- 
tants have a very hard life, full of dangers, 
the workers think about calouses, food and 
kissing." 

Phase Three 

In this phase they concentrate all their 
forces and abilities: to let you feel that you 
are Isolated from the rest of the Brigades. 
They tell you, that everybody has talked. 
To prove this, they quote some sentences 
or events from someone who is a traitor. 
Sometimes they say that these declarations 
were made by this comrade, sometimes by 
anolheT. They let you feel like an idiot who 
is the only one who won't talk while 
everybody talks to achieve a reduction of 
their sentence. They tell you that your 
attitude is totally useless because they 
know everything already through traitors. 
And that your attitude is only directed 
against yourself and therefore you cannot 
profit from the advantages of laws. 

With this series of three phases, inces¬ 
santly repeated, at all hours of the day or 
night, they can succeed in destabilizing 
you. 

But what was said before about physical 
torture is still important. You have to build 
a wall between them and you* You must 
not listen, not believe one word, even if 
they tell you real events and show you 
proof. One must think through the political 
processes they want ot destroy, always 
knowing: no dialogue, don’t answer their 
lies or respond to theip provocations or 
expose your own opinions. The risk is that 
you will have to remain silent for months* 
This silence, of course, has to be flexible in 
the sense, that in order to eat, drink and 
smoke you have to ask for this with 
emphasis* So it means to remain silent in 
the political and personal sense of the 
word. It means basically: total silence with 
the exception to demands for the things 
necessary for your survival. 


from comrade Cesare di Lenardo 



Covering militant autonomist, anti¬ 
imperialist, national liberation, feminist 
and anti-nuclear struggles in advanced 
capitalist countries. Resistance: Docu¬ 
ments and Analyses of the Illegal Front is 
an important tool for revolutionary social 
change. 

Help us continue to publish. Become a 
sustainer [JTJO per year] or subscribe 
\$6/year, $15/y ear for institutions]. Free 
to prisoners. Sendyour cheques to: 

Friends of Durruti 
PO Box 790, Stn. A 
Vancouver, BC 
Canada, V6e2N6 
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Pass on tfie torch. Join us, give up your 
own life for the People*' ’ 

-Comrade George 

DEFEAT US IMPERIALISM AND ITS 
DEATH MERCmNTSt 

US OUT OF EL SALVADOR—HANDS 
OFFNICARAGUAJ 

VICTORY TO THE SOUTH AFRICAN 
PEOPIl—DEATH TO APARTHEIDI 

FREE ALL POWs AND POLITICAL PRIS- 
ONERSti 

REVOLUTIONARY LOVE AND SUPPORT 
TO THE LOCKED DOWN FREEDOM 
FIGHTERS AND GRAND JURY RESIST- 
ERSl 


HASTA LA VICTORIA FINAL! 
UNITED FREEDOM FRONT 


LATE FLASH"A bomb ripped through 
the South African Consulate in New York 
at 12:23 a.m*, September 26,1984. 

The bomb, planted on the I2th floor of 
the 3J story building where the Consulate 
is located, caused extensive damage accor¬ 
ding to NY police. 

The Associated Press received a taped 
message that said: “We bombed the South 
African Consulate in New York City in 
solidarity with resistance to South African 
human rights violations* ’' 

We hope to reprint the communique 
ftom this action in our next issue. 
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RESlSTANCe: DOCUMENTS AND ANALYSES OF THE ILLEGAL FRONT 
















I opposes apartheid. The well known case of 
j Steve Biko is but one example of the untold 
i numbers of People who have been mur¬ 
dered while under detention of the security 
; police. Murder, physical beatings, electric 
! shock, psychological torture and complete 
‘ isolation are just some of the methods used 
against those who struggle for human 
rights. Just last month in AJeridgevilte, 
the pigs broke up a gathering of students 
protesting corporal punishment in schools, 
-by ramming a truck into the group of 
.children, injuring many and kiliing fifteen- 
. year-old Emma Sathedgeke. 


THERE AKE NO HIJMAN RIGHTS 
IN RAOST SOtrm AFRICA 


Smee the Soweto uprising, there has 
been a huge military buildup in S.A., 
supplementing police forces and directed 
against Liberation Movements and the 
People of Namibia, Angola and Mozam¬ 
bique. 

The ‘total strategy^ of this fascist gov¬ 
ernment includes the state mobilization 
and coordination of all S.A.'s resources to 
meet the threat of *total war\ i.e., Libera¬ 
tion of the Land and its People. This policy 
goes hand in hand with the “constructive 
engagement” policy of the U.S. govern¬ 
ment p U.S. imperialism wants to keep the 
nations of southern AMca in economic 
subjugation to apartheid. U,N, veto power 
by the U-S. has protected S.A- from more 
effective economic sentions. 

U.S. policy also means supporting S.A.'s 
occupation of Angolan territory and sup¬ 
port of the counter-revolutionary rats of 
UNIT A/Jonas Savimbi (a favorite stooge of 
Reagan/Bush as well as of top S.A* 
generals). The not so secret war conducted 
by the S.A. regime against the civilians 
and infrastructure of Angola, Mozambique 
and other nations supporting the Libera¬ 
tion struggle are also backed by U.S. 
imperialism. Under Reagan some of the 
largest and most vicious attacks against the 
People of Angola have taken place. 


1984—the Year of the Women of Azania, 
the year of continuing struggle against 
fascism/ imperial ism,., 

'fascism your days are numbered on 
African Soil—- 

you have committed crimes... never to be 
forgotten. 

imperialism...your grave has been made 
days fixed when you’ll be driven fast 
to your abyss 

Mother Africa has condemned you to 

d^athr 

Poem by an Azanian Sister 


This action is dedicated to the Revolu¬ 
tionary Fighters, Simon Mogoerane, Thabo 
Motaung and Jerry Mosolodi, ANC gueril¬ 
las executed by the fascist S.A. govern¬ 
ment on June 9,1983. 

YOUR SPIRIT WILL ALWAYS LIVE! 


DEFEAT tf-S- IMPERIALISM AND 
ITS DEATH MERCHANTS! 


REVOLUTIONARY SUPPORT AND LOVE 
TO THE LOCKED DOWN FREEDOM 
FIGHTERS AND GRAND JURY 
RESISTORS! 


FREE ALL POWs AND 
POLIUCAI PRISONERS t 


SOLIDARITY AND SUPPORT TO ALL 
GROUPS AND PEOPLE nGHTENG 
RACIST SOUTH AFRICA! 


BUILD THE REVOLUTION ARY 
RESISTANCE MOVEMENT! 


UNITED FREEDOM FRONT 


Jerry Mosolodi 


FREEAZANIAE 
DEATH TO APARTHEIDI 

^ Tf Is not long ago when hi Soath 

Africa swallowed our heroes In Sharps 
On MairchTl, 1960^ Sontib African 
fascist police opened fire on tmarmed 
Afflean People gathered to protest the 
repressive pass laws of apartheid* Slxtyp 
seven People were killed and hundreds 
wounded in this massacre in SbafpvtUe* 


T : 


IONIGHT Match 19, 1984, armed 
'units of the United Freedom 
Front Imabed the IBM corporate 
office building at 3000 Westches¬ 
ter Avenue in a northern suburb of New 
York City. IBM is a death merchant and 
directly profits from, and supports the 
fascist South African government, and its 
war of tetfof against the freedom loving 
People of southern Africa. We must and 
will continue the attack on all fronts against 
U.S. imperialism whose government polL 
cies and corporate profits are steeped in 
the blood of those massacred at Sharpevil- 
le, Soweto, Kasslnga, Maputo, Maseru 
and the detention cells and execution 
chambers of South Afrikkkan prisons. 

IBM IS GUILTY OF CRIMES AGAINST 
THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH AFRICA 
THROUGH THEIR COLLABORAHON 
WITH THE FASC^T GOVERNMENT* 

IBM corporate profits translate into 
brutal repression and exploitation of Afri¬ 
can People in Azania. The case against 
IBM is clear. U.S. corporations have over 
S9 billion invested in South Africa. By 
1980, U.S. data processing corporations 
controlled 75 percent of the sales and 77 
of the rentals of computers in S.A. IBM is 
the largest computer supplier to S.A., 
having done business with the government 
since the early 1950s. In 1978 alone, IBM's 
South African sales Jumped by 250 percent. 

The apartheid government is IBM's 
single largest customer, accounting for one 
third of its sales in S.A. 

The computer is an integral part of the 
fascist South African government's policies 
of facist repression and control and military 
attacks an d occupations: 

• Computers support a wide range of 
S,A/s military functions and operations. 
S.A.'s military relies heavily on IBM for its 
computers and the company continues to 
service S.A/s most sophisticated computer 
networks. 

• IBM set up Project Korvoor, an auto¬ 
mated military logistics system using IBM 
equipment to supply ammunition and 
military supplies to units throughout the 
country. The project enables S.A. to con¬ 
tinue its war on Namibia and its frequent 
attacks against neighboring countries, 
especially Angola. 

• IBM processors are used by the South 
African Railways to supply military trans¬ 


port, supplies and weapons to its invasion 
armies in Nambia and Angola. 

• IBM supplies military researchers. 

• IBM supplies military contractors and 
arms makers and producers of weapons 
systems. For example, IBM rents comput¬ 
ers to a South African company that 
produces land rovers for the security 
forces. These are the same vehicles the 
S.A. police used in their attack on Soweto 
and other operations. During the Soweto 
uprising, 1000 People—many of them 
children—were killed by the pig security 
forces. 

■ IBM supplies computers to a company 
that makes armored vehicles for the S.A. 
military. Armored vehicles are essential 
for the type of counter-insurgency and 
police operations the S.A. is engaged in. 

• IBM rents several computers to one of 
S.A.’stop explosives manufacturers; a 
company that specializes in the manufac¬ 
ture of napalm and riot control gas, like the 
type used in Soweto, etc. 

• IBM has maintained military computer 
instaUations with embargoed parts sup¬ 
plied through its operations outside the 
U.S. 

• IBM computers are used as an itegral 
part of S .A. 's National Identity System. 

• IBM supplies computer software to the 
S.A. police. 

• IBM supplies government agencies 
with computers, training and service that 
these same agencies can easily conceal 
from their real intended use—military, 
police and prison. 

• IBM supplies computers to the Interior 
Department's population registry, the De¬ 
partment of the Prime Minister (P.W. 
Botha, fascist pig architect of the ‘total 
strategy') as well as many other govern¬ 
ment agencies. 

It is clear that support from U.S. 
high-tech companies bolsters the fascist 
S.A. government and the war machine that 
enforces it. CoUabotation with apartheid 
by U.S. companies, including IBM, by 
supplying equipment, products, technol¬ 
ogy and training, is equivalent to those 
criminal enterprises m Nazi Germany that 
built the Nazi war machine and concentra- 
tian kamps that were the underpinning of 
fascism. Millions suffered and died as 
death merchant corporations made millions 
in profits. 

We know who the collaborators are. We 
have attacked IBM i!i the past. We attack 
them today and will continue to attack 
them in the future unless they cease their 
support and dealings with the illegal 
government of S.A. 

After our last bombing attack against 
IBM facilities, which caused extensive 
property damgage (and helped tarnish 
their phoney but slick Madison Avenue 
image), the IBM bosses offered a S25,000 
reward for our capture. They encourage 
collaboration with the enemy on every 
levell We say—give your $25,000 blood 
money to the families of those murdered 
while in the detention cells of South 


South African jails. 

In 1980, 30,000 African children in S.A. 
died of starvation and many others died 
from related diseases^ Millions of Africans 
including entire communities have been 
forcibly uprooted from their homes and 
transferred to the 'bantustans'. These so 
called bantustans/homelands are nothing 
more than concentration kamps, occupying 
small amounts of barren land, adminis¬ 
tered by brutal goons, armed and support¬ 
ed by the fascist S.A. government. These 
kamps are wracked with poverty and 
unemployment, and worse still, one half of 
the children die before they reach the age 
of five. 

The computerized *pass system’ de¬ 
mands that every African over sixteen 
must carry a pass (denoting personal 
statistics, movements, fingerprints, etc.) at 
all times and which must be shown to the 
police on demand. Without such a pass, 
African People cannot work, live or visit in 
what are designated by the government as 
‘white areas/ One quarter of a million 
People are arrested every year for so called 
pass book violations. 

The U,S. government under Reagan has 
reduced the restrictions on the sale of 
Ameticati equipment to the S.A. military 
and police, and has opposed any dbmant- 
Imgofthe repressive security apparatus. 

The fact is, U.S. imperialism is engaged 
in a war with its fascist accomplice, the 
Republic of South Africa, against the 
African Liberation Movements. From 
Lebanon to El Salvador, from the Philip¬ 
pines to Grenada, in its own borders and 
around the world* U.S. imperialism, inclu¬ 


ding its death pierchant backers, are the 
enemy of National Liberation and Freedom 
loving People I 

This bombing of IBM facilities, along 
with other armed actions represents one 
level of struggle against fascist S.A. and 
U.S. imperialism. There have to be many 
more actions on all levels and fronts and we 
support all sincere efforts of People fight¬ 
ing against apartheid and imperialism. 

The People of Anzania and Nambia have 
an unbreakable determination to be free, 
reflecting the teal will of the People for 
National Liberation and Socialism. 

Torture is used on a routine basis against 
African People and anyone else who 
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COMMUNIQUE #9 


U,S* OUT OPEL SALVADOR 


oday armed units of the United 
i Freedom Front Attacked the 
General Electric Corporation's 
offices of the aerospace strate¬ 
gic planning and aircraft division, Hunting- 
ton Quadrangle* Huntington, Long Island, 
New York, This action is in response to the 
vicious escalation of the air war in El 
Salvador, which in recent months alone has 
caused the deaths of hundreds of Salvador¬ 
ean civiUans, primarily children, women 
and elderly people who remain in the 
villages that arc bombed. 

General Electric, {G,E.) the fourth lar¬ 
gest military contractor in the US and the 
second largest in the New York state, has 
millions of dollars of military contracts with 
the US government and its fascist accom¬ 
plices. G.E, supplies the turbo-jet engines 
that power the A-37-B ‘Dragonfly* attack 
aircraft used in El Salvador. This war plane 
carries up to 6,000 lbs of bombs and other 
weaponry and has dropped duster bombs, 
napalm, and white phosphorus on the 
civilian population. Also mounted on the 
A-37-B is the G.E. manufactured 7.62min 
mini-gun which has a rate of fire of 6,000 
rounds per minute. In a strategy based on 
terrorizing the civilian population, the 
A47-B is the most powerful bomber in the 
armed, forces of El Salvador, Honduras and 
the genocidal regime of Guatemala. 

The recently appropriated $70 million 
granted to the fascist Salvadorean govern¬ 
ment by Congress as they rushed off to 
their vacations, adds to the hundreds of 
millions of dollars to perpetuate a war 
against the freedom-seeking people of El 
Salvador* This same money could be used 
instead to help meet the basic human 
needs of the poor and working people of 
this country and other nations. 

The farce of the CIA-backed election of 
. Duarte has brought no signiftcant changes 
to El Salvador. The military/oligarchy still 
rules! US imperialism is still entrenched 
and eicpanding in the region* Duarte has 
turned his back on the legitimate proposals 
for peace offered by the FMLN/FDR.The 
fact is that when Duarte was president 
before, Auring 1980-82, a major search 
destroy strategy was carried out kUlitig 
tens of thousands of people. The govern¬ 
ment junta, while under the leadership of 
Duarte, assasinated many in the political 
leadership csf FDR and the Archbishop 
Romero, as well as the four American 
MaryknoUclergywomen, Death squads tan 
rampant and several massacres took place 
including the December 1981 massacre of 
almost 1,000 peasants in El Mozote, Mor- 
azan Province. The truth is that Duarte is a 
terrorist backed by the US government 
with the complicity of the US Congress. 

Indications ate that the Ray-gun govern¬ 
ment is preparing for a massive US 
invasion of the Central American region 
with the probable use of US combat troops* 
The US has built up a military infrastruc¬ 
ture in Honduras, constantly engaging in 
war maneuvers on the borders of El 
Salvador and Nicaragua* The largest war 
manoeuvres that have ever taken place in 
the Caribbean were recently concluded. 
This included the use of the Guantanamo 
base, troops on Puerto Rico and the Island 
of Viesquesj disregarding totally the ri^ts 
of the peoples of these lands. In addition 
there has been increased funding to the 
murderous regime of Guatemala and large 
scale contta attacks on Nicaragua with 
many civUiaii casulties as a result. 

Opposition to the US imperialist policies 
in Central America is ever-increasing* 
While this is encouraging, it must continue 
to grow and broaden* Community and 
church gatherings, demonstrations and 
occupations, the growth of the under¬ 
ground railroad/the sanctuary movement 
as well as armed actions all demand that 
the people of this country do not want 
another Vietnam. The government's reac¬ 
tion to this opposition has been to send out 
its secret police {FBD to intimidate people 
and organizers, split heads at demonstra¬ 
tions and to try to make the sanctuary of 
Central American refugees a crimmal act* 

The United Freedom Front salutes all of 
those involved with these efforts but a 


special salute to those who make the 
greatest sacrifices: the courageous and 
enduring people of El Salvador and of 
Nicaragua. We congratulate the soldiers 
and cadre of the FMLN on their recent 
military victories I 

The UFF Is continuing its campaign 
against war profiteers with an armed attack 
against General Electric* Far from ‘britig- 
bg good things to life*, these death 
merchants have expanded their business 
from that of light bulb and radio producers 
to supplying oppressive regimes with some 
of the most deadly and destructive weapon¬ 
ry available to date* All the while they 
mamtam their public image with their old 
line that, ‘ ‘progress is our most important 
product*. 

The General Electric-produced A-37-B 
attack jet with its G.E* ‘muttering death* 


miaigun is merely one aircraft and one gun 
in a vast G*E, produced arsenal. To name 
but a few, this arsenal mcludes jet engines 
for attack planes and bombers, aircraft and 
other guns, armoured vehicles, helicopter 
engines, ammunition and extensive in- 
volvement in nuclear weapons production 
including the Trident nuclear powered sub 
and the Pershing II missile system. 

G.E. has a long history of supplying its 
weaponry to the US government which in 
turn has supplied it to some of the most 
reactionary governments on the face of the 
earth* G.E/s A-37-A ‘Dragonfly^ was used 
extensively in Vietnam on bombing runs. 
The death toll among civilians was stagger¬ 
ing. 

After the murder of Allende and the 
counter-revolution in Chile the US sent 34 
A-37-As to strengthen the fascist Junta and 
later increased that number* The US 
government does not recognize human 
rights in Chile! 

A*37s have also been sent to Thailand, 
Uraguay. the Shah's Iran, the Philippines 
and others. 

G.E. had a very supportive role with the 
colonial Portugese government that ruled 
Mozambique and Angola before the peo¬ 
ple's liberation. Its support prolonged the 
rule of the Portugese and cost countless 


lives* 

G.E. is a rich, powerful and fat corpOTa- 
tion, which is pfofrting from the suffering 
of the people of El Salvador and Nicaragua, 
as it profited from the Vietnam wat. There 
its engmes powered aircraft that dropped 
bombs and chemical such as Agent Orange 
on the Vietnamese people as well as the 
American G J.s. Its guns were mounted on 
planes that ripped people apart as they fled 
from their villages. 

These maggots sit in their boardrooms 
and calculate their millions in profits while 
the people suffer, 

"No Morel—the Suffera will rise— 
babylon will fall— too tall! 

AO Power to the Peoplel * ’ 

For Comrade George Jackson—^murdered 
August 21,1971— 

For the People of El Salvador and Nicar¬ 
agua— 

For the Sufferers—the Homeless—the Un¬ 
employed—the Hungry— 

For the Imprisoned— 

For those who die in the streets— 

"People are already dying who could be 
saved. Generations more will die or live 
poor butchered half-lives if you fail to act. 
Discover humanity and your love in rev* 
olution. 

Ttim to page 14. 


Officer's Club Action 
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In the early hours of April21.1984. the Officer’s Club at the Washington Navy 
Yard was severefy damaged by a bomb explosion, but as the club was deserted, 
no one wos injured. An armed clandestine organization called the Red Guerilla 
Resistance claimed responsibmy for the attack in a telephoned tape-recorded 
message to the Washington Post and UPI as well well as in the communique we 

***2^e*^sjw«j^oi»'jVavy Yard was the site of a previous bombing by a clandestine 
group called the Armed ResisU^e Unit on August 17,1983, For the texts of the The U .S* has 

Armed Resistance Unit see Resistance bband^i. 


Honduras has been turned into a garri¬ 
son state, the CIA committed an act of war 
by mining Nicaragua's harbours, U,S. 
advisors fly militaty assault missions aga¬ 
inst the revolutionary forces in El Salvador, 
and the U .S. activates the bases with which 
it occupies Puerto Rico. The U.S. govern¬ 
ment, accustomed to dominating other 
nation Si does not even hesitate to abrogate 
international \a.w and intervene against the 
right of nations to self-determination. 

For years, the inhabitants of the Puerto 
Rican islands of Culebra and Vieques have 
struggled against U.S. naval attacks on 
their islands^—attacks that pockmark these 
islands with bomb craters, threaten to 
destroy the fishing industry^ and force the 
inhabitants out of their homes. Determin¬ 
ed struggles on Culebra in the 1960s drove 
the navy out; the Vieques became the new 
target^ the genocidal /games'. In 1979, 
Comrade Ahgel Rodriguez Cristobal, Puer¬ 
to Rican revolutionary and leading mem¬ 
ber of La Liga Socialista Puertorriquena, 
was arrested demonstrating with the peo¬ 
ple of Vieques against the U.S. Navy; on 
November 11, 1979, he was assassinated 
by the U.S. government while imprisoned 
in Tallahassee, Florida. In honoring his 
memory, we commit course!ves to continu 
ing to fight in solidarity with the struggle 
for Puerto Rico's independence,and social- 
sim. We express our support for the 
Puerto Rican armed clandestine movement 
and Puerto Rican political prisoners and 


Wi 


e dedicate this action to Car- 
toll Ishee, North American 
anti-imperialist who died 
fighting alongside the Fara- 
bimdo Marti National LIBERATION Front 
of El Salvador. 

His dedication, his willingness to take up 
arms as an ally of the Salvadorian people is 
an example for our entire struggle. To 
honor the memory of Carroll Ishee is to 
pick up his gun, build a militant resistance, 
and struggle to defeat U.S. imperialism on 
every front* 

COMFANERO CARIOS ESTA 
FRESENTE 


actions, they make themselves the enemy 
of the people of the world and the target of 
America, the Middle East, or parts of 
Europe, the U.S, military is being attack¬ 
ed. They hide behind barricades or stay 
miles offshore in their ships* They return 
to the U.S. to relax and recuperate and be 
adulated by a reactionary government and 
an increasingly militaristic society. 

We need to rob them of the securtiy of a 
home base and make them know they are 
the enemy wherever they go. Their 
officers' dub is gone—let them hide in 
their homes. 

Ocean Venture '84 is the largest of an 
ongoing series of U.S. war games. The 
ntiiiitary will bring together 33,000 of its 
troops and will practice amphibious assa¬ 
ults and bombing attacks against Vieques, 
Puerto Rico—once again making the direct i 
colony of Puerto Rico the U.S. military's 
training ground* Ocean Venture amasses 
U.S* troops and weapons In the Caribbean, 

to the 


Tonight, while the U.S. military pre¬ 
pares for Ocean Venture '84, we at^cked 
the Officers' Club at the Washington Navy 
Yard. We take this action as part of our 
ongoing campaign of resistance against the 
U.S. imperialists, to bring the war home to 
the warmakers. We act in solidarity with 
the sovereign revolutionary nation of Nica-' training and orienting its troops 
ragua, the national liberation struggle of regionVs terrain and climate 
the Salvadorian people led by the FMLN/ 

FDR, the revolutionary self-determination 
of the peoples of the Caribbean and Latin 
America. 

Here, at the Washington Navy Yard, 
high ranking officers helped to plan Ocean 
Venture. They meet at the Officers* Club 
to relax and swap stories and dream j 
of careers to be made by invading 
Grenada, shelling Lebanon, and blockad¬ 
ing Nicaragua. Genocide is a ladder to' 
success for these men* By their own 


In 1982, Ocean Venture was a trial run 
for the invasion of Grenada* Now, as this 
war 'game' begins, the Reagan administ¬ 
ration is openly discussing its plans to 
invade Central America* The purpose of 
Ocean Venture *84 could hardly be more 
clear. The imperialist strategy of counter^ 
insurgency and covert war has not been 
enough to halt the inexorable drive toward 
freedom and liberation in the region, so the 
groundwork is being laid for a more direct' 
and protracted committment of U.S. troopr 


hesitated to deploy its 
ground troops in Central America because 
they remember that U.S. troops were 
defeated by people's war in Vietnam, and 
because they need a more consolidated 
base of support at home for imperialist 
war* But ^ey have taken the fust step 
towards increased intervention by invading 
Grenada in the face of world condemnation 
Now the U.S* is escalating its aggression 
against Nicaragua and El Salvador. The 
people of Central America are enacting the 
revolutionary anti-imperialist strategy of 
two, three, many Vietnams, and they will 
deliver the next strategic defeat to U.S* 
imperialism and neo-colonialism—in its 
own 'backyard** 

At a point when we most need 
movement that will fight and resist the 
escalating U.S. war machine, our move¬ 
ment is weakened by reformism and elec¬ 
toral politics. To build an effective resis¬ 
tance, we will have to fight and disrupt the 
U.S. war machine within sodety; many 
more of us will need to take up arms, as did 
Comrade Carroll Ishee—within the borders 
of the U.S, as well as around the world. 

VIVA NICARAGUA UBREl 
VICTORY TO tm FLMN/FDRI 
INDEPENDENOB AND SOCIALISM FOR 
PUERTO RICO! 

BUILD THE INTERNATIONAL 
GUERRHIiA FRONT AGAINST 
IMFERIALISMI 
BUED A REVOLUTIONARY 
RESISTANCE MOVEMENTl 
FREE ALL POLITICAL PRlSONEjRS 
POWs! 

DEATH TO IMPERIAUSMI 
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REBEL MUSIC: 


DOA TOURS EUROPE: 

Is there punk after music? 




1 D.O.A., KNIGBTS OF A NEW CRUSADE, WEIGHT- 

watchers from hell, on tour in Europe; seven countries, 29 shows, 
six rough weeks. It was the best of times. It was the worst of 
times. 

A tale of conflicting realities, an adventure that illuminated the 
current defects and limitations of the punk/hardcore scene and 
maybe stumbled over the roots of a new resistance culture. 


by Ken Lester 


An odd time of decay and regenet- 
ation. 

Corpse*like is the best way to 
describe the punk scene in Britain, It 
has not dissappeared* there are stOl a 
lot of committed people around, it is 
just not alive in any meaningful sense. 




Leeds, Britanarchist performance 
poet Nick Toczek put together a show 
that included Mansi (of Angelic 
Upstarts) reading his poetry and 
singing working class folk songs, 
Spartacus R, an Idiosyncratic Rasta 
one-man band; and the skinhead poet 
Seething Wells. It was an unexpected 
event that stirred up a lot of different 


from left manager K an 


Had 


tachnidan 


Punk has become a subgenre of the 
music industry, file under folk music 
(loud). What was once vital, rebel¬ 
lious and threateneing is now comfort¬ 
ably protected under the umbrella of 
' 'music” and “style”. Punk set out to 
destroy the edifice of corporate rock *n 
Roll and is now just another tomb¬ 
stone in the music firmament. 

Gigs at the semi-legendary 100 
dub, where D.O.A. played their first 
London date, are for the most part 
die-hard cult affairs, a self-limiting 
ritual for approximately dressed reg¬ 
ulars. Punk is no longer an attitude or 
a challenge but a musical style, a 
discipline where deviation from the 
rules of the cult eliminates one from 
partidpating; Those who remain 
simply want to belong to something. It 
has become a losergame offering 
diminishing returns and catering to 
bands still stuck in the rut. 

The U,K, punk scene is no better 
and no worse than any of the other 
British trends* It simply represents 
the triumph of style over content, 
resulting in a lack of meaning and a 
visible degeneration. Those “punks” 
who tire of one style eventually drift 
over to the later, more sophisticated 
trends. 

Even the CRASS followers, who 
should represent a more active, 
committed and articulate wing of the 
punk scene too often wear their 
anarchy A*s and CRASS symbols as 
talismans indicating a moral superi¬ 
ority and distinctiveness from the 
unenlightened rabble. Unfortunately, 
the symbols do not translate into 
fresh or creative actions- 

Against this dauntitig backdrop, 
D*O.A. did have some positive 
experiences. In the Northern dty of 


elements and started the punks 
jabbering, 

Bristol hosted the best D.O.A, gig 
in the U.K. Organized as a benefit for 
the Vancouver Five by the Bristol 
Peace Centre, it took place in a church 
converted to a community hall and 
was liberally lubricated by the cheap 
local cider. The whole affair exuded a 
co-operative enthusisasm* The British 
Subhumanz (a great band who don^t 
look like Xerox punks) played, as did 
Toxic Shock, a provocative feminist 
band, D,0,A, crashed at the Peace 
Centre amid wall to wall people and 
intoxicated debates between meat- 
eaters and Vegans (who neither eat 
nen: use animal products) of the 
Animal Liberation Front just back 
from harassing a fox hunt. It was a day 
to learn and make friends* 

D.O.A/s second London gig was 
another benefit for the Five and 
Omori, a Japanese anarchist condem¬ 
ned to death in Japan. It took place at 
the Ambulance Centre, a large squat 
which had previously hosted M.D.C, 
and Crucifix. D.O.A. shared the stage 
with Happy End, a 15 piece revolu¬ 
tionary orchestra and a quick-witted 
poet named Michael Belbin, The 
co-op atmosphere, large size and 
flexibility was a foretaste of scenes to 
come in Continental Europe. 

Continental vitality 

On the continent, D.O.A. discovered 
mote vitality in the punk/hardcore 
scene than they experienced in the 
U.K. This was partly due to the 
musk’s more recent acceptance and 
partly due to a generally higher soda! 
awareness there. 

j In Europe, D.O.A/s gigs for the 
most part took place in the Youth 


Centres, squats and Autonomy Cen¬ 
tres, which are organized by their 
members* The Youth Centres, a 
number of which have obtained 
funding from local city administra¬ 
tions, serve as multi-faceted activity 
centres for a wide range of young 
people. They include not only perfor¬ 
mance spaces, but bars, restaurants, 
theatres, printing and silkscreening 
facilities, record and book stores, 
meeting rooms and places to crash. It 
is out of such centres that much of the 
European peace movemement Is 
organized. Without the Centres and 
the squats, D,0,A. would never had 
survived in Europe. 

The Youth Centre atmosphere 
allowed a much broader mix of 
personalities to participate in the 
punk/hardcore scene. The rigidity of 
style was reduced, if not altogether 
eliminated. 

In Holland, the only country to 
refuse the cruise missile (or at least 
delay U,S, deployment), where 
marijuana and hashish are legally 
sold, D.O.A. was lucky to hook up 
with the guys from Balthasser Ger¬ 
hard Kommando, who lent equipment 
and provided places to stay, D.O,A. 
played two gigs in Amsterdam, one at 
the Paradiso, a huge hall, and the 
other at the city’s largest remaining 
squat, Welinger. 

In Copenhagen, D.O.A. played at 
the Youth Centre and the Saltlageret, 
a large nightclug affair. Accomo¬ 
dation was provided at a huge 
squatted apartment buildi^* The 
people on the fifth floor had^volun- 
teeredto look after D.O.A and feed us 
in their large and efficient collective 
kitchen. Like the crew in Bristol, the 
people in Europe seemed open and 
eager to talk about issues. In fact a 
willingness to exchange information 
and experiences as well as an active 
participation in organizing events 
seemed an important and integrated 
part of multi-dimensional social acti¬ 
vity, not just a comfortable means of 
escape or retreat from a hostile world. 

Begmnmg in Holland and prevalent 
throughout Europe (except Yugo¬ 
slavia and Italy) violence and confron¬ 
tations between punk and skinhead 
factions became a significant problem 
at gigs. In some cities, notably in 
Northern Germany, it was impossible 


to put on gigs. D.O.A, was forced to 
stop playing and referee battles in 
Amsterdam, Rotterdam, Frieburg, 
Vienna and B erlin* 

In West Berlin, the show was at 
PankehoUen, an immense factory 
converted into a cultural complex. 
Trouble started before the band 
arrived, when several hundred of the 
S-900 people attending smashed in 
the windows, broke down the doors 
and expropriated the alcohol stocks. 
Amid this chaos a small group of Nazi 
skins infiltrated the concert. These 
people belonged to one of the many 
neo-Nazi organizations that are reviv¬ 
ing in Germany, committed to Hitler’s 
view of national socialism and the 
ascendancy of a pure German nation. 

Punks beat Nasis 

Just as D.O.A. took the stage, the 
Nazi skins began shooting Roman 
candles and flares into the crowd* 
When punks moved to eject them, 
the Nazis sprayed mace and began 
throwing rocks and debris into the 
general panic. Then they released 
smoke bombs and moved in an 
organized fashion towards the exits, 
chains and knives drawn. 

They didn’t get away without 
sustaining substantial damage as the 
punks are used to fighting police in 
Berlin and they quickly re-organized 
themselves for the counter attack. 
Many people ended up in hospital 
with serious injuries. Amid this 
madness D.O.A. performed . Not to 
have played would have rendered the 
neo-Nazi attack a success. 

A lot of people wanted D.O.A. to 
denounce “skinheads” but the band 
(who themselves have had skinheads) 
felt the length or style of hair was not a 
basis for opposition to goon attacks. 
■Many skins are as cool as any punks 
and to ostracize people for their 
hairstyle creates division where none 
exist. The gig at PankehoUen also 
illustrated some other dodgy aspects 
of the current hardcore/punk scene. 
While several hundred people break¬ 
ing into a hall and drinking free beer 
shows some initiative and militancy, 
the whole effort seemed somewhat 
misplaced. The PankehoUen was a 
space controlled by artists and the 

continued on page 12 


...AND BACK HOME ON THE WEST COAST Dave, DImwK, Joe and Wimpy. 
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EUROPEAN PUNKS: 



D.O.A. 


Jivmpagell 

people living there. The ticket price 
was not high, the beer was not 
over-priced, and there was no brutal 
security. In short, everything was 
being done as fairly and as close to the 
bone as possible* TTie short term gain 
and excitement of getting in and 
drunk for nothing is wasted when 
weighed against the consequences* 
The hail will no longer put on 
punk/hardcore concerts and the 
promoter (a fan) is broke* The 
collective energy needed to create this 
sad situation would have been better 
spent on a real enemy (one who might 
fight back.)* 

In contrast to the mindless violence 
and posing in the Wger German 
cities, gigs in the smaller towns of 
southern Germany were extremely 
i^mmunal and energedc. A number 
of D.O*A*'s eleven German gigs took 
place in villages {pop.20-30,000), in 
Youth Centres where the kids would 
force the band into five encores, 
actually hurling them back onto the 
stage until they played some more. 
Then everyone would stagger off to a 
besotted after-party* These gigs, 
which were marginal affairs financi¬ 
ally, had an intense spirit of particip¬ 
ation from the locals, who supported 
each other and helped out with all 
aspects of the show, including paying 
more than their fair share to make the 
event happen. There were no fights 
between punks and skins, and all 
types of people from the villages 
would show up. It was face to face 
contact, all too rare in small North 
American communities, where punk 
gigs almost never occur, 

Yugoslavia, Italy 

As the tour drew to a close, 
Yugoslavia and Italy proved to be the 
most surprising countries D.O.A. 
would visit. The scene in both 
countries was quite diflferent from the 
rest of Europe* Very few of the people 
attending the shows had the punk 
: style* yet a great many were know- 
iledgeable about the punk/hardcore 
phenomenom, especially regarding 
the social Implications. 

Yugoslavia, a non-aligned socialist 
country, was quite a shock, since we 
had expected it to be a very restricted 
society. Instead we discovered a very 
active and public alternative scene* 
There were after-hours clubs, hard¬ 
core radio shows, fanzines, and best 
of all, a thriving cultural opposition to 


the institutions and dictates of the 
state. D*0,A/s concerts, attended by 
over 800 people a night, were not 
legal, the band had no working 
papers, yet the shows went ahead 
unimpeded even after the police 
found out we were in town* 

The people D.O*A* met in Yugo¬ 
slavia had a unique way of viewing 
their society* They do not like the U.S* 
or capitalism, with the exception of 
being awed by the glittering array of 
consumer possibilities. But they find 
the Yugoslavian system boring, its 
promise muted by a technocratic 
administration and a demobilized 
people. 

As one of the more articulate punks 
explained, * ‘On paper we live in an 
ideal* or at least, a very advanced 
society* We have worker’s control of 
the means of production, collective 
administration and a relatively wide 
realm of freedom. But there is an 
inertia on the popular level* We want 
to create a society of adventure* We 
are striving for a revolutionary culture 
that engages the future. We want to 
get out from under a comfortable but 
rather boring materialism and take 
some chances.” 

Cultured C.P. 

In Italy it was significant that 
D.O*A* was allowed to play at a 
communist cultural centre. It was the 
first hardcore show ever presented 
there because the Italian Communist 
Party (now the largest party in Italy) 
has not made up its mind about 
punk. The '‘debate on punk” is still 
continuing within the party, an at¬ 
tempt to decide wether punk is just 
anotiier example of decadent excrem¬ 
ent thrust out from the decline of 
capitalism or a legitimate expression 
of youthfiil protest. 

A lot of Italian bands, like Cheetah 
Chrome Mother Fuckers and Raw 
Power are bursting the traditional 
bounds of music in their country. They 
help put on shows, distribute records 
and 'zines, spreading the word with 
zeal and humour. They are trying to 
find a place for cultural struggle in a 
volatile society where the old cate¬ 
gories of left and right are duking it 
out toe to toe. The music one plays in 
Italy makes a difterenca and one must 
be prepared to defend it. 

At the D,O.A. gig, the promoters 
showed great concern over how the 
gig was put on. The ticket price was 
reasonable and after 1,000 people had 
paid (enough to pay D,0*A*'s guaran¬ 
tee and ah other expenses) they let in 
another 1,000 people for free or 
donation. The stage setup was chaotic 
and under powered, but the spirit was 
exemplary. 

The guys from Cheetah Chrome 
M.F. who travelled from Pisa and 
were added to the show at the last 
minute, refused to come in for free. 
They insisted on paying to help out the 
general effort. In the hall a literature 
and record table was set up along with 
two bars and a spaghetti restaurant. 

The battle for popular culture in 
Italy has raged for ten years. Young 
people have demanded that culture of 
all types be priced realistically and 
that performers treat audiences fairly. 
They have enforced their demands 
militantly. There have been protests 
and riots at events such as the opening 
of the La Scala opera season to a 
concert by Lou Reed* On other fronts, 
punk events have become the stag¬ 
ing area for attacks on police and 
political targets. People united with a 
purpose can be very effective in 
keeping the authorities off guard. The 
Italians know how to enjoy themselves 
with a cutting edge. 


After touring Europe with D.O.A. it 
seems certain conclusions can be 
drawn about the effective demise of 
the punk/hardcore scene. The current 
scene in Europe and North America 
has been reduced to style and cult 
status. To continue doing things in the 
same way will result in diminishmg 
personal, economic and social re¬ 
turns. To not recognize or ignore the 
facts will be a frustrating and 
demoralizing oversight. At the same 
time one could argue that a whole new 
terrain is about to open up. 

Alternative future 

In North America we could be 
entering a period of opportunity 
where the experiences of people in 
Europe might be helpful. There are 
numerous directions to explore. One 
possibility might be the rock'n'roll 
sideshow that D.O.A. has been 
talking about. The idea would involve 
several diverse bands agreeing to tour 
together as a package for a period of 
time. On this tout artists in other 
cultural spheres would be included as 
part of the entourage and artists from 
the local scenes would be encouraged 
to participate* Video installations and 


Beach law 

Jrompage 6 

battling courts over the requirement 
that they wear stockings on the beach. 
The State hired beach censors to 
police the beaches and sew on 
material to correct any prohibited 
display of shoulders or legs. 

Cross Your Heart Supporters argue 
that women's breasts are common as 
a business commodity, topless enter¬ 
tainment and photos for purchase. 

They maintain that the discrimin- ^ 
atory California law means, for 
example, that the breasts of women 
and girls are obscene, while those of 
men are not, 'Judges have ruled that 


mobile hangings would be used to 
physically alter the standard perform¬ 
ance space. Information of all types ■ 
would accompany the tour includmg 
on-the-spot silkscreening* *zines, 
books, indy records and paraphern¬ 
alia. The tour would remain in each 
scene for a week of so, living and 
eating with locals creating an instant 
event and generating media atten¬ 
tion* There could be an effort first to 
establish a viable touring circuit, 
secondly a reliable communication 
and information network and then a 
push to establish local youth centres. 
The spin-offs of such a concept would 
be increased awareness and revenue 
for a Mdde range of projects. It would 
also create an active environment 
which would allow many more people 
to participate and to define the scene* 
smashing the box we currently find 
ourselves in. 

That’s just one idea. What are we 
doing now? Where are we going? 

A longer, unedited version of this 
article appears in the August 1984 
issue of Maximum Rock and RoUt 
(#16), available for $LS0 (USA) from 
PO Box 288, Berkeley, CA, 94701, 
USA. 


men’s breasts are the norm and 
because women's are different, they 
must be concealed. ’ 

‘Women's freedom, comfort and 
pleasure have long been denied. 
Women need a heightened sense of. 
self-esteem so that we can combat 
sexism. If we can redefine our body 
image as we see fit* we can overcome 
the negative self-image we sec 
presented everywhere. One way to do 
this, is to become aware of the wide 
variety of breasts—not just the 
siliconed, perfectly rounded* Barbie- 
^oll versionof a tit'. 

More info on the bare breast fight 
from Cross Your Heart Support 
Network, PO Box 1729, Santa Cruz, 
CA, 95061* USA* 



” MISS1N FOR MED” parades through the streets of Santa Cruz, home of M iss 
America pageant. 
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THE VANCOUVER FIVE 



“Enemies of 
public morality?” 


from page 4 

attack against any Cruise plant in 
North America, and the mass dis¬ 
turbances. 


The 20-year sentence had made me 
stronger politically, and / realize my 
theories of guerilla struggle were 
right all along - Julie Belmas, in a 
newspaper interview. 

Political climate 

Under Canadian parole law, a 
convicted offender is eligible to apply 
for parole after serving one third of his 
other sentence^ and must be released 
under a close form of parole called 
mandatory supervision after serving 
two-thirds. 

How soon the Five get released 
depends on a number of factors, and 
not Just whether they stay ‘clean' 
while behind bats. As youthful first 
offenders, they would ordinarily be a 
good bet for early parole, but a lot will 
depend on the political climate at the 
time, especially if there are any 
‘terrorist' scare campaigns going on. 

This was made clear by the way the 
cases of the FLQ were handled. One 
cell of FLQ members convicted of 
murdering a Quebec cabinet minister 
during the Trudeau government's 
hysterical 'October Crisis’ Of 1970 
received life sentences; as the nation¬ 
alist tid^; rose in Quebec during the 
‘70"s, bow^CTer, they were quietly 
shipped off to hratfway houseSi and 
were all released on parole in periods 
ranging from seven to 11 years, no 
minor terms, but it could have been a 
lot worse. 

A second FLQ cell, meanwhile, won 
safe passage to Cuba in exchange for 
freeing their hostage unharmed. Most 
of the members of this second cell 
eventually got homesick, and return¬ 
ed to Quebec during the past few 
years. With a more nationalist gov¬ 
ernment now in power, they were able 
to get oft with relatively slack two 


I -year sentences on a kidnapping 
charge. This infuriated a few die-hard 
law-and-ordet types, but there was 
clearly no wide-spread feeling in 
Quebec society for any more severe 
punishment 

In BC however, in the next few 
years it's unlikely there will be the 
kind of deep social transformation 
that characterized Quebec in the 
1970s, Shortly after the sentencing of 
the Five, for instance, the BC 
Attorney General — the top law 
enforcement official in the province — 
launched a Mistering attack on the 
media, trade unions, and even the 
legal profession for being preoccupied 
with violence and encouraging law¬ 
lessness. 

In setting the future course for the 
province's judges, he warned them to 
be on guard against the enemies of 
public morality, and added ‘I invite 
you all to examine the profile of the 
Squamish (Vancouver) Five terror¬ 
ists, These messianically dedicated 
and resourceful urban guerillas firmly 
believed that they were carrying out a 
divine mission against the institutions 
of a militarist-capitalist society and to 
do so they would steal, dynamite 
property and endanger lives.' 

Already, the Five are being treated 
differently. They have been split up 
and flown thousands of kilometers 
from family and friends; and they 
have been told that their visitors will 
be - screened to weed out anybody 
considered politically undesirable. 

AH statements ftom the Five since 
their sentencing indicate they intend 
to be politically active when they get 
out, although the guerilla phase is 
over. 

But that doesn't mean they repud¬ 
iate their former actions. As Arm told 
an mtepiewer who asked her whether 
the actions were worth it, considering 
the heavy penalties they ate paying; 
‘Yes, it's worth it. Because I had to do 
what I believed was right. I believed 
that somebody in Canada, even if it 
was small numbers, had to begin a 



Down under tree fight 


Deep within an Australian rain 
forest, militant ecologists ate using 
the resources of the natural environ¬ 
ment to block bulldozers and hold up 
construction work on an unwanted 
section of coastal road that threatens 
the lowland tropical wilderness. 

In their direct action campaign, the 
ecologists are locking themselves 
high up in trees, burying each other 
up to their necks in the path of 
machinery, and suspending them¬ 
selves from topes between trees 
marked for felling. 

The police have been forced to use 
rescue equipment and a lot of hard 
work to extract and arrest them. The 
I conservationists have also blockaded 
both ends of the proposed road with 
I logs and their own campsites. They 
dug holes across the road, five feet 
deep and two feet across. At the 
I bottom of each hole a chain is firmly 
attached to the ground, either bolted 
to a block of wood buried at the base, 
or held down by three feet of steel bar 
tamped into the ground. The chain 
padlocks are high tensile (bolt-cutter 


resistant) and the chains lock tight 
around the people's ankles so that 
using acetelyne torches to cut them 
is out of the question. 

According to participants: 'There 
are people ready to chain themselves 
into the holes and it would take them 
days to dig us out - days we would 
spend digging holes further down the 
track, bolting chains onto strategic 
rocks, positioning ourselves chained 
up trees where the track has slipped 
away during the heavy rains and 
would have to be remade'. 

In Australia as in the rest of the 
world, this lowland tropical rain forest 
is the richest, most diverse and most 
threatened kind of rain forest. 

For more info about the conservat¬ 
ionist's fight or to find out about the 
world rain forest action network now 
forming, write: Rainforest Informat¬ 
ion Centre, Box 368, Lismote, NSW, 
2480, Australia. 

Info for this article ftom Synthesis^ 
a journal for social ecology, PO Box 
, 1858, San Pedro, CA, 90733, USA. 
' (Subs: 10 issues, USA rates, $6*50). 



process ofearrying out illegal acdon. I 
guess that belief was stronger than 
my fears of jail/ 

Julie Belmas is at the Prison for 
Women (Box 515, Kingston, Ont.). 
She plans to start playing music 
again, and when she gets out she 
wants to take nursing in poor or 
native communities in the North. 
Meanwhile, she hopes to arrange 
family visits with her companion, 
Gerry. 

Gerry Hannah is now at Matsqui 
Medium Institution Prison (Box 4000, 
Abbotsford, BC), but hopes for a 
transfer back east to be nearer Julie. 
He is a former member of the old 
Subhumans punk rock band, and is 
now back to playing the guitar. He's 
also taking a horticulture course and 
working on the prison grounds’ crew. 

Ann Hansen is also at the Prison for 
Women (it's the only federal joint for 
women in the country). She applied to 
learn auto mechanics, but turned 
down as a ‘security' risk. In turn, she 
rejected a suggestion she leam 
hairdressing. She’s still hoping to be 
able to learn a trade. 


Doug Stewart has been transferred 
to Archambault Penitentiary in Que¬ 
bec (242 Montee Ga^on, Ste-Anne 
des Plaines, PQ). This is the worst 
location for a young, English speaking 
first-offender, since Archambault is 
considered the most tense and violent 
prison in the country. (There was a 
well-documented guards' riot there 
recently.) Only a handful of prisoners 
speak English and the only courses 
offered there ate in French—there is 
no French course. Doug has been 
denied permission to work in the 
machine shop or welding shop for 
‘security' reasons, so he is working in 
the shoe repair shop. 

Brent Taylor is at Millhaven Maxi¬ 
mum Institution in Ontario (Box 280, 
Bath, Ont.). He's taking university 
correspondence courses and working 
in the prison print shop. 

To stay current on the case of the 
Five and related matters. 

To stay currant on the case of the Five 
and related matters, write to the Free 
the Five Defense Group, Box 48296, 
Bentall Station, Vancouver B.C., 
Canada V7X1A1 


ALLIANCE FOR SAFETY OF PROSTITUTES 


Hookers organize 


from page 5 

must not only deal with lui average of 
10 rapes a year, but she is a social 
outcast at the mercy of any man who 
chooses to abuse her, be he pimp, 
cop or trick. 

With the injunction against hook¬ 
ing in the West End, police harass¬ 
ment of hookers is increasing, said 
ASP organizer Arrington. Prostitutes 
who have stood up for their right not 
to produce identification unless un¬ 
der arrest have been threatened and 
assaulted by cops. ASP has also 
heard reports of prostitutes being 
tied up and thrown in a nearby pond. 
Cops harassed and assaulted Arring¬ 
ton and de Quadtos, and warned 
hookers not to talk to those *ASP * 
bitches', Arrington said. 

The noise and harassment that 
spark complaints from West End 
residents are in fact caused by 
‘hooker lookers’ and punks from the 
suburbs, she said. The complaints, 
which have become the public pretext 
Tor the anti-hooking injunction, could 
he easily resolved, ASP maintams, if 
I police enforced existing laws against 
I noise, traffic and littering. But the 
icops ignore these laws with the intent 
■of making the situation intolerable so 
they can crack down on the hookers. 

After the short service we attempt¬ 
ed to leave the church, only to find 
that the media had apparently con- 
I spired to find out once and for all 
which of us were hookers. Two 
women were backed into a comet and 
admitted to being prostitutes. The 


rest of us remained silent, except 
when the media's comment that we 
; didn’t dress like prostitutes made us 
laugh derisively* Finally they'd had 
their fill of blood, and we picked up 
our sleeping bags and were filmed 
leaving while a few supporters 
clapped loudly near the microphones. 

This action is not the last action 
which ASP plans against the injunc¬ 
tion and to improve the situation for 
prostitutes. Neither was it without 
.problems. We occupiers had not 
worked as a group before, and, at 
times, the group processes were 
poor. We had also underestimated 
the blood thirstiness of the media, 
and we hadn’t been prepared to deal 
with the church. 

Despite these problems, the occu¬ 
pation succeeded in forcing the 
church to examine the issue of prosti- 
I tution and to begin developing a new 
\ stand* Prostitution received nation¬ 
wide coverage from the view point of 
the prostitutes, and we clearly made 
the connection between radical femin¬ 
ism and prostitution, forging a new 
alliance. 

Instead of the established ‘radical* 
forms of protest, we had taken a risk 
by taking direct action, and although 
only time will tell for sure* we think it 
worked. 

For more Information, write 
the Alliance for the Safety of Froeil- 
tutes. Main Post Office Box 2288, 
Vancouver, B.C, V6B 3W6, Canada, 
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NEWS FROM NOWHERE: 


\ 


* 


WORKSHOP DISCUSSIONS FROM 

the International Conference on 
Prison Abolition held in Toronto a 
year ago are now available on video 
and audio iiassettes. Subjects include; 
Economics of Prison Abolition, Tools 
of Political Repression, Alternative 
Me dels, Civil Disobedience/Direct 
Action, Radical Activists, South/ 
Central American Prisons, Women 
and Prison, Racism and Prisons, etc. 
Info on rental, purchase or content 
from Antony Lorraine, 35 Salisbury 
Avc, Toronto, Out* M4X 1C5 Canada. 

THE ANTI-AUTHORITARIAN 

news network (AANN) is a bi—weekly 
news—clipping service and resource 
guide to upcoming trials, current 
events, etc. that would like to network 
with other news services, public¬ 
ations, organizations and individuals. 
To contribute ideas, money (subs are 
$12 a year), addresses, or to help 
coordinate regions, contact AANN 
Bulletin c/o Unknown Anarchist Co¬ 
op, POB 915, Stai F, Toronto, Canada 
M4Y 2N9. A sample issue of the 
bulletin can be had for $.50. 

DON'T FORGET CRIFA, The 16year 
old international anarchist federation, 
wants to hear about anarchist activ¬ 
ities from everywhere to help develop 
intemational contacts* Send letters, 
reports, etc. to Giorgio Sacchetti, via 
Andrea Dotia 12,52100 Arezzo, Italy* 
The Bulletin CRIFA is avadable from 
145 rue Amelot, 75011, Paris, France. 


THE SECOND EDITION OF THE 
International Blacklist, (an anti-auth¬ 
oritarian directory) is now being i 
prraared. If you've had a change of 
address since the last one, or youi 
weren't in it at all, if you're to bej 
deleted, or you're a new anti-author-1 
itarian on the block, or whatever, 
contact the Blacklist Group at Anti- 
Authoritarion Studies, c/o ASUC, 300 
Eshehnan Hall, University of Cali¬ 
fornia, Berkeley, CA 94720 USA or 
Blacklist Group, 719 Ashbury Street, 
San Francisco, CA 94117 USA. If you 
want a copy of the 1983 Blacklist, send 
what you can ($2*50 wiU cover 
supplies and mailing) to them. 

A DISTRIBUTION NEEDS $S00 TO 

'buy a computer. TheyVe been dis¬ 
tributing anarchist books and papers 
for years and now theyVe reached 
their limit. A computer disc drive 
printer and the right softwear will 
make their job a lot more efficient. A 
donation, however small, wnll help a 
large number of anarchist projects. 
Cheques, cash, etc. to A Distribution, 
84b Whitechapel High Street, London 
El. 

GREEN ANARCHIST --68a, Cassio- 
btiry Park Ave*, Watford, Herts, WDl 
BE, England* Subtitled The enemies 
of the people are those who know what 
people need*, this new bi-monthly 
has punks and hippies coming to¬ 
gether to confront (?) authority. 
Includes recipes. $7.20 for 10 issues. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


THE ANARCHIST MOVEMENT — 
NOTES ON CULTURE, NATURE 
AND POWER, by John P. Clarke. A 
collection of original essays on anar¬ 
chism, marxism, technology, culture, 
class and power by a contemporary 
anarchist theorist. From Black Rose 
Books, 3981 boul, St-Laurent, Mont¬ 
real, PQ, H2W1Y5 ($12.95). 

NATIVE AMERICAN ANARCHISM: 
A STUDY OF LEFT-WINC AMER' 
ICANINDIVIDUALISM, by Eunice 
Minette Schuster, originally publis 
hed in 1932, republished in 1983 by 
Loompanics Unlimited, PO Box 1197 
Port Townsend, WA, 9M68, USA. 

LAW AND ANARCHISM , e^ted by 
Thom ,Hoiterman and Hene Van 
Maarseveen. Essays on jurisprudence 
and justice in contemporary and 
historical anarchist thought by aca¬ 
demics from Europe and North ! 
Amercia. Black Rose Books, 3981 
boul. St-Laurent, Montreal, Quebec 
H2W1Y5 ($12.95). 

Two beautifully produced mini-books 
available from Les Editions White 
Dwarf, C.P. Z8Z, Succ “E”, Mont 
teal, Quebec H2Z3A7: 

JOHN QROWN, BY HENRY DAVID 
T H ORE A U. Three classic essays in 
defence of Captain John Brown and 
his raid on Harper’s Ferry to arm a 
slave insurrection in 19th century 
America (Brown was criticized by 
nearly everyone at the time, including 
anti-slavery groups). $2. 

A DAY MOURNFUL AND OVER¬ 
CAST. A protest, by an escaped 
convict who fought in the anarchist 
Iron Column during the Spanish. 
Revolution, against the imminent 
militarization and hietarchicalization 
of the column In 1937. This bilingual 
Spanish-English edition is its first 
English appearance. $2. 

ANARCHISM, by David Miller. An¬ 
other 'introduction to’ book by yet 
another non-anarchist. This one con¬ 
centrates on the work of 'name' 
anarchists, which unnecessarily 
narrows its relevance. 


AN APPEAL TO THE YOUNG, by 

Peter Kropotkin. First published in 
1901 durmg Kropotkin’s United 
States speaking tour. Charles H. Kor 
Publishing Co. ($2,50).. 

CURED TO DEATH: AN ANAR¬ 
CHIST REPORT ON THE EFFECTS 
OF PRESCRIPTION DRUGS by 

Arabella Melville and Colin Johnson. 
Focuses on the power relationships 
between business and the state, 
doctor and patient, etc. that leaves the 
patients sick and'the pharmaceutical 
companies rich. Individual approach¬ 
es to health care independant of pro¬ 
fessional institutions ate explored. 
New English Library, ($4.50). 

STEFANO DELLE CHIAIE POR¬ 
TRAIT OF A BLACK TERRORIST, by 

Stuart Christie, An expose of inter¬ 
national fascism, From Refract Publi¬ 
cations, BCM Refract, London WCnv 
3XX. 

CATALOGUE OF ANARCHIST 
BOOKS Cienftiegos Distribution. La¬ 
test catalogue contains a good select- 
•ion of anarchist literature oid and new 
for fairly reasonable prices. Includes 
The Investigative Researcher's Hand 
book; People Without Govemraent; 
An Anthropology of Anarchism; To¬ 
wards A Citizens’ Militia; Anarchist 
Alternatives to NATO and the War¬ 
saw Pact; and more. Cienfuegos 
Distribution, 3512 12th Ave. So,, 
Minneapolis, Minn., USA 55407. 

DIRECT ACTION IN INDUSTRY, 
Direct Action Movement, a 

24-page pamphlet which runs down 
methods of workplace mischief. Les¬ 
sons from Poland, France, Italy and 
England. Direct Action, Box DAM, 59 
Cookridge Street, Leeds 1.S2 3AW 
England ($.90). 

ANARCHISTSIN FILMS, by Pietro 
Ferrua. A filmography of the portray¬ 
al of anarchists on celluloid from 1906 
to the present. Anarchism, Box 134, 
Lewis and aark College, Portland, 
OR., USA 97219,18 pp. ($3). 


PAULBUHLENEEDSHELPWITHA i 

new anti—authoritarian humor book. 
He’s looking for recent or older 
anarchist cartoons, worker—related; 
jokes; graphics, etc. Every joke/cat- 
toon accepted will get you a free issue. 
Write c/o Dotrwar Bookstore, 107Vi 
Hope St., Providence, RI, 02906, 
USA. Radical Humour Issues of 
Cultural Correspondence, NS #1., $1, 
RH. Conference documents in #2, $3, 
and Shmate Jewish Humor issue, 
$2.50, from the same place (add $1 for 
postage). 

REFRACT PUBLICATIONS ARE 

publishing a 400 page book about 
Spanish anarchist resistance fighter 
Facerias (title: Facerias-Anarckist 
extraordinary); author; Antonio 
Tellez, and need financial assistance 
to help cover the printing and binding 
costs. Those who wish to help get this 
title into print should make donations 
payable to Refract Publications, c/o 
Cambridge Free Press, 25 Gwydir St., 
Cambridge, England. 


THE NEW ADDRESS FOR INTER- 

national contacts, communications 
and paper exchange with Organizzo' 
zUmeRivoluzionariaAnarckica [ORA] 
is Donato Romito: CP 144, 61100 
Pesaro, Italy. The old address in Bari 
is annulled. 


ANOTHER 16th ANNIVERSARY IS 

being celebrated by Akwesasne Notes 
(the official newspaper of the tradit¬ 
ional Mohawk Nation), who are 
publishing a 1985 calendar of 12, 
full-color plates by four well-known 
Native American artists. Send $8,50 
(in US funds only) to Akwesasne 
Notes Calendar 1985, Akwesasne 
Notes, Mohawk Nation, via Roosevel- 
town. New York, 13683, USA. 


THE LEFT BANK BOOKS: books 

For Prisoners project continues. To* 
donate books, money, or ideas, write 
Books for Prisoners, Box A, 92 Rke 
St., Seattle. WA 98101. 



AUGUST1984MARKEDTHE15TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE OCCUPATION 
of Northorn Ireland by British troops—an occupation with noend In sight. The 
above picture postcard is one of s sat of eight produced by Belfast anarchists to 
raise money to supply Irish prisoners with bo^s. Send donations of $2 or more 
[ U SAl persetto JustBooks,7W InelavernStraet, Beltast,1, Northern I reland. 

Read about the ongoing raaiatance movemmt In the Belfast anarchist news 
sheet, OuttaControl, avallableforadonatlon from thasameaddress. 

Also, check outanewpamphlat called NoStatist Solutions; Anar chism and'the 

troubles’ in Northern Ireland' , published by M IchaaiZIesing and available for $3 
postpaldf f om theSpoonerSodety, PO Box806, W Hlimantic, CT,06226, U SA. 


FIGHTERS FOR ANARCHIC — 
MOLLIE STEIMER & SENYA FLESj 
HIN.. Memorial tribute to the two. 
life-long anarchists and companions, 
featuring articles by Paul Avrich, 
Proudhon Carbo and Rudolf Rdcker, 
and the writings by Steimet and i 
Fleshin, including prison letters from ^ 
Russia and a reply to Arshinov’s’ 
“Organizational Platform,” From Soil | 
of Liberty, P.O. Box 7056, Powder 
horn Station, Minneapolis, MN 
55407. 

RAF:GUERILLA. RESISTANCE 
AND ANTI-IM PERIALIST FRONT. 

Translation from the original German 
of important position paper released 
by the Red Army Faction in May 1982.! 


Talks about the RAF offensive against 
the state in 1977, the current situation 
and possibilities for building the anti¬ 
imperialist front in W. Germany, 
includes footnotes on events and 
terms uncommon to North Ameri¬ 
cans. $.50 per copy. Friends of 
Duzniti Publications, PO Box 790, 
Station A, Vancouver, BC, V6C 2N6. 

WRITINGS ON ANARCHO-SYND 
ICALISM DIRECT ACTION MOVE 
MENT. The second edition of this 
16-page introductory pamphlet inc¬ 
ludes works by Rudolf Rocker, Albert 
Meltzer and Philip Samson. Direct 
, Action, Box DAM, 59 Cookridge 
Street, Leeds LS2 3AW England 
($.90). 


The Open Road welcomes corres¬ 
pondence and contributions 
(editorial and financial). Write to: 

The Open Road 
Box 6135 Station G 
Vancouver, B.C. Canada 
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OR out 
of sight 

THANKSFOR ISSUE 16, WHICH AS 

usual is informative, stimulating, and 
irritating. I write to express irritatioii. 

Maybe you're not looking for a wide 
audience. Maybe you don't care 
whether or not people continue to 
think of anarchists as perversely 
eccentric, grubby, and violent. In that 
case, keep on with things like: 

• a photo on the cover featuring a butt 
filled ashtray and another one with 
the same motif inside 

• the two-page centerfold FUCK 
WORK BEFORE FT FUCKS YOU 
(charming; witty; offers real alter¬ 
natives to those who have several 
mouths to feed) 

• a murky hack-cover photo of a car ! 

going over a cliff j 

• the headline ‘Pigs smash Wyersj 
squat* (euphonious; great tabloid; 
writing) 

• sixties-style MUitant Spelling like 
womyn (it*s about time someone 
purged the men from women-1 also 
suggest perilaughter in place of 
person; and bring back that old 
classic ameriitia) 

All these things distract from the 
painstaking research and writing 
that marks most of your articles. 1 like 
to show my centrist and liberal 
acquaintances that anarchists are 
humane, mature, and intelligent. 
Because of the surface things Pve 
listed here, part of my strategy is to 
keep Open J^oad out of their sight, and 
to show it only to the already-convert¬ 
ed. 

Victor Urbanowicz 
St Paul, Minnesota 


irerat straw 


YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE ANTICS 

of Direct Action is just about the last 
straw, (It's about on the same level as 
your ridiculous anti-work poster.) if a 
bunch of over-grown adolescents 
want to play urban guerilla to fill some 
insignificant void in their lives that's 
their problem. Your article on ‘Litton 
and the Left* was on the same puerile 
‘I dare you to step across this line’ 
level, I don’t know about you but Vm 
34 years old and that kind of shit 
doesn’t work on me or my friends. In 
short don send any more copies of 
your paper to me I 

Werner Scott 

Regina, Sask, 


Fast news 

GREETINGS TO MY BROTHERS 
- ANDSSSTERS, 

■ I just received your Spring 1984 
i issue, and to say it was like finding a 
diamond in a hog wallow would be an 
understatement. Thank you for the. 
good coverage on Leonard’s (Peltier) 
upcoming evidentiary hearing and our 
fast. 

We fasted from April 10 to May 23 
under protection of a federal court 
order which prohibited forcefeeding, 
but on May 23 the U.S.A, in their 
usual manner of lies, deceit and 
treachery fooled the judge into 
rescinding his restraining order. 
We, the three fasters, were not 
allowed to be present at the heating 
because the police claimed we were 
too weak to travel plus they did not 
have sufficient U,S. marshals avail¬ 


able to transport us from Marion 
prison to the courtroom. Both lies; if 
they were given the opportunity to 
give Leonard Peltier another life 
sentence you can bet the United 
States would have had 40 marshals 
knocking at the door in 30 minutes. 

Albert Garza (Rechaza) is still 
fasting. As a matter of fact, he went 
off of even drinking water on June 12. 
We ate all three in the hole rather than 
the hospital, and it appears at this | 
writing that Rechaza is very near 
, death. Somewhere in the hierarchy of 
' government a political decision has 
been made to get rid of Rechaza in 
order to silence the Jewish prisoners 
who are incensed because the prison- 
crats have banned their religion from 
Marion. 

I Rechaza is a Sephardic Jew. He is 
the leader of the Jewish society in 
Marion. Vile and incredible reprisals 
I have been visited upon the ethnic, 

; minorities in Marion since the two Ku 
I Klux Klansmen guards were dealt 
I with in October of 1983, The white 
, brothers have been fucked over too. 

Leonard and I began taking small 
amounts of food on May 25, because 
they brought the tubes to force feed 
us, and we had lost the protection of 
the court order, Rechaza, elected to 
continue his fast. They have not force 
fed him yet although they threaten 
him regularly. Rechaza’s courage and 
dedication in the face of the most 
violent guards in any political prison 
in the world can scarcely be over¬ 
estimated. 

When one compares the publicity 
hoopla attended on the fast of another 
Jew, Andrei Sakharov,(who fasted 
from May 2 to May 18 in Russia), with 
the total news blackout concerning the 
deathfast of Albert Garza, it becomes 
dear to even the dullest of us that the 
media in the U,S, A, is only interested 
in making propaganda. If Albert 
Garza dies, the U,S, total disregard 
for human rights will be his murderer. 

The United States threw us Indians 
a crumb. The warden of Marion 
agreed to, let us have our sacred Pipe 
and out prayer feathers. We shall 
contmue to struggle against the illegal 
and unconstitutional banning of out 
religion. We shall contmue to struggle 
against all the ‘isms* that are 
conditioned into the minds of human 
beings that make freedom even in the 
‘free world’ seem like a utopian 
dream. It is for the sake of the chhdren 
and the yet unborn that we struggle . I 
send you love and strength. 

In the Spirit of Crazy Horse, 
Standing Deer 
AKA Robert H. Wason01499164 
U.S. Pen Box 1000 
Marion, Dllmois 62959 

Who’s 

sleeping 

THE POSTER IN THE SPRING 1984 

issue of OR looks great. The artist has 
expressed beautifully and sparsely 
the way all ‘slaves’ of the Capitalist 
‘work-ethics* feel about work-for- 
profit. 

There is admirable activism in 
Canada, when one thinks of the Litton 
Systems big whamm and the Fab¬ 
ulous Five, the Peace Parade in 
Montreal, and the near General Strike 
on the West Coast! It isn’t that we are 
asleep down here: Cathy Boudin and 
the Brinks caper demonstrates a bold 
defiance; not to speak of the regulai 
sit-ins, protest parades and barri¬ 
cades at Trident sites and missile 
factories. The W. German Radikals, I 
see, are active again in Berlin, almost 


as effective as in the Baader-Meinhoff 
days. And Yorkshire miners in Eng¬ 
land are battling Maggie’s Bobbies in 
earnest in tough strikes against 
I closures. 

Yours in peace, and revolution 
Dya Rilksy 
The Bronx, New York 


Free waves 


SINCE MARCH TANGERINE RADIO 

^ has been broadcasting rock music, ' 
news and anarchist commentai^. Our 
low power shortwave station is only 
audible in Florida, so we’ve been ex¬ 
changing shows with other pirates 
around the country. As far as 1 know, 
TR is the only anti-authoritarian 
station in the Western Hemisphere, 

To raise funds, we’re se&ing the 
FREE RADIO HANDBOOK, which 
tells exactly how to set up a pirate 
station, for a $2 cash donation. Our 
maildrop address is Box 5074, Hilo, 
Hawaii 96720 USA. 

Yours in agitation, 
_ The Unknown Announcer 

Anarcho- 

syndicalist 

Friends and Comrades; 

THE irrH CONGRESS OF THE 

International Worker’s Association 
(AIT), which took place in Madrid 
approved once again the Spanish 
section (CNT) as the headquarters of 
the InternationaL We send meetings 
to all our friends and sympathizers. 

We also wanted to inform you about 
the false celebration of an extra¬ 
ordinary ‘congress’ of unificition with 
the Spanish CNT in June, which was 
organized by - the separatists of 
Valencia, who split from the real CNT, 
and another group of people who were 
expelled recently from the organ¬ 
ization. 

This false congress was financed by 
the socialist government and " sup¬ 
ported by the official and private 
media: radio, press, TV....The ‘con¬ 
gress’ was heavily protected by the 
National Police, who attacked and 
injured the real Anarcho-syndicalists, 
who came from all over Spain to 
protest against this action. 

The ‘new’ CNT plans its action 
Inside the actual labour legislature, 
this means trade unions’ elections, 
magistrature of labour, collaboration 
with the government’s institutions 
and so on, and they ate in no contact 
with the AIT, 

A great step backwards in our social 
struggle. 

Greetings of liberation, 
General Secretary of the AIT: 
Fidel Gorron Canoyra 


No more 
preachers 


WHEN I FIRST OPENED YOUR 

last issue 1 was going to reprint your 
mailer/appeal for money, but then I 
read your holier than thou article 
which seems to be written by some 
pie-in*the-sky elitists that overest¬ 
imate their importance. 

Come on folks, get your heads outot 
the clouds, put your feet back on the 
ground, stop worrying about being 
the ‘Rolling Stone’ of the anarchist 
movement and understand as they say 
‘people who live in glass houses 
should not throw stones’. You talked 
about folks not supporting the Five, 
(and we have supported the Five and 


the first two publications that carried 
their statements after they were^ 
busted came from down here, Anar-' 
chist Black Dragon and Bayou La 
Rose, and the Survival Network 
Newsletter even printed four pages 
(thatya’D put together) but ya’ll ain’t 
very good at supporting other. 

I hope ya’ll thinking about all this 
before you get up on your pedestal to 
preach to us inferiors again. Open 
Road does a lot of good getting out 
useful information, please keep that 
work up. 

For the well-being of all 
Arthur J. Miller 
New Orleans, LA, USA 


Our cause? 


IN RESPONSE TO A LETTER FROM 

Chicken little in your Spring 1984 
issue — *Of course the unfortunate 
injuring of seven people.*,doesn’t 
help our cause any.’ 

Our Cause? Unfortunate? 

What is our cause but the recognit¬ 
ion that power dynamics, people 
controlling other people’s lives with¬ 
out their consent is undesirable (both 
as a means, as well as an end)? To 
‘unfortunately’ injure (couldn’t it 
have been fatal?) seven incidental, 
inconvenient people is pretty damned 
authoritarian. What is more basic 
than each individual’s freedom to 
keep sucking air? 

Creative property damage could be 
quite entertaining and attention 
getting. Also if bombing seems to be 
called for, a lot of effort (indeed, 
priority) should go into making sure 
people are not present when the 
sparks fly. We have been indoctinated 
to believe people are like property, ie 
replaceable, expendable commodit¬ 
ies, But we know better, don’t we? 
Ate we like all other dogmatists in that 
we believe our lives more valuable 
than the ‘unenhghtetied’? 

Lady Jane Marvel 
Asheville, NC, USA 


utopia now! 


Dear Comrades 

WE ARE A SMALL ANARCHIST 

group in Greece* and we need your 
help. We believe that the Revolution 
has already been. Somewhere, some- 
when, somepeople have lived without 
Authority, Power* State. 

We believe it takes too long to 
destroy the State, because you have to 
change the mind of all the people. We 
had tried that some years ago. We 
thought it is too nice, it is too high, to 
try changing minds, characters, ways 
of living. We have been disappointed. 
People always asked us how is the life, j 
without State, without the Big Brother \ 
who takes care of everything. Who | 
protect them of enemies countries and j 
of anti-social people, people who live j 
out of control, against the law. 

We believe that the best ptopo- 
ganda is to give them an example. We 
must live the Utopia today, if we are 
trying to change the society, if we 
want to destroy the Author!^ tomor¬ 
row. 

We need everything you know 
about the life in Utopia* 

Lefteris Shtnas 
c/oPO Box 17516 
Leurou Pirzon 
54009. Salonica, Spain 
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